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INSIDE TODAY 


Polly Toynbee 
on New York’s 
anti- shoppers 

21/COMMENT 

Feel creative? 
Get thee to 

a boozer 

9/NEWS 


M 

People: 
good, or 
what? 

18/FEATURES 

Humphrey 
Lyttelton, an 
improbable 
youth cult 

THE EYE 


TODAY’S 

NEWS 


Aids cases rise 

A United Nations report published 
yesterday to mark World Aids Day 
estimates that the number of people 
infected with HIV or Aids has risen 
by half in the past year to 30m, with 
2.3m expected to die this year The 
increase is entirely among poor 
people, in poor countries; Aids is 
. felling among rich nations, where 
treatment is improving. Page 7 

Illegal trade in 
immigration 

Organised crime syndicates are of- 
fering “package deals” to bring peo- 
ple into Britain with forged papers. 
The deals cost up to £10,000 per 
person, and Chinese triads and the 
Russian mafia are involved. Page 4 

The end of coal? 

Up to half of Britain’s deep-mined 
coal pits could dose, with the loss 
of about 5,000 jobs, as power 
■ stations switch to gas. Labour 
ministers struggled to defend the 
consequences in the Commons 
yesterday. Politics, page 15, and 1 
" Business, Page 23 . 

SEEN & HEARD 

The Italian Parma Ham Consortium 
is threatening legal action against 

Asda because the supermarket slices 

the meat in Wiltshire. Although it 
uses Parma pigs, Astfa Ts under 
pressure to rename its product 
‘Chippenham Ham’. “If we import 
Parma ham and cut it in our store 
~delis, we can still call it Parma Ham, 

said . Asda. "But if we want to cut 

and pre-package it, they are saying 
we have to do that in Parma." 


TELEVISION The Eye, page 12 
CROSSWORDS Page 32 and 
the Eye, page 9 
WEATHER The Eye. page » 

VWb address: httptfwww. 
Ridependent.cajuk 


How much truth does it take, Winnie? 



Down Winnie Mandeb at the Truth and Reconciliation Commission yesterday Photograph: Judah Ngwenya/AP 


It was a blistering attack, and it 
came from the pulpit. When it 
ended, a couple of breathtaking, 
passionate hours later, It seemed 
that the remains of Winnie 
Mandela's credibility had been 
blown away. Mary Braid reports. 

Apartheid, said Bishop Peter Storey, South 
Africa’s leading Methodist priest, had 
been South Africa’s “primajy cancer” .But, 
with Mrs MadDrizela-Mandela sitting just 
feet away, he argued that “secondary in- 
fections' 1 had set in, eroding some people’s 
sense of good and evfl. 

Moral collapse was at the centre of the 
1988 murder of Stompie Seipei Moeket- 
sL 14, the township activist Mrs Mandela 
was found guilty of kidnapping. "It’s pos- 
sible," he warned the Truth and Recon- 
ciliation Committee, “to become like 
those that we hate most” 

He did not name Mis Mandela, who was 
convicted of the kidnapping in 1992, but 
not of the killing Yesterday, however, 
everyone at the hearing knew who the bish- 
op believed had fallen from grace. The mur- 
der of Stompie, he said, was about more 
than the killin g of a child. “It is about the 
ruthless abuse of power, and it resembles 
much too closely the abuses of the 
apartheid system itself.” He said that 
truth was too often “t rimm ed to political 
winds or suppressed because people have 
vanished or feared for their lives”, but he 
hoped it would finally prevail 

Mrs Mandela, standing for deputy lead- 
ership of the ANC next month, against the 
wishes of the leadership, sat stonyfaced. But 
the bishop's searing indictment drifted from 
the hall towards the Johannesburg head- 
quarters of the ANC, a few miles away. For 
he also condemned the ANC for trying to 
cover up Mrs Mandela’s guDL An ANC Cri- 
sis Committee, he said, had been primar- 
ily interested in damage limitation. 

Some activists had been brave enough 
to distance themselves from Mrs Mandela. 
“If only other members of the movement 
had had the courage that they had we would 
not be sitting here today,” said Bishop 
Storey. The TRC, which must expose the 
atrocities of the apartheid era, has heard 
that Stompie - and three older youths - 
were abdurted from the Soweto manse of 
the Rev Paul Vfenyn (now a Methodist bish- 
op), where they had saught sanctuary 
from the security police. They were taken 
by the notorious Mandela United Football 
Club, Mis Mandela's personal bodyguard 
which terrorised Soweto. 


Mis Mandela claimed Mr Venyn was 
sexually abusing the boys and that Stom- 
pie was a police informer. This- week, the 
boys said Mis Mandela threatened they 
would {fie if they did not make false alle- 
gations against the mi n is t e r . After then ab- 
duction they were beaten for three days. 

When they were finally released two weeks 

later, Stompie was missing. He was later 
found on wasteland with his throat sift. 

Yesterday Bishop Storey described 
how the church and the community tried 
to persuade Mrs Mandela to let the boys 
go. Every effort was “stonewalled” . 

For the first time Bishop Storey released 
contemporaneous notes of a message he 
sent to Mandela. Stanley Mogoba, then the 
head of the Methodist Church, reported 
back the future president’s response. Even 
the short notes made by Bishop Storey af- 
ter he was ddniefed by Mr Mogoba be- 
tray the sadness of the encounter. After Mr 
Mogoba explained Mrs Mandela’s rejec- 
tion of mediation, Mr Mandela conceded 
that the “fault is hers" and apologised for 
an “ugly situation.” 

In what, with hindsight, was a turning 
■point in his relationship with the woman 
who had kept the struggle and his hopes 
alive, Mandela asked Mr Mogoba whether 
he should advise his wife to call a press con- 
ference, make a public apology and seek 
forgiveness. The Bishop replied that might 
already be too late. Eight years on Mis 
Mandela has yet to apologize or request 
forgiveness. She still denies taking part in 
his assault or murder. 

Yesterday Stompie’s mother Joyce lis- 
tened as the Rev Paul Venyn (now a bish- 
op), the Sowetan priest Mrs Mandela 
almo st ruined with false allegations, offered 
her another chance. Just seconds before 
he had broken down during a public apol- 
ogy to Mrs Seipei, who says ail she wants 
is for Winnie to tell her what happened to 
her son. Bishop Venyn said he felt he had 
not taken thieate against Stompie seriously 
enough, “Had 1 acted in another way he 
could be safe and with us now,” be said 
through tears. 

- - He then turned and gazed at an un- 
comfortable-looking Mrs Mandela. “1 
have been profoundly hurt by the things 
you have accused me off,” he said. “I for- 
give you even if you do not want it, or do 
not think I deserve to give it." 

Mrs Mandela had surely had enough 
priests. But then Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, TRC chairman, asked her if she want- 
ed to make any pubbc response to Mr Ver- 
xyn in the spirit of rctxmtiliatjon. She 
declined, saying through her lawyer that 
she preferred to “communicate" in private. 


Labour’s warm embrace for 
the old private school enemy 


A new partnership between 
Labour and private schools 
was proclaimed by the 
Government yesterday- Judith 
Judd and Lucy Ward compare 
rhetoric, and reality behind 
yesterday's announcement of 
co-operation between state 
and public schools. 

Fourteen years after Labour’s elec- 
tion manifesto pledged to abolish pri- 
vate schools, the Government has 
told them that their fiiture is safe. The 
more recent thread that they might 

lose their charitable status unless they 

could justify ft is also receding. 

Instead, there is to be a new gov- 
ernment advisory group which wfll 
devise ways in which state and pri- 
vate schools can co-operate, and 
£250,000 for partnership-pilot 
projects. 

A farther £250,000 will be pro- 
vided by Peter LampL a millionaire 
businessman who earlier this year 
funded a summer school for stale- 
school pupils to encourage them to 
apply to Oxford University. Mr Lam- 
pl told The Independent last night that 
he wanted to encourage able children 

from nan-privileged backgrounds to 
benefit from the excellent facilities 
available at many Independent 
schools. Britain was allowing a lot of 
talent to “go to waste because many 
bright young people are not bang giv- 
en the opportunities to realise their 
fall potential”, he said. 

The money will be used to help 
.state school pupils study in private 
schools, for example in minority 
subjects such as Larin, for Oxbridge 
entrance or even short periods of 
{joardSng. Summer schools to help 



Fettes Colleges the Prime Minister’s old school 


HOW THE PARTY LINE HAS CHANGED 


THEN: Labour Manifesto, 1983: 
“Private schools are a major obstacle 
to a free and fair education system, 
able to serve the needs of the whole 
community. We will - Integrate 
private schools within the locat 
authority sector where necessary." 


slow readers are another possibility. 
Compared with the assisted- 


money to fund places for pupils 
from poor backgrounds in indepen- 
dent schools and which was abo&hed 
by the Government this summer, the 
money involved is tiny. 

But Mr Byers, the first Labour 
minister to address an independent 
schools conference, insisted foal it 
was symbolic of a completefy new ap- 


NOW: Schools standards minister 
Stephen Byers ye sterday: The time 
has come for old prejudices to be 
buried. < want you to know that die 
Government is looking forward to 
working In partnership with you to 
raise standards." 


proach-Hetold the Gifts’ Schools As- 
sociation of leading private-school 
heads in Bristol “The time has 
crane for old prejudices to be buried. 

I want you to know that the Gov- 
ernment is looking forward to work- 
ing in partnership with you to raise 
standards.” \ . ) 

He even acknowledged that 
Labour’s threat to abolish indepen- 
dent schools might have been one of 
the reasons why it was defeated so 


badly in 1983. He said: “The Gov- 
ernment has made it dear that we 
wish to build bridges wherever we can 

across education divides. The edu- 
cation apartheid created by the pub- 
lic/private divide diminishes the 
whole education system." 

On the subject of charitable sta- 
tus, which saves independent schools 
millions odf pounds each year, he said: 
“Let me moke it clear. It is not part 
of our agenda to encourage the In- 
dependent Charily Commission to 
withdraw charitable status.” 

Ministers would not compel pri- 
vate sdK»te to make any changes, Mr 
Byets said, and their standards would 
not be compromised. 

Mr Byers denied that the new pro- 
jects were a reinventiou of the as- 
sist ed-places scheme. The crucial 
difference, he argued, was that pupils 
would remain on the roll of their state 
school State schools would have to 
agree that their pupils should study 
for part of the time at an indepen- 
dent school 

* The heads applauded him warm- 
ly. Jackie Lang, the association’s 
new president, raid: “It is a historic 
day. Mr Byers has done more then 
bury the hatchet. A great axe has 
been buried.” 

But she said that there were still 
obstacles to overcome: some Labour 
local authorities and state school 
heads are expected to resist attempts 
to cream off their brightest pupils for 
even part of the time. 


Much more 
mileage. 

25 off 

Extra battery 

+ 

Modem PC Card 
+ 

Carry Case 
with any Armada 1500 


A Compaq Armada notebook is the ideal . 

solution for business on the move. Now you ■sji, 

can buy a Compaq Armada 1540D for just •; 

£1,449.00 (ex. VAT) or £1,702^8 (inc-VAT). SjF -*' ‘ V’ 
Highly competitive features include pentlum* 
150MHz Pentium" processor with MMX"* ^ ‘ ‘ - - 
technology, 16MB RAM, Z1GB Hard Disk, 12.1" STN screen, 
20 x CD-ROM and Lithium Ion battery. And we’ve gone one 
step further with 25% off a pack of options including an extra 
Lithium Ion battery as well as a Global 33.6 Telephony Modem 
PC Card and suitably tough and businesslike carry case. 
CaS us for more advice and the latest Compaq offers to help 
your business grow. You’D find well go the extra mile for you. 
To go farther with Compaq, call us today on: 

0845 270 4747 

Offer ends 31st December 1997. 

Lines epee Stit^Spm Mu tv M. UfcwHpm Sat and Sim. Local call me. 
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End of the road for 
Ford’s family favourite 

Old cars do not die, they just change their names. The latest badge to fall 
from favour is one of suburban Britain’s most loved: the Ford Escort. 

Considered to be the marque's most popular name ever. Ford confirmed 
yesterday that production will cease in 2000. lb add injury to insult, the 
company will waste little time easing the Escort out- and wtD be promoting 
its new model, the CW170, next year. Of course, we have been here be- 
fore. The Mondeo replaced the Sierra, and the Escort itself replaced the 
tail-finned Anglia. Few thought the car would so effortlessly rise above 
its humble be ginning s as a family saloon when launched in 1968. 

The Mark I Escort (below) rolled off the production line as a sedate 
saloon which crawled from 0-60 in-a hair-lowering 22 3 seconds, and even- 
tually attained a top speed of 75 mph. Since then, the Escort has under- 
gone five reincarnations. The latest 1.8 injection two-door cabriolet readies 



60mph in 10 seconds and has a top speed of 120 mph. 

Rarely has a car been so successful More than 18 million have been 
made since the original launch and 4J million have been sold in Britain, 
where it has become synonymous with boy racers and ‘Must-car’* familiw 
Thanks to its sporty overtones, it was guaranteed star appeal. Hie late 
Diana, Princess of Wales, was the proud owner of a 1.6 litre model and 
the former Chancellor, Ken Clarke, raced around in a red XR3L 
For Ford, which once revelled in the Cool Britannia image generated 
by the unique Britishness of its car fleet, Europe’s shores are much more 
alluring. Instead of being built at Halewood on Merseyside, the Escort’s 
replacement will be manufactured in Cblogne and given its world debut 
at Paris next autumn. 

And what’s in a name? Quite a lot Ford are paying an advertisin g agen- 
cy £500,000 to come up with a new one. Manufacturers know that if you 
choose the wrong moniker, the punters will vote with their wallets. 

Etched on the tombstones that liner the great motor-makers’ grave- 
yard, are the improbable sounding Vhoxhall Velio, Riley Elf and Sunbeam 
Stiletto. But it is not just yesterday’s motorists that have suffered sniggers 
and wry smiles from fellow drivers. After all who admits they once owned 
a Nissan Charade or the unfortunately pronounced VW Sharan? 

— Randeep Romesh, Transport Correspondent 



Funeral anguish for Luxor massacre family 


The body of Joan Turner (above), 
the British grandmother killed in 
the Luxor massacre, has been 
mixed up with that of a Swiss 
tourist and flown to Switzerland 
by mistake. 

The error brought further -dis- 
tress to members of her family, 
who are also mourning the loss of 
Mrs Tlxmeris daughter Karina, 24, 
and five-year-old granddaughter 
Sh aunnah, who were also mur- 
dered. 

Halifax deputy assistant coro- 
ner James Turnbull admitted yes- 
terday that a body which had 
been lying in a funeral parlour in 
the town since the weekend was 
not the 53-year-old Briton but was 
probably that of a unknown Swiss 
tourist. He added: “It is probable 
an unidentified body in Zurich is 
Joan Turner. In view of that, the 
coroner has withdrawn the buri- 


al order until matters are sorted 
out." He said dental records had 
been swapped with officials in 
Zurich. 

Mrs Turner's family were 
preparing to bury her in her home 
village of Rippondeo, near Hali- 
fax, West Yorkshire, today with her 
daughter and granddaughter. 

A family member, who has not 
been named, had originally iden- 
tified Mrs Turner's body at the 
coroner's area of Heathrow airport 
last Saturday. A post-mortem ex- 
amination was carried out and it 
was moved to a funeral parlour in 
Halifax while the family made fu- 
neral arrangements. 

A total of 68 people - mostly 
tourists - were killed when mili- 
tant Islamic gunmen opened fire 
on tourists visiting ancient mon- 
uments in the southern Egyptian 
town. The other British victims 


were: George Wigham, 69, and his 
wife Ivy, 71, from Swanley, Kent, 
and 26-year-old Monarch Air- 
lines stewardess Sylvia Wider, who 
lived in London. 

A milit ant organisation calling 
itself the al-Gamaa al-Islamiya 
(The Islamic Group) admitted re- 
sponsibility for the attack, claim- 
ing it was a faded attempt to take 
hostages to trade for the freedom 
of its spiritual leader, an Egyptian 
cleric jailed in the US for plotting 
to bomb New York landmarks. 

Meanwhile Thomson, the UK's 
biggest tour operator, announced 
yesterday that it has cancelled the 
rest of its winter tours to Egypt fol- 
lowing fhe massacre. The company 
said it had made die decision af- 
ter the “vast majority" of its cus- 
tomers booked to Egypt had 
opted to transfer or canceL 

— Ian Burrell 
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Woodward case lawyer 
claims defence rift 

An American lawyer who met recently in England 
with Susan 'Woodward, the mother of Louise Wood- 
ward, has claimed in a sworn affidavit that a gap- 
- ing breach has opened up. between the.British nanny 
and her defence lawyers in Boston. 

While the allegations raise questions about the 
lawyers’ relationship with EFAu Pair, the nanny agen- 
cy that placed Woodward in America, their credi- 
bility of the claims came under swift attack. 

In the papers, submitted to the court that tried 
Woodward but sent straight back by return post. 
Daniel Shea, a small-time lawyer from Houston. 
Texas, reports that Mrs Woodward complained that 
she was fighting efforts by the lawyers to appeal the 
manslaughter conviction imposed on her daughter. 

Initially found guilty of second degree murder in 
the death of baby Matthew Eappen, Woodward was 
later given a reduced manslaughter conviction by 
Judge Hiller Zobel, and released on time served. 

Mr Shea asserts that EF Au Pair wanted Wbod- 
wari to proceed with an appeal. He says that if Wood- 
ward’s name is cleared it will reduce the risk of a 
civil liability case that the Eappens may file against 
the agency. That could imply a conflict of interest 
for the defence. 

There is, however, little to back up Mr Shea’s 
claims. Andrew Miller, the Woodwards’ constituency 
MP, who attended the 16 November meeting between 
Mrs Woodward and Mr Shea, said Mr Shea had mis- 
represented Mrs Woodward in his affidavit. “There 
is absolutely no question that the family is deter- 
mined lo clear Louise's name," Mr Miller said. 

— David Us borne. New York 
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HEALTH 

Discovery may help tackle obesity 


which have the right molecular shape £ 

and exert their effects. The principle is snnflar to a 
the case of leptih, the honnone binds to the melanOcpiim-4 (MC4J ie-_ 
ceptor, causing a “reduce weight"' signal to.be released. : _ 

Research carried out at the Univeiatybnfeshingtoo,;m^&Uiux^ 
found that rats which had their MC4 receptors cherm^Hy $odsd-*ere 
unaffected when treated with-teptin. Those mwfodr.fte recepfor^gere^ 
left unaltered consumed less food and lost weight whqigiyea-the^ioe- 
amount of the honnone. Dr Randy Seeley, who ied the gejaaKby Siud: 
trying a role for the MC4 receptor in mediating ^effects lepfai W 

the brain may be an important step in advancing Our miderstancfingotbow, 
the brain controls food intake and body weight, a^ ^eqnenffy;wffl 
help us treat health problems such as obesity ” ^ ; V T 




CRIME 




Victim charity in plea for mdre help 


port today- 

At present, the Witness Service, run by Victim Support and funded by 
the Government, provides information and support for victims, witness- 
es and their famili es only in crown court cases. Last year, 97,600 took ad- 
vantage of the help, a rise of 25 per cent on tbe previous year. However, 
the charity points out that more than 90 per cent of cases are only heard 
in magistrates courts where there is little support for witnesses. The char- 
ity says in some areas it has set up ad hoc groups in magistrates courts, 
using money from private donors, the National Lottery and charitable trusts, 
but believes the Government should fund! a nationwide service. 

Helen Reeves, director of Victim Support, who will press the case with 
the Home Secretary, Jack Straw, at tbe charity’s annual general meeting 
today, described the service in magistrates courts as the “missing piece of 
the jigsaw". She said: “There are over 500 magistrates courts in England 
and Wiles and many of them are stuck in the past with no support for vic- 
tims and witnesses.” — AMchod Streeter, Legal Affairs Correspondent 


SCIENCE 


How dinosaurs cracked the whip 



cracked their tails like huge whips to woo lovers and intimidate rivals. 

Nathan Myhrvold, head researcher at software giant Microsoft, who stud- 
ied physics at Cambridge University, has developed computer simulations 
of the tail movement of sauropods - herbivorous dinosaurs —to back the 
theory. The giant creatures, which included brontosaurus and diplodocus, 
had long necks and tails and stood on four legs. Myhrvold examined the 
tails of eight fossil sauropods and noticed that tbe tail vertebrae were longest 
about a quarter of tbe way down from the base - a known site of stress in 
a whip. In half the specimens, the vertebrae were fused at this point, pos- 
sibly indicating stress injury. 

Myhrvold believed these fossils were males who cracked their whip in 
sexual and aggressive displays. “Males whipped their fails to get a dale,” 
he told New Scientist magazine. 

Some experts remain sceptical, however, pointing out that the violent 
motion would damage soft tissues. Peter Dodson, from the University of 
Pennsylvania, said: “Whipping delicate blood vessels around at the speed 
of sound doesn't sound like a wholesome thing to do.” 

— Charles Arthur, Science Editor, 


ENVIRONMENT 


Lingering legacy of acid rain 

Despite big cuts in air pollution which causes acid rain, the damaged rivers ’ 
and lakes of Wales have shown next to no recovery from acidification, a * 
scientific study has found. \ 

The Welsh Acid Wbters Survey 1995 found no improvement in fish and ? 
other freshwater life since a previous investigation back in 1984. Yet dur*T 
ing this period UK emissions of sulphur dioxide, the most important add £ 
rain pollutant fell by 35 per cent - mainly due to a fell in coal burningbpV 
power stations. Welsh river and lake water became slightly less arid, an<& 
lower in sulphur, but the invertebrates, fish and the dipper - a small hirtfT 
which scurries along stream bottoms in search of invertebrate prey - showwi‘ 
no recovery at alL It is estimated that about 8,000 miles of rivers and streams - - 
arc affected. — Nicholas Schoon. Environment 
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TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmel) 
Hong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


236 

19.98 

58.67 

231 

0.83 

10.89 

930 

2.84 

453.88 

054 

i.09 


Italy (lira) 

Japan {yen) 

Malta (lira) 

Netherlands (guilders) 
Norway (kroner) 
Portugal (escudos) 
Spain (pesetas) 
Sweden (kroner) 
Switzerland (francs) 
Turkey (lira) 

USA ($) 


Source Hkwi 
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‘l said, “How manyr”: Bobbi McCaughey in bed at Iowa Methodist Hospital Center, Des Moines, Iowa, before the birth of her septupled 


Miracle septuplets take a public bow 


Normally petite Bobbi McCaugbey’s stom- 
ach measured 55in when she gave birth to 
septuplets - twice the norm for a fuB-term 
pregnancy and nearly as big around as she 
is tall “It was scary... watching the stretch 
marks go ever so higher and wider and just 
thinking, how much longer can this body 
keep going?" Mrs McCaughey told Amer- 
ica’s Dateline NBC yesterday. 

She and her husband, Kenny, were 
shocked to discover she was carrying sev- 
en foetuses. “I said ‘How many?’ ” Mr Mc- 
Caughey said. “She goes ‘Seven’ and I go 
‘Anrgghhh!’ Then I go ‘No, no, no, no. Are 
you serious?’ ” The Iowa couple experi- 
enced “sheer terror” but “it didn’t take very 
long... for the shock to wear off and get 
used to the idea that we’re going to have 
Alexis May McCaugheyv one of a very big family.” 
the septupehs, at Blank They have spoken of the faith that gpt 

Children's Hospital, Des Moines them through the pregnancy, but Mrs 



McCaughey said there were moments of 
doubL “First, itwasjust like ‘God, why have 
you done this to uS?* Like it was something 
that was wrong." The morning of the de- 
livery, when she felt “like death wanned 
over," faith did not come easily. But she 
had told Paula Mahone, who delivered the 
septuplets, that aborting some foetuses to ; 
reduce the risk was out of the question. 

The four boys and three girls, the only 
living septuplets in the world, continued to 
show improvement yesterday. Natalie Sue, 
the second-smallest, was removed from her 
ventilator and upgraded to fair condition. 
Kenneth Robert, the oldest and heaviest, 
has been breathing without a ventilator 
since Friday, two days after the children 
were born by Caesarean section. Their sib- 
lings remained in a serious condition, 
which doctors say is normal. 

— JoJo Aloyes 



Kelsey Ann McCaughey, one of 
the seven Photographs; 
AP/Dateline NBC 


Spencer pleads 
poverty in divorce 
proceedings 


Earl Spencer pleaded 
poverty in his divorce 
proceedings In South 
Africa, arguing that most 
of his family 5 !* £100m 
fortune was tied up in 
the Northamptonshire 
estate at Althorp, where 
his sister, Diana, is 
buried. Steve Boggan says 
that few observers 
believe he is broke - 
especially the 
newspapers which he was 
tast night trying to gag. 

He is reported to have person- 
al wealth of£6m, an income of 
£lm a year and a family fortune 
of £100m but yesterday Earl 
Spencer was portrayed as a 
.man who was a little strapped 
for cash. 

Lawyers representing him at 
his divorce bearing in Cape 
Tbwn said all his assets were tied 
up. either at Althorp or in Lon- 
don and Guernsey-based fami- 
ly mists. He could not, they 
argued, afford to pay the £3. 75m 
being demanded by his estranged 
wife, Victoria Lockwood. 

On the third day of the 
hearing, which will decide 
whether the full divorce case will 
be heard in South Africa or 
England, the High Court was 
told that the earl, 33, was left 
in South Africa, where he now 
lives, with “only” two houses, 
their contents, two trucks and 
a Mercedes. 

And, just in case that was 
likely to produce a few sniggers, 
his lawyers were busy trying to 
prevent the media in South 
Africa from repenting the de- 
tails. They applied last night for 
an injunction against the Cape 
Tones in an attempt to stop it 
and its sister paper, the Argus, 
from publishing details of the 



Victoria Spencer: has 
demanded £3 .75 m 


case, even though it is being held 
in open court 

They argued that his eldest 
of four children. Lady Kitty, had 
been upset by gossip at her 
school and by roadside Cape 
Tones posters referring to 
“Spencer’s Other Wfomen”. The 
paper was fighting the applica- 
tion last night on foe grounds 
that details were freely available 
on satellite television and in for- 
eign newspapers. 

In court, pleas for poverty on 
Earl Spencer’s behalf were 
ridiculed by Jeremy Posnansky 
QC, who is appearing on behalf 
of Lady Spencer as an English 
family law expert He intro- 
duced the details of Earl 
Spencer’s wealth on Monday- 
figures which have not been 
contested by his side. 

The earl has offered a set- 
tlement of only £300,000 for 
Lady Spencer and his four chil- 


dren and has suggested she 
could not be misted with the 
£ 3 . 75 m she has demanded. Re- 
jecting that figure, his lawyers 
referred to the five months she 
spent undergoing treatment for 
alm holism and eating disorders. 
In her turn, she alleges that he 
had affairs with 12 women dur- 
ing that time. 

Comm enting on Earl 
Spencer’s assets, Mr Posnansky 
said: "It is surprisingly common 
that when a divorce court ap- 
proaches, a husband's busi- 
nesses go down.” 

D uring attempts to reject the 
figure of 12 extra-marital affairs, 
Leslie Weinkove, for Earl 
Spencer, pointed out that Lady 
Spencer’s side had named 
“only” three - Sally Ann Lasr- 
son, Chantal CoIIopy and Josie 
Bo rain. “He is asked as to 
whether he had adulterous af- 
fairs with them. If there are 10 
or 12 people involved, would h 
be usual to pick only three of 
them?” asked Mr 'Weinkove. 

The hearing will decide 
whether the couple’s fall divorce 
will be heard in South Africa, 
Earl Spencer’s choice, or in 
England, where most of his as- 
sets are and where Lady 
Spencer would most likely land 
a larger settlement 

The question of whether 
the outcome could be fully re- 
ported was being argned at foe 
High Court Kan than Pfllay, 
the Cape Tones' managing ed- 
itor, said the paper planned to 
appeal if Earl Spencer’s gagging 
order was granted. “We will be 
arguing that a substantial dum- 
ber of our readers already have 
access to details about the hear- 
ing on CNN, Sky, foe BBC and 
the Internet," he said. 

‘Also, this hearing is in open 
court, so all we are doing is acting 
as the eyes and ears of the public. 
It would be ludicrous to stop our 
readers from seeing information 
that k already fredy available." 








talksharepius” lets two or more 


people share one Talk Plan and 
one bilL You get separate phones 
with different numbers, share 
more inclusive minutes, get 
cheaper calls and pay just one 
connection tea You also receive 
Orange Cam worth over £50 on 
each phone, which includes 12 
months free insurance. 24 hour 
replacement and 3 year warranty. 
For more information call Orange 
direct on 0800 80 10 80 or visit 
www.orange.cauk 
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Gangs move 
into people 
smuggling 


Thousands of illegal 
immigrants are being 
smu g gled into Britain by 
organised-crime groups 
like the Russian mafia 
and Chinese triads. Jason 
Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent, outlines 
a new crackdown on the 
multi-million pound 
business. 

Illegal immigr ants are paying up 
to £10.000 each for special 
“package deals" that include 
forged documents and the ser- 
vices of a lawyer to help them 
stay in this country. The smug- 
gling networks run by interna- 
tional “godfather” figures are 
being targeted by MI6, MIS and 
a new unit of police and immi- 
gration officers, which was an- 
nounced yesterday . 

The Initiative follows evi- 
dence that international or- 
ganised criminals are becoming 
increasingly involved in the 
smuggling of people, frequent- 
ly from Turkey, China, and the 
Indian sub-continent. They are 
being brought in to work in the 
sex industry as prostitutes, as 
cheap agricultural labour, and 
m search of a better life. 

The number of people 
caught illegally entering Britain 
has risen from 60 in 1991 to 700 
in the past year, although only 
a small fraction of the immi- 
grants are caught. They pay 
from £3,000 to £10,000 to be 
brought in. A current smuggling 
ring being investigated involves 
immigrants, probably from Chi- 
na or India, being snuggled into 
Britain via a complicated route 
across several countries. On 
arrival the people are given le- 
gal advice and help in applying 
for asylum, along with forged 
and counterfeit documents, 
such as passports and CD cards. 

In other cases people are 


paying thousands of pounds to 
be hidden on vehicles, includ- 
ing being attached the the un.-* 
dercarriage of a bus, and 
brought over on the Channel 
Tunnel or ferries. The racke- 
teers are prepared to invest con- 
siderable sums in modifying 
coaches and lorries so that they 

can hide illegal immigr ants. In 

May a Spanish man was jailed 
for two and a half years after he 
was caught frying to smuggle 
nine Chinese people in a ve hi- 
de through the Channel HmneL 

Immigr ants are also flown 
over, using forged and coun- 
terfeit documents. Some end up 
in prostitution, including a case 
m which more than 100 Brazil- 
ian women were smuggled into 
London in the 1990s to work as 
high-class call-girls. 

Chinese Lriads in London 
have employed women illegal- 
ly brought in from Thailand and 
Malaysia to work as prostitutes 
in brothels where they are held 
as prisoners. Others work for 
“gaqgmasteas” picking crops for 
meagre wages 

The criminals involved in- 
clude groups from Britain, Rus- 
sia, China, Nigeria and 
Colombia. The extent of the 
problem was disclosed yester- 
day by Mike O'Brien, the im- 
migration minister, who said: 
“Vast profits axe being made. It 
is becoming a big business to 
bring people into Britain and 
other European countries. 

• “There is increasing evi- 
dence that criminal organisa- 
tions that have previously seen 
opportunities in drugs and pros- 
titution now see new opportu- 
nities in illegal immigration.” 

A new unit was being set up 
to go after the “godfathers of 
immigrant s mu g gling ”. The Or- 
ganised Immigration Crime 
Section will have a staff of five 
or six dedicated officers drawn 
from the National Criminal In- 
telligence Service and the Im- 
migration Service. 
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Students protesting against Government plans to introduce tuition fees on the march near Euston, central London. The 
demonstration was organised by the Campaign for Free Education Photograph: Charlotte Bromley Davenport 


Discharged mental patient killed wife 


A woman killed by her mentally ill 
husband had not even been warned 
he had been discharged. 

Qenda Cooper, Social Affairs 
Correspondent, reports on a 
damning report yesterday that 
found his care foil below acceptable 
standards. 


Michael Horner, 52, was discharged from an 
acute psychiatric ward at Queen’s Park 
Hospital Blackburn, in March 1996. The fol- 
lowing day he telephoned the hospital to say 
he had kfiied his wife. By the time police gpt 
to the house he had hanged himself and bis 
wife Hazel had been strangled. 

The independent inquiry published yes- - 
terday found that his care had fallen below 
acceptable standards, his illness was not tak- 
en seriously and he was not correctly diag- 
nosed. Mr Homer, who was Suffering from 
a paranoid personality disorder and de- 
pression. was left without a primary nurse 


for the last 12 days of his month-long stay, 
and his discharge was see a as a "misjudge- 
ment" the report into Blackburn Hyndbum 
and Ribble Vfeiley health care trust said. 

Mr Homer was sent home without his wife 
being informed by hospital staff. She was 
p lanning to leave her husband and was pack- 
ing when he returned to their borne in Low- 
er Darwin, Lancashire. 

We consider that the discharge of Mr 
Homer to home while his wife was still there 
packing with a view to move out within three 
days was most unfortunate and probably con- 
tributed to her death ” the report states. 

It also said that a full-risk assessment of 
Mr Horner should have been made before 
his discharge because he had attempted and 
threatened suicide while an in-patient 

There was also concern about a lack of 
communication between staff and the report 
highlighted a general “laissez-faire” attitude, 
which led to poor standards in patient care. 
It also showed a lack of dose personal in- 
volvement with consultant psychiatrist Dr 
David Franks and stated that as a patient Mr 
Homer had been inadequately observed. 


The day after his release, when Mr 
Homer rang the hospital ward to say he had 
killed his wife, the report also shows there 
was some delay before staff rang police. 
When officers finally arrived at the house they 
found the two bodies. 

Usa Rawlinson, 31, one of the Homers' 
two daughters said yesterday that if her moth- 
er had realised her husband was coming home 
she would have moved out 

“My mum has died unnecessarily," she 
said. “Her death could have been prevent- 
ed by one telephone call to tell her he was 
coming out 

“To have lost one parent is horrifying 
enough but to lose two is devastating.” 

Marjorie Wallace, the chief executive of 
the mental health charity Sane, said: “It is 
chilling to read the inquiry’s own conclusions 
that Michael Homer's suicide was “pre- 
dictable and regarded as almost inevitable’. 

“Nevertheless he was discharged home 
by staff who knew his wife was planning 
to leave him. No one consulted his wife or 
family in this critical decision - as so often 
happens.” 


BBC rapped over 
Irish portrayal 

The BBC has been slapped on the writ for . 
'upsetting both the Irish and the cabinet 
. minister. Frank field. ■ . 

In its monthly report, the Broa dcastin g 
- Standards W&tchdog. yesterday upheld - 
complaints from 150 viewers, inducting the 

Irish Tburist Board, about episodes of fint- 

Enders which portrayed Ireland as popu- 
lated by drunks and idiots. 

Also in the BroadcMt in g Standards 
Commissfon report was criticism trf the- 
BBCTs Watchdog programme for investi- 
gating a £40,000 trip by MPs to South 
- America. The BSC upheld a complaint 

firnr* Fr anlc F ield, now minister in the De- 
pertinent for' Sboal Seoirity, abbot a ' " 
Whrdidcg pTOgramme that secretly filmed _ 
members of the social security select 

committee. 

- . ^ 

Hospital meals 
contained gjass. 

A major investigation began yesterday at 
a children’s hospital after young, patients’ 
meals were contaminated witti-glass, met- - 
al chewing gum and cardboard. . j 

Detectives were called to Booth Hah , j 
. Children’s Hospital, Manchester, after 
parents spotted the objects. They are nerw 
investigating the possibility of sabotage af- 
ter eight instances in just six weeks.' 

Detective Chief Inspector MikeStanfiekL 
said: “We are trying to find out if anyone' •; 
would have a motive for doingsucb a thing. ; 

It is not dear if the contamination is as a - 

result of an accident or broken machinery 

or if it is something more malicious." J £, 


Spray paint 
’causes asthma’ 


Thousands of workers across Britain risk 
contracting asthma from spray paints, it was 
revealed yesterday. The Health and Safe- 
ty Executive is targeting a type of paint* 
known as “two-pack”, which contains, 
cbemicais called isocyanates. It has now is- 
sued an information sheet to encourage 
paint shop workers to be. more aware, of 
the risks and take greater steps to avoid suf- 
fering permanent ill health. 

Dr Netys Williams, of the HSE, said: 
“Vapours, spray mists, dusts and deposits 
containing isocyanates are highly irritant _ 
and can result in sore eyes, runny noses, sore 
throats Ultimately, they can also cause 
asthma.” It has been estimated that 500 cas- 
es of asthma due to isocyanates have oc- 
curred within a recent three-year period. 
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Public Notice 

Issued by National Savings on behalf of HM Treasury 

Rate Increases 


INCOME BONDS 


From 8 January 1998 the variable gross rates 
of interest will be: 


under £25,000 
£25,000 + 


7.0% pa 
7.25% pa 


Product points 

Income Bonds are for people looking for a decent, 
regular monthly income with total capital security. Rates 
are variable and Interest Is paid gross each month. 
Invest any amount from £2.000 to £250,000. Access to 
your money without penalty at three months’ notice, or 
immediate^ with 90 days loss of interest. 


INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


From 11 December the variable gross rates of 
interest will be as follows: 


under £500 

4.75% pa 

£500+ 

5.25% pa 

£2,500+ 

5.5% pa 

£5.000+ 

5.75% pa 

£10,000+ 

6.0% pa 

£25,000+ 

6.25% pa 

£50.000+ 

6.5% pa 

Product points 



ORDINARY ACCOUNT 


From 1 December the variable rates of 
interest will be: 

Standard rate 2.0% pa 

Higher rate 3.0% pa 

The Higher Rate of interest will be paid for 
each complete calendar month that £500 or 
more is in an account. (The existing additional 
requirement that an account must have been 
open at least a whole calendar year will no 
longer apply.) 

Product points 

Ordinary Account is a simple passbook account offering 
instant access to your cash - up to £250 a day for 
regular customers. There are two tiers of interest and 
up to the first £70 of interest each year is tax-free. 

Invest from £10 to £10,000. 


TREASURER’S ACCOUNT 


From 11 December the variable gross rates of 
interest will be as follows: 


£ 10,000 + 
£25,000 + 
£ 100,000 + 


6.0% pa 
6.25% pa 
6.5% pa 


The Investment Account is a convenient passbook 
account combining ease of investing with excellent 
rates of return. Save from £20 to £100,000 - by post 
standing order or at the post office. Access to your 
money without penalty at one month's notice, or 
immediately with 30 days loss of interest 


Product points 

Treasurer's Account is a secure and rewarding deposit 
account for non-profit making organisations. It offers 
. * unique combination of benefits including attractive - 

tiered rates, easy access, a telephone service for 
transactions, no charges or commission, ancftfte absolute 
security of HM Treasury backing. Invest from £10,000 
to £2 million. 


Call 0645 645 000 for a product booklet (calls charged at local rate). 
Or pick up a booklet at any post office. 
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5/WORKING MOTHERS 

Harman’s after school care dream holed by lack of staff 


Training for the new after-school 
clubs will have to begin 
“immediately” if the scheme is to 
succeed, the Kids’ Club Network 
warned yesterday. As the 
Government outlined details of 
how a million children can be 
cared for, Glenda Cooper, Social 
Affairs Correspondent, looks at 
how the clubs will work. 


Accessibility, affordability and quality were 
the three key words for after-school clubs, 
the Secretary of Slate for Social Security, 
Hamel Hannan, told lone parents yes- 
terday. Revealing that three quarters of the 
money for the clubs would come from Ibe 
National Lottery, she reiterated the Chan- 
cellor’s pledge tbat there would be a club 
in each community. 

Bui Ihe Kids’ Club Network (KCN), 
which oversees the present 3,000 dubs, said 
that training would have to begin “this Mon- 
day” if enough staff were lo be trained in 
time. The pressure group Gingerbread also 
called for lone parents io also be allowed 
to access the wage and training subsidy for 
childcare trainees at present open only to 
1 8-24-yea r-o Ids. 

Around £100m from the wcHare-lowork 
programme will be used to train 50,000 
young people as nursery and play staff, lead- 
ing to qualifications, Ms Hannan told the 
National Council for Ooe Parent Families 
annual conference. 

Assistants at an after-school club should 
have an NVQ level 2 in playwork and co- 
ordinators a level 3. said Anne Longfield. 
director of the KCN. But at present less than 
•50 colleges are offering the qualification 
which takes between six months and a year 
to complete. The KCN are also worried that 



the price of the course (between £600 and 
£800) may put people off. “We would want 
the Government to give some help with the 
cost" said Ms Longfield. “And there must 
be a push to get more colleges on board 
to offer this qualification. Training will have 
to begin next Monday if there is to be 
enough staff available around the country .*’ 


Liz Sewell, of the lone parent group 
Gingerbread, called for lone parents on the 
new deal to get the same wage and train- 
ing subsidy as young people if they became 
childcare trainees. “Many lone parents 
would welcome the opportunity to train if 
they were able to receive a beoefit/wage sub- 
sidy and a budget towards training and kids’ 


dubs would benefit from their existing child 
rearing experience, VH she said. 

Ms Hannan said that there would be no 
“national blueprint” for the dubs but that 
they would build on the existing models. 

There is no one absolute for how an af- 
ter-school dub works. Rather they adapt 
to the community they exist in - whether 


a factory area in Manchester which copes 
with mothers working shift patterns, a de- 
prived area of south London where parents 
are only charged £1 a session, or an affluent 
middle dass area where more is charged. 

After-school dubs are generally based 
in schools, community centres, youth dubs 
and church hails. They generally open be- 


ptay time: David Blunkett and 
Tony Banks lend a helping hand 
with pre-school children at the 

Bromley by Bow Cent« y^terday- 
The facility was chosen by Hamet 
Harman to bunch plans to expand 
childcare provision to help single 
parents back return to work 

Photograph: David Rose 


tween 330 and 630pm although it vanes 
from community to community. They are 
often set up by parents with input fromthe 
local school and sometimes with help 
from business as wefl. 

Most are charities, although some are 
run as small businesses. For funding they 
rely on parental fees (typically around £15 
per week), fundraising activities and grants 
from the local authority. Many clubs offer 
a holiday scheme as well (when fees are 
around £40 a week) and some offer break- 
fast time, recognising that many people 
need to be in the office before school starts. 

Children have supervised activities 
which can range from games such as foot- 
ball to creative arts and crafls.The aim is 
to allow children to play in safety. 

Such clubs are governed by the 1989 
Children’s Act, which stales that when chil- 
dren under eight are being looked after for 
more than two hours a day the staff must 
be registered with local social services and 
subject to police checks. For every eight chil- 
dren there must be one member of staff. 

It was also revealed yesterday the mon- 
ey for the clubs will come primarily from 
the lottery - £220m out of £300m. The rest 
has come from the Department for Edu- 
cation and Employment (£50m) and £30m 
from the windfall tax. 






Why the working life is not always a bed of roses for the single parent 


Carmen: Her son misses 
her and she misses out 


Carmen Fielding, a single 
parent who wanted to 
return to work, found 
child care hard to find, 
expensive and 
inadequate. 


Not wanting to be labelled as 
one of those single mothers wbo . 
deliberately become pregnant in 
to obtain a council flat and 


sponge off the state, I decided 
to return to work when my son 
was three years old. 

I looked for work locally but 
couldn’t find anything that paid 
a reasonable salary, so decided 
to go back to the City. I thought 
that by returning to work I 
would be better off- financial- 
ly, mentally and socially. Also 
that my son would benefit from 
having a working mother. I 
soon realised it wasn’t that 


easy. Although my son went to 
a state nursery, be was consid- 
ered too young for teatime 
dub and therefore had to be 
looked after by a childminder. 

When at five he was finally 
old enough, I thought, “great, 
now we will be able to afford 
some of those little luxuries in 
life”. Not so. For a start tea time 
dub has to be paid for if you are 
working (regardless of income). 
It operates for only two hours 


after school so if you can’t get 
home until 7pm further child 
care is needed. After 6pm it is 
considered unsodable hours 
and is charged at double the 
rate. Child care is very costly. 

My son comes home with a 
reading book and list of 
spellings every day and is ex- 
pected to complete these tasks. 
By the time we get in at 7.15pm, 
he is often very tired and gets 
stressed at having to rush 


through his book and spellings 
so that I can have him in bed by 
730pm. He quite often ends the 
evening in tears. 

1 thought that perhaps the 
tea time club could help him 
with his reading, but they do not 
have enough staff to listen to in- 
dividuals read. As a result my 
son is in the bottom group of his 
class for reading ability. Edu- 
cationally. be is not benefiting 
■from after school care. 


After school clubs don’t op- 
erate during the holidays, so for 
those without a flexible child- 
minder this can prove a night- 
mare and again extremely 
expensive finding short-term 
reliable child care. 

Even though I have been 
back at work for two years, my 
son still misses me desperate- 
ly. He can’t understand why 1 
have to go to work, especially 
when other children’s mothers 


don’t seem to. Events put on 
by the school are usually d ur- 
ing working hours, so I miss out 
and my son again feels disap- 
pointed 1 can’t be there. 

It is unfair to force single 
mothers out to work by reduc- 
ing their benefits and do not see 
how providing more after 
school dubs is going to improve 
things. They wfll have to be free 
and operate for longer hours 
and during school holidays. 
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Geneva£59 


London Luton to 

Amsterdam 

Barcelona 

Nice 

Palma de Mallorca 

Edinburgh 

Aberdeen 

Inverness 

Glasgow 

Liverpool to 

Amsterdam 
Nice 


from 


£39 


from £49 t 

from £49 f 

*“"£59 

from £39 

*“"£39 

*“"£39 

from 


£39 


*“"£45 

from^pt 


easyJet 

Call 01582 700 059 anytime 

f£49 fare valid until 1 5/1 2/97 and after 8/1 /98 until 28/2/98 

All fares single and include an unfair 
£10 Government Tax. 

Airport Tax should be a % of the fare! 



Midland Bank pic is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance, pensions and unit trusts. CB/33 Member HSBC Group 


We heard you wanted ... 


an easy, inexpensive way 
to cover yourself 
against serious illness. 


•c» 

Midland 

j — | The Listening Bank 

Call 0800 100 166 


Every year thousands of people are struck by 
illnesses that leave them permanently unable 
to work. Protetfing our families against this rs 
something we all must consider. 

That's why Midland, the UK's leading provider' 
of critical illness cover, has put together a pack 
that explains how quick, easy and inexpensive h 
can be to protect your income against serious 
health problems. 


Call for details 


■Soon*-. UMRA. May 1997. 

■ mi ■■ mm mb ■■ wm mm mi mi ■■ ■■ im mm mm m m mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm wmm mm v 

For your free protection pack, complete and return the coupon to: Midland Bank pic. Family Protection. FREEPOST SWB 332. Bristol, BS1 6BR, 

Mr/Ms/Mrs/Mes/Other (please specify) inftiab Surname 

Howe na mg/number Street 

•Town 



or cut the coupon. 




County 


Postcode 


Daytime tel no (Inc. STO) 


Evening tel no fine STP\ 


SH5 


. Do you bold other Midland wcwmti? □ Yes □ Ho {phase lidfl. 

Il so please fid in your sort code I4l0l [ZD L iZI May we send you intortnarfwi about w» modurts andiereim in fuiurt? □ Ye □ No (please ikkj 
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6/SMOKING 




First drag of the day: 
scientists discover why 
it tastes so good 


Yes, that first cigarette of the day 
tastes wonderful -better than aU 
the others which follow, in fact 
Bat why? The usual explanation 
is that the pleasure comes from 
the rush of the nicotine - an ad* 
dictive drug like cocaine or 
heroin - reaching a body which 
has been starved overnight. That 
doesn’t explain, though, why 
the others don't taste so good, 
yet seem as necessary. 

But scientists have now 
pinned that early-morning buzz 
down to the drug's particular ef- 
fects on nerve receptors in the 
brain which respond to 
dopamine, a chemical which 
regulates mood and behaviour. 

And as behaviour is partly 
shaped by the reinforcement of 
rewarding events, we keep try- 
ing to repeat that first “bit". 

This reinforcement process 
goes on in a pan of the brain 
called the ventral tegmental 
area (VTA) where neurons re- 
spond to the chemical messen- 
ger dopamine. Addictive drugs 
act on the VTA and exploit the 
reinforcement-reward cycle. 

John Dani and colleagues at 
the Baylor College of Medicine 
in Houston. Texas, explain today 


in the journal Nature how they 
examined rat brains which con- 
tained groups of dopamine re- 
ceptors, and looked at what 
happened when they added 
nicotine in the concentrations 
found in smokers’ blood. 

A i first, the neurons fired 
more powerfully but then the re- 
sponses moved down -meaning 
that it would take a greater in- 
put to excite the same response 

Also, that first cigarette will 
tend to last a long time; nicotine 
in the blood has a half-life of 
about two hours. But once they 
have been exposed to nicotine for 
more than five minutes, the 
dopamine receptors’ sensitivity 
begins foiling. The researchers 
found in three tests that the nico- 
tine concentrations found in a 
smoker's blood during the day do 
not let the dopamine receptors 
recover their sensitivity. Tb pro- 
vide enough nicotine to excite the 
receptors to their first-of-thoday 
level you would probably need so 
much that you would vomit. 

Only when nicotine intake 
stops during sleep do the re- 
ceptors recover and make the 
first cigarette seem so delightful. 

— Charles Arthur 





Morning high: Cigarettes taste better after a njgfrtrt sleep, and now scientists know why Photograph: John Lawrence 
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Labour set to 
ban under- 18 s 


' V ■ -V- 


The Government hinted 
yesterday that it fcs to 
raise the legal age for 
tobacco sales from 16 to. 
18. Cofin Brown, Chief ■ 
Political Correspondent, 
says the public health 
minister, Tessa Jowell, is 
planning a White Paper 
to help adults kick the 
habit and curb the rising 
trend among young girls. 


The l^ala^ for buying or sup- 
plying cigarettes and tobacco is 
Iflffiy tn he raised from 16 to lS 

as part -of a wider package of 
measures to curb smoking in the 
New Year in a White Paper on 
public health. 

Tfessa Joweli, the public health 
minister, made it dear that the 
Government was moving to- 



tobacco and alcohol at IS to 
make it easier for shopkeepers 
to stop sales to children. There 
could also be help to wean adults 
off tobacco by encouragirig fam- 
ily doctors to prescribe nicotine 
substitutes, such as nicotine 

chewing gum or patches, on the 
National Health Service. 

Ms JcrweD told the cross-par- 
ty Commons Select Committee 
on Health that she was con- 
cerned tty the rise in smoking 
among children, particularly 
girls. Children of 12 were buy- 
ing cigarettes, and shopkeepers 
believed it would be easier to 
stop sales if the legal age was 
raised to IS. The White Paper 
is also expected to propose an 
identity card for young people 
as proof of age which could ap- 
ply to alcohol and tobacco. 

There could be new curbs on 
cigarette machines. “We are 
also coooexned with the ease with 
which young people are able to 
buy cigarettes from machines 
and the way that health warnings 
may be obscured,” she said. 

More curbs on smoking in 
public places could be intro- 
duced, but she indicated the 


Government would avoid leg- 
islation, where possible, gf* 
main tain public support for its^ 
action. “This is riot about boss^ : 
and intrusive government, It is ■ 
about doing what we can do to ." 
protect children from the harm;; , 
that tobacco and smokuag-V/ 
does," Ms Jowell said. " , ? J 

The minister waS; gjvwa 1 ^ 
grilling by Labour- and Tbtyi. 
MRs over the GoTCzrnneDt*s ^ev- 
asion to seek a. permanent ■ 
emption for Formula One., 
motor racing from a ban_ODjj>-i_ 
bacco sponsorship at the coun- 
cil of health ministers on 4 
December. She brushed aside 

renewed Tbtydaims trim thed^.- 
dsiouwas linked to the dona- 
tion to Labour Party funds of 
£lm by Bemie Ecdestone, the 
Formula One chief, butsbe 
faced the toughest questioning . 
so far from Labour MFs. 

Ms Jowell responded by gjv- . 
mg the clearest signal yet that 
she will offers compromise ai- 
next week's European council, 
but she said she was sot pre- 
pared to negotiate in public. It 
is understood Britain hasa fall- 
back position to delay a ban for .- 
10 years, but the European 
Commission is seeking to cut- 
the delay to five or six years.. . 

Meanwhile, Ms JoweD was ac- 
cused of breaching ministerial 
guidelines Ity failing to deliver a 
memorandum to MP$ on the cost 
of imposing a baa Tbiy Mft iwifl 
chaBengehernefr week when ste 
is called to gjeve more evidence - 
co a Gammons committee on Eu- 
ropean legislation over the al- 
leged breach in the rules. 

David Clark, the Chancellor 
of the Duchy, said on 18 No- 
vember that the Government re- 
quired all departments to 
publish compliance cost assess- 
ments for all regulatory pro- 
posals likely to have animpact 
on business, charities and the 
voluntary sector. Guidelines for 
ministers say the assessment 
should be prepared at the same 
time as an explanatory memo- 
randum on proposed EU legis- 
lation is laid before parliament ‘ 


Party to publish 
donor spending 


Labour's treasurer has 
promised to consider publish- 
ing details of bow donations are 
spent after criticism from left- 
wingers over the Bemie Eccle- 
stone row. Margaret Prosser 
told a meeting of the party’s Na- 
tional Executive Committee 
yesterday that she would look 
at the possibility of giving its 
members a fuller break-down. 

Although annual accounts 
are published at each year’s con- 
ference, they do not explain how 
individual donations have been 
used. 

Tony Blair used his opening 
statement at yesterday's meet- 
ing to express bis regret that the 
issue of Mr Ecclestone's £lm 
donation to Labour and the sub- 
sequent derision to exempt 
Formula One from a tobacco 
sponsorship ban had not been 
better handled. 

However, he rebutted criti- 
cism from Diane Abbott, MP 


for Hackney North and Stoke 
Newington, over the affair. He 
told her he would have pre- 
ferred her to raise her concerns 
privately rather than in public. 
Later a party spokesman said 
that Ms Abbott had missed the 
Parliamentary Labour Party’s 
debate on the issue but had crit- 
icised the leadership on a radio 
programme on the same day. 

However, Ms Abbott said 
she bad not been aware that the 
Prime Minister had criticised 
her. 

Later the Conservatives 
tried to make new capital oat 
of the row at Prime Minister’s 
Questions in the Commons, 
complaining that the latest £lm 
donation to Labour had come 
from a company which paid its 
workers £2.98. 

Mr Blair said he would not 
take criticism from a party 
which was refusing to publish 
the names of its donors at all. 


> VMTRBST0MV5 , 


Jeffrey Archer 

will be at Harrods on Saturday. 


Just in lime for Christmas! Lord Archer will be 
«gmng copies of his complete short stories 
in the Book Department, Second Floor, 

on Saturday 29th November 1997 atlZnoon. 
Published by HarperColIins, price £19.99. 


to attend phase telephone 
on 1 479 5 100 lo reserve your signed copy 


— invds Limited, Ktoehlsbridn. London SW1X 7XL 
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Lethal epidemic is much larger than feared 



NOHTH AMERICA 

AduBs and cHMren with HJV/AHJS: MHMKM 
. Percentage of Adults affected: O.E 
! Hunter o! orphans: 70,000 
) Percentage of affected adults who are women: 20 

SlF ' 1 


t£S‘>- 'i"-n 


mm 

mm- 


l issssssM^m 

Percentage of Adutts affected: 0.07 

who are women: Z5 




■ip* 


CARIBBEAN 


Adifts and children wtti WV/AIDS: 310.BM 
Percentage of Adults affected.' 1J 
Nuntterrt orphans: 48£00 
Percertage of affected adutts win are woman: 33 


WESTBtN EUROPE 

Adutts and chddren wfth EBV/AIDS: 538,080 
Percentage of Adults affected: ttf 
Number at orphans: 8.788 

Perccnage of affected adults who are women: ZD - ^ 

Ii . i .:-.va -i .I i — — 

: v ? a NORTH AHUCA/MIDDLE EAST 

• V . i -.3 AduBs and children with HfV/AlDS: ZUWJOO 

■ ■■ z i Percentage of Adults rffectsd: B.13 

- : ■ •> j Number nf orphans HLZOO 

Penantage maffected atkiBs wtw are women: ZD 


SS^SfSiKffli HJV/ATO& 440.060 
Percentage of Adutts affected: US 

£SL?lSi’Sh S * ta a re 

women: 11 


S0UTH/S0U1U EAST ASIA 

“*L^ Adutelndtftftlrw wtm HW/ABS: 6m ■; 

=■*7 Percentage of AduBs affected: 0 £ j~ 

■ J-~- teM^of^^teadutewhoarewonwirg <jj 


UTTN AMERICA 

Adults and cWWran wtti HW/A1DS: Um 

Percentage of Adults rffected: 03 

Number of orphans: 91,000 

Percentage of affected adutts who are women: 19 


/ SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
; Adults and children with HJV/A1DS: 200m 
Percentage of Adults affected: 7.4 
~'S; Nunber of orphans: 7.8m 

Percentage of affected aduls who are woman: 50 


Bare facts: Sufferers Aileen Getty (left). Glenn Gaylord, Gretchin Adams and David Herndon-White are ‘exhibits’ at 
a Los Angeles art show designed to counter fears about Aids, with viewers invited to ‘Please touch’ Photograph: UPPP 


AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND _ 

Aduls and chicken wfth HIV/AIDS: 12,800 
pereadage of Adutts affected: 0.1 

? pSrS^ofSw«tofl5whoarewonien:5 


Many more people are 
infected with the HIV 
virus than previously 
thought - probably 30 
million in all, according 
to the United Nations. 
But the victims of this 
'invisible epidemic* are 
mostly in Africa. In 
Western Europe the 
number of new Aids 
cases is dropping sharply; 
in the United States, 
new cases are falling for 
the first time in nearly 
20 years. John Lichfield 
reports from Paris. 


The poor countries are getting 
sicker and the rich countries are 
getting better - better treat- 
ment, better informed and bet- 
ter behaved 

This was the underlying mes- 
sage of the UN report published 
to mark World Aids Day yes- 
terday. 

A combination of greater 
public awareness, improved 
precautions and the increased 
use of the new anti-retroviral 
drugs has, for the first time, se- 
riously checked the HIV/Aids 
epidemic in the industrialised 
countries. 

In the developing world, and 
especially in Africa, the virus 
continues to take an extraordi- 
nary, and often hidden, toll of 
suffering. It is estimated that 
2300,000 people will die of 

Aids-related 

diseases this 
year, a 50-per- WORLD TOLL 


cent increase on 

1996. 

One in five People 

of the victims HIV/ Aids 

wfl] be children, 
mostly infected New HIV 

from birth. New 1997: 5.8 i 

infections, al- 
though much 1997 dea 

slower in Eu- HtV/Aids 

rope and the 
US, are occur- Cumulati 

ring at an of deatl 

“alarming rate** HIV/Aids 

in Africa and 
parts of Asia Percentaj 

and Latin woridwid 

America. HIV/Alds 

The UN- 

Aids pro- 

gramme now 
admits that it 
has “grossly under-estimated*’ 
the number of people who have 
the HIV virus, and full-blown 
Aids, in Africa- The missing vic- 
tims - about 4,600,000 more 
than previous calculations - ac- 
count for a large part of the vast- 
ly increased global estimate of 
the reach of the virus. Hie UN 
now believes that 30,000,000 
people in the world have HIV 
or Aids, a 50 per cent increase 
on last year’s figure. Of these, 
5,800,000 people were infected 
during the course of this year. 

“The main message of our 
report is that the Aids epidemic 
is far fr om over. In fact, it s far 
worse,” Peter Piot, executive di- 
rector of the UN Aids pro- 
gramme, told a press 


People living with 
HIV/Aids: 30.6 million 

New HIV infections in 
1997: 5.8 million 

1997 deaths due to 
HtV/Aids: 23 million 

Cumulative number 
of deaths due to 
HIV/Aids: II . 7 million 

Percentage of adults 
worldwide living with 
HIV/Alds: 1.0 


conference in Paris yesterday. 

Much more needs to be 
done to increase awareness of 
HIV, and the methods of safe 
sex which can control its spread, 
Mr Rot said. The UN estimates 
that nine out of 10 HIV victims 
around the world, mostly in the 
developing countries, are not 
even aware Lhey are infected. 
Even in the West. Mr Piot said, 
prevention campaigns ore not 
sufficient. 

“I have a daughter at a iycee 
here (in Paris) and what she’s 
getting in terms of sex educa- 
tion is inadequate.” 

Bernard Kouchner, the 
French Health Minister, said he 
intended to push for the cre- 
ation of a world-wide fund to 
combat Aids, especially in the , 
developing world. TVvo-thirds of ! 
all HIV victims are in sub-Sa- 
haran Africa, according to the 
UN report One in 12 of sexu- 
ally active adults in Africa has 
the virus; one in 10 in South 
Africa. 

The impact of HTV on the 
continent is so devastating 
that it has wiped out 30 years 
of gains from improved nutri- 
tion and medical treatment In 
Botswana, life expectancy has 
collapsed to the levels seen in 
the late 60s. In Zimbabwe, 10 
years has been wiped off the life 
expectancy of every child born 
since 1990. 

In Asia, where HIV did not 
strike until the late 1980s, the 
UN also reports worrying 
trends. The sheer size of Asian 
populations makes the prospect 

of a full-scale 

epidemic horri- 

i TOLL tying, UN 

• warns. Two sep- 

arate outbreaks 
ring with are reported m 

30.6 million China, one 

among drug- 
rfections in users in the 

illion south-west of 

the country, an- 
ts due to other among hb- 

L3 million mosexuals along 

the eastern 
e number seaboard. In In- 

. due to dia, the infec- 

11.7 million tlon rate 

remains s mall , 

* of adults in proportional 

living with terms, only 1 per 

1.0 cent of the adult 

population. But 
this stiB repre- 
sents up to 
5,000,000 peo- 
ple, making India the country 
with the largest number of HIV 
victims in the world. 

Although Mr Piot warned 
against complacency, the report 
suggests that a significant turn- 
ing-point has been reached in 
the battle against HIV in the in- 
dustrialised world. The number . 
of new Aids cases in Western 
Europe will drop by 30 per cent 
rim year, partly because of the 
use of the new drugs which ar- 
rest the onset of Aids proper, 
partly because the number of 
HTV infections is declining. In 
the US, figures suggest that the 
number of new Aids cases fell 
by 6 per cent last year, the first 
fell since the epidemic began in 
the late 1970s. i 
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A pint with Laurie: Many authors, such as Lee, Wilde and Shakespeare enjoyed a jar or two, and their creative powers were none the worse for it Photograph: Rob Stratton 

Writers find inspiration at the bottom of a bottle 


Alcohol has fuelled the 
imagination of our 
greatest writers says a 
new book. David Lister 
examines the evidence. 


Fancy writing the great novel 
or crafting a brilliant play? In 
that case, have a drink. Ac- 
cording to a new book, imbib- 
ing to excess is essential to the 
creative spirit 

It is not just the well-known 
high livers with strong livers 
such as Dylan Thomas, Ernest 
Hemingway, Brendan Behan, 
Kingsley Amis and Evelyn 
Waugb who mixed alcohol and 
literature. According to re- 
search carried out for the new 
book. Creative .Spurts:./! Toast Tb 
Literary Drinkers - to be pub- 
lished next week by Andre 
Deutsch -Shakespeare, Dick- 


ens, Orwell, Hardy, Wide and 
Tolkien all owed part of their 
creative spirit to other spirits. 

The book’s author, John 
Booth, who also wrote The 
Good Pub Guide and .4 Histo- 
ry of European Wine, has com- 
bined in the work an anthology 
of writing about drink with re- 
search into the drinking habits 
of the authors, lo the despair 
of anti-drink campaigners, it 
covers many of the best known 
writers in English literature - 
though not a single one of 
them is female. Women, it 
seems, have been able to write 
without an aperitif. 

Booth says: u It is surely 
unarguable that drink has been 
as powerful an influence on cre- 
ative writing as love, philoso- 
phy, desire, for fame or any 
other form of inspiration — The 
pages of literature are crowd- 
ed with bibulous characters 


whose drinking is one of the 
few principal human activities 
of which most literary people 
can claim expert knowledge. 
Love, passion, carnal knowl- 
edge, murder, war, gluttony, 
jealousy, infidelity, bestiality - 
some may boast of knowledge 
of one or other or all of these, 
but it is of drink that most can 
speak with perfect assurance." 

The tales of some of the 
modem writers are not sur- 
prising. When Kingsley Amis's 
first novel. Lucky Jim , was 
read by the publishers, he was 
told that a description of his 
hero drinking 10 or 12 pints in 
a session stretched credulity, so 
Amis, with extreme reluctance, 
reduced it to a measly eight 
pints. Neither is it a great 
shock to see that Evelyn Vrfrugh 
wrote in his diary: “Tuesday, a 
drunken day, lunched at Beef- 
steak ... Drinking in White’s 


most of the afternoon. Then to 
Beefsteak where I got drunk ... 
Then to St James’s for anoth- 
er bottle of champagne." 

But it is it shock to see 
Shakespeare included in the 
ranks of the boozers. Booth ex- 
plains that drinking “sack", an 
amber wine, is mentioned a lot 
in Shakespeare's Henry plays, 
but this wine was unknown in 
Britain during Lhe reigns of 
Henry IV and Henry V. Ac- 
cording to Booth, it is rea- 
sonable to assume that the 
paean of praise for the drink 
comes from the direct experi- 
ence of none other than Will 
Shakespeare." 

The image of Thomas 
Hardy as melancholy, intro- 
spective and respectable is not 
the whole truth either says 
Booth. “When 01, he recovered 
in Dorset, taking a prescribed 
bottle of stout a day. The bit- 
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ter ales of Bass and Allsop' 
were also recommended. And 
it is certain be sampled the 
‘sweet cyder' of Dorset that he 
remembered so fondly in his 
poems. The cider-making de- 
scribed in his novel Desperate 
Remedies has the authentic 
flavour of personal observa- 
tion.’’ 

As for Charles Dickens, the 
contents of bis wine cellar are 
revealed in a catalogue for its 
sale in 1870: “4 dozen cyder, 12 
dozen sbeny. dry golden sher- 
ry: 18 bottles sherry solera; 1 
dozen amontillado; 13 mag- 
nums of gold sherry, 4 dozen 
rare old madeira; 5 dozen port; 
18 magnums port vintage 1851; 
8 doz dry champagne, 17 doz 
very fine old Highland whisky, 
16 boils Volnay, 16 boLis clos 
vougeoL...". 

Oscar Wilde was never 
known lo be drunk, once ob- 


serving: “I have discovered 
that alcohol taken in sufficient 
quantity, produces all the ef- 
fects of drunkenness." But ref- 
erences in The Importance of 
Being Earnest show a detailed 
knowledge of fine wines and he 
was described by friends as “a 
three-decanter man”. 

However, aspiring writers 
templed to consider hard 
drinking to improve their 
chances of being published 
should note the words of J.B. 
Priestley quoted in the- book. 
He wrote: “Drunkenness in 
good literature is not like 
drunkenness in real life; it is 
subtly spiritualised; the sparkle, 
bloom and fragrance of wine, 
the jolly comradeship of the 
bottle, the Bacchic ardours 
and ecstasies, are all there, 
without the hiccoughs and the 
carbuncles, the sagging mouth 
and the shaking hands." 


Museums 
which charge 
lose a third 
of visitors 


Visitor figures at 
national museums which 
charge admission have 
fallen, a survey shows. 
David Lister, Arts News 
Editor, reveals the 
decrease in visitor 
numbers as the 
Government prepares to 
drop its commitment to 
free admission. 


If the Government drops its 
commitment to free admission 
at national museums and gal- 
leries nest week, the result 
could be a decline m museum 
attendance. 

A private survey of visitor 
numbers at national museums 
which have already adopted 
compulsory charges shows that 
visitor numbers have largely 
declined. The survey was carried 
out by two peers, the Earl of 
Clancarty and Lord Freyberg, 
and was given to The Indepen- 
dent. All the figures come from 
the museums’ own records and 
show on average a 33 per cent 
drop in visitors from the time 
they imposed charges to now. 

The Natural History Muse- 
um had 25 millio n visitors in 
1986-87 before compulsory 
charges. 1 6 millio n in 1988-89 
and 1.8 million in 1996-97. 

The National Maritime Mu- 
seum had 798,682 in 198334 be- 
fore charges, 528,000 the next 
year and 467,794 in 1996-97. 
The Royal Air Force Museum 
bad 323.000 in 1986-87, intro- 
duced charges in 1988 and is 
down to 135344 in 1996-97. 

The Science Museum had 
3,166^94 visitors in 1987-88, in- 
troduced charges in 1988, saw 
1,121,103 pass through its doors 
in 1989-90, and 1348366 in 
1996-97. 


The Victoria and Albert 
Museum had 1,577,608 in 1984- 
85, introduced voluntary dona- 
tions in 1985 and dropped to 
1.003306 in 1986-87, intro- 
duced compulsory charges in 
November 1996 and had 13 
million visitors, in 1996-97. 

Hie only national institution 
to have increased visitor num- 
bers after charging is the Im- 
perial War Museum in London. 
It had 396,000 visitors in 1987, 
introduced charges in 1989, 
when figures rose to 412,000, 
and last year attracted 444,000. 

David Barrie, director of 
the National Art Collections 
Fund, said last night: “If Chris 
Smith wants equality of access, 
then the best way to achieve it 
is free admission." As revealed 
in The Independent on Monday, 
Mr Smith, the Culture Secre- 
tary, has failed to persuade the 
Treasury to increase visitor tax- 
es on tourists to create a spe- 
cial fund for national muse ums 
and galleries so that they don’t 
have to impose charges. 

The British Museum 
trustees meet at the end of next 
week and may decide to charge, 
for admission for the first time 
in the museum’s history. The 
Thte Gallery, National Gallery 
and National Portrait Gallery 
are also free, though the Tfcte 
may now decide to charge for 1 
admission to its new Tate 
GaDery of Modem Art at Bank- 
side which opens in 2000. 

The Government’s likely 
abandonment of the principle of 
free admission flies in the face 
of earlier commitments. The 
Prime Minister, Tbny Blair, said 
in February, when he was leader 
of the Opposition: “We are con- 
cerned about the introduction of 
admission charges in national 
museums. Hie evidence sug- 
gests that high charges can lead 
to a big decline in attendance." 
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City bosses say curbs on pay are out 

Tha 


Virgin backs down 
over walk-on fares 


The Chancellor 
appealed for wage 
restraint in his ‘Green 
Budget* but the 
shortage of skilled 
workers means some 
salaries are rocketing. 
Barry dement. Labour 
Editor, warns that the 
market is king. 


Incomes would continue to be 
driven upwards despite Gordon 
Brown’s pleas for pay restraint, 
the private sector warned yes- 
terday. Shortages of skilled 
people from electricians to se- 
nior City information technol- 
ogy specialists would force 
employers to increase pay rates. 

One computer trouble- 
shooter recently changed jobs 
in the City and saw his salary 
rise from £65,000 to £90,000. In 
the London area the pay of self- 
employed electricians has risen 
from £6 to £13 an hour over the 
last year. 

While in the past unions and 
professional associations may 
have been able to exercise a 
moderating influence on 
wages, these days the market 
is king. During the recession 
the laws of supply and de- 
mand depressed levels of pay. 
but an increasing clamour for 
skilled workers has meant rock- 
eting salaries. 



In demand: Kim Johanessen, 28, IT developer with Americas Nationsbanks in the City. Salary, £200,000 phis bonuses Photograph: Glenn Copus 


National statistics for the 
whole of the private sector - 
which show wage settlements 
of between 3 and 5 per cent 
edging up slowly - mask bur- 
geoning inflationary pressures. 

B ank of England officials 
remarked in their recent quar- 
terly report that many of their 
contacts expected higher pay 
increases in the new year. In 
particular the bank discovered 


shortages in service sector oc- 
cupations such as accountancy, 
information technology (IT) 
and law. The report said that 
some computer specialists - re- 
cruited to deal with technical 
difficulties associated with rite 
millennium and the introduc- 
tion of the euro - were being 
awarded “golden handcuffs” of 
an extra year’s salary to ensure 
they stayed put until 2,000. 


Rob Wnszycz, director-gen- 
eral of the Computer Software 
Services Association, estimat- 
ed a shortfall of up to 50,000 IT 
experts. One head-hunter said 
salaries were rising by the week. 
Responding to the Chancellor's 
call for restraint, Mr. Wirszy- 
cz said-' “There are extreme de- 
mand conditions faced with a 
relatively constrained supply.” 

Adrian Fax, director of 


Quarry DougalL who spe- 
cialises in recruiting lawyers, 
said pay restraint was “Simply 
not commercially viable”. He 
said there was a marked short- 
age of newly qualified solictors. 
Also, United States firms had 
been 'bidding up” salaries. A 
newly qualified lawyer could ex- 
pect £31X000 as a starting salary 
from a British firm, but up 
£55,000 from a US competitor. 
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Lower down the income 
scale, members of the Amal- 
gamated Engineering and 
Electrical Union are due to re- 
spond today to the offer of a 
30 per cent pay rise over the 
next three years. Ken Jackson, 
general secretary of the union, 
was doubtful whether they 
would accept the increase 
which would give them a no- 
tional £9 an hour in 2,000. 


Virgin Trains, tried last month 
to abolish its cheapest walk-on 
fares. But opposition from pas- 
senger groups and industry is- 
olators has forced management 
to think again. 

The company, which is 
owned by Richard Branson, 
planned to withdraw its cheap 
Super Saver tickets in January. 
Hie proposals - revealed ex- 
clusively by The Impendent - 
would have meant passengers 
paying up to 37 per cent more 
to travel using the cheapest 
“walk-on” tickets. 

Super Saver tidcets, whit* 
can be used on any day except 
Fridays and simmer Saturdays, 
were not protected by legisla- 
tion, and rail campaigners have 

predicted they would be the first 
fares to go. 

Quis Titbits, the mana g in g 

director of Vfrgjn Trains, wrote 

to “interested parties'’ last 
months saying the company was 
“undertaking a major restruc- 
turing of West Coast leisure 
fares”. 

However, Virgin confirmed 
yesterday it had abandoned the 
proposals. “We have listened to 
various parties and because of 
the constructive feedback we re- 
ceived, we are going to keep the 
Super Saver," said Brian Bar- 
rett, chief executive of Virgin 
Trains. Mr Barrett, however, 
added that the decision “would 


be reviewed in the future"- .- 
Instead Super Saver fares 
win rise between 3 and 10 per 
cent Directors had not count- 
ed on the storm of protest they 

encountered..“We have always 
maintained that, walk-on :c^ 
parity must be mamtained,” 
said Paul Burroughs, assistant 
secretary of the Rail Users’ 
Consultative Cbinmfclee for 
North Western England. 

The rail regulator, John - 
Swift QC, also made it dear that 
he “understands the concern _ 
that the withdrawal of tickets- 
such as Super Savers may erode 
the attractiveness of rafl. as a 
flexible, reasonably-priced op-- 
tion for longer-distance travel”. 

The proposals would have 
made “turn-up-and-go'’ train . 
travel more expensive. The 
cheapest “walk-on” fare-from 
London to Manchester ft now.. 
£36. From next year, passengers 
would have had to pay £ 4d50 
- a 29 per cent rise. 

The most severe criticism 
rarm». from the office of pas- 
senger rafl fianchmngJlafl cam- 
paigners gave the decision a 
cautious welcome. “We do not 
know if Virgin, will increase 
the fores later or add more re- 
strictions on when they can be 
used,” said Jonathan Bray, di- 
rector of Save Our Railways. 

— Randeep Rarnesh 
Transport Correspondent 



Jowell warned on gene patenting 


Tessa Jowell, the public health 
minister, has been warned by 
leading British geneticists that 
the Government's policy on 
gene patenting could cost the 
National Health Service mil- 
lions of pounds - mostly 
payable in royalties to Ameri- 
can and f-ftnariian biotechnol- 
ogy companies. 

The Council of Ministers 
meets today in Brussels to dis- 
cuss the proposed European di- 
rective on biotechnology 


patenting. Nobody is yet sure 
whether the directive would 
allow companies to claim rights 
to individual human genes, 
rather than insisting that they 
must patent a new technique - 
such as a test using the gene. 
The US already allows compa- 
nies to patent the DNA se- 
quence of a gene - including 
h uman genes - outright. 

The British government 
backs the directive as it stands. 
But Professor Andrew Read, 


chairman of the British Society 
for Human Genetics, says that 
Ms Jowell got it wrong whence 
said the directive would make 
little difference. 

“I believe there are signifi- 
cant implications for the NHS 
and there is a need for strate- 
gic p lanning to cope with the 
predictable changes and avoid 
the risk of scandal,” he said in 
a letter to the minister. 

— Roger Dobson and 
Charles Arthur 


Robin Hood’s 
2** forest planted 


DAILY POEM 


Tree planting begins today on 
14 colliery waste tips in Not- 
tinghamshire. The Forestry 
Commission said the result of 
planting two million saplings 
over the next 18 months will be 
to restore Sherwood Forest to 
its greatest size since the 
Middle Ages. 

The £10m project involves 
eight former pits covering 
around 2,000 acres. In the past, 
old tips would normally have 
been restored to farmland, but 
this time it has been decided that 
reforestation would bring bigger 
environmental benefits as well 
as encouraging investment 

The land has been trans- 
ferred from British CoaJ to 
Nottinghamshire County Coun- 
cil in perpetuity. Six of the old 
coUicry sites will be redeveloped 
to attract new businesses. 


The Quiet Life 


by Seneca (4BC-AD65; translated 
by Andrew Marvell) 


Climb at Court for me that niU 
Tottering favour's pinnacle; 

AH I seek is to lie stilL 
Settled in some secret nest 
In calm leisure let me rest. 

And far off the public stage 
Pass away my silent age 
Thus when without noise, unknown, 
I have liv’d out all mv span, 

I shall die, without a groan. 

An old honest country man. 

Who expos'd to others ' eyes 
Into his own heart ne’er pries. 

Death to him ’s a strange surprise. 


The Daily Poems today and tomorrow come from the new 
Everyman’s Library volume of Roman Odes, Elegies and Em- 
ffvms, selected and edited by Peter Washington (£9.99) 
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Let children 
take more 
risks, says 
school head 


Schools and parents 
should stop wrapping 
children in cotton wool 
and let them take more 
risks. Jackie Lang, 
president of the Girls’ 
Schools Association, says 
the dangers of the 
modem world have been 
exaggerated. Judith Judd 
Education Editor, 
reports on a warning to 
overprotective parents. 


Parents are “running them- 
selves ragged*’ ferrying chil- 
dren from one activity to 
another and cocooning them 
from risk. 

Mrs Lang, head of Waltham- 
stow Hall, Sevenoaks. Kent, 
said some children at her school 
did not own overcoats because 
they were brought to school, 
wearing their blazers, in a car 
everyday. 

She told the GSA conference 
in Bristol yesterday: “Children 
aren’t allowed to walk to school 
or catch a train or bus. They 
can’t disappear for hours into 
the countryside or town. They 
have to be supervised and en- 
tertained at all times. Their par- 
ents run themselves ragged to 
fill the hours when once they 
would just have gone out to play 
or mucked around. 

“So the poor kids have gym 
club on Monday and tennis on 
Tuesday and violin lessons on 
Wednesday and extra maths 
on Thursday and Brownies on 
Friday - all worthwhile activi- 
ties in themselves and in mod- 
eration, but it’s a frenetic life.” 

As a result, she said at a press 
briefing earlier, “They never 


have to wait at a wet bus stop, 
never bad to buy a ticket, nev- 
er have the fun of sitting cm the 
top of a double-decker bus in 
London and of learning to be 
independent-” 

We were in danger, she 
added, of rearing a generation 
that could not assess risks and 
which might be tempted into 
“drink and drugs and dodgy sex 
and driving too fast" to satisfy 
their natural urge to be daring. 

She said that we had to stop 
thinking in such extreme terms. 
“We hear about Dunblane. We 
bear about murders and rapes 
because information about 
them is so universally available. 
We are maybe exaggerating 
their likeliness.” 

Parents and teachers should 
ensure that young people knew 
what to do if there were a 
mishap rather then hying to pre- 
vent a possibility of them ever 
coming into contact with a 
mishap. 

“If we teach children in a 
blanket way that all strangers 
are evil, that they should nev- 
er smile at a strange adult, that 
they should burry from door to 
door, we are breeding an un- 
healthy climate for them.” 

Schools, too, were under 
pressure to cocoon children 
because they were constantly in 
fear of the worst-case scenario. 

“Schools are deeply afraid of 
slipping up in some way ... they 
are afraid that putting a foot 
wrong with a parent or a hand 
wrong with a child will result in 
a damaging court case.” 

She admitted that when she 
was at school she had not been 
a terribly good gjri. “1 always 
have a soft spot for those who 
break the rules provided that 
they are not doing it out of 
malice.” 



Purple wigs and flying 
handbags bring opera 
into the classroom 


Think opera is ail about 
fat ladies singing? Seven- 
year-olds at south 
London primary schools 
can tell you otherwise. 
Lucy Word, Education 
Correspondent, listens 
in on music lessons with 
a difference. 

As far as class 3P at East 
Sheen Primary School is 
concerned, opera comes in a 
purple punk wig and pink 
tights and stomps around 
throwing its handbag about 
What is more, it does not 
happen in another language 
on a distant stage, but right 
in front of you in your 
classroom. And - and this is 
best of all -you can join in. 

Class 3P are only seven or 
eight years old, but yesterday 
they were treated to an early 
taste of Mozart, Handel and 
Ravel thanks to the Curious 
Opera Group. The company, 
based in Tfeddington, south- 
west London, sends a team 
of three professional 
performers - a mezzo- 
soprano , a pianist and a 
director/conductor - into 
primary schools to help 
youngsters explore the link 
between feelings and music. 

Fbr the 30 members of Mis 
Pemberton's dass, the emotion 
being musically explored 
yesterday quiddy became 
apparent They had barely 
settled cross-legged in the 
school hall, when the anger 
Harriet Roberts, in Jennings- 
style grey shorts and half-mast 
socks as the naughty child who 
wiU Dot do his homework from 
Ravers opera/. "Enfant ales 
Sortileges, stamped angrily in • 
front of them. 

Without warning or 
introduction, Harriet burst 
into song at full volume. 

Vocal exercise: Pupils at East Sheen Pr imar y; south London, experiment at the opera, workshop Photograph: Tom Klstxxi prompting hand-over-mouth 



shock, giggles, suspicion and 
sheer wide-eyed amazement 
Unexpected opera never fails 
to have an effect according 
to Curious Opera’s organiser 
Anne Hornby. 

Led by Lynn Binstock, 

workshop co-ordinator and 
head of staff directors at 
English National Opera, 
a ass 3P worked out just why 
the naughty child was angry, 
and compared his frustration 
with the miserable fury of 
Dorabella, the betrayed 
sweetheart in Mozart’s Cost 
fan Tutte who wept beneath 
her purple wig and tossed 
her pink handbag and stuffed 
toys around the room. 

Gathering round the 
piano, they composed, sang 
and acted a phrase 
describing their own feelings 
when angry — a heartfelt “I 
get really, really, really in 
rage” - before creating their 
own cardboard “Pandora’s 
Box” filled with collage 
materials to represent anger. 

Encouraging young 
children to explore angry 
emotions can bring 
revelations, according to Ms 
Binstock. “A lot comes out 
about families, and bothers 
and sisters or parents being 
unfair . In one school, we 
could really feel something 
bub bling up and it turned out 
the kids were upset about the 
dinner ladies ordering them 
about We did a whole dinner 
ladies number.” 

David Ford, head of East 
Sheen, laments the lack of 
time for such sessions as the 
pressures of the national 
curriculum combine with 
parents’ ever-rising interest 
in the three Rs. “There is a 
greater place for groups like 
Curious Opera than ever 
before -they provide 
schools with the opportunity 
to give kids experiences we 
may not have the resources 
to provide any more." 


Audit Commission blames lack of nurseries plan for drop in playgroup places 


Councils have a long way to go to 
meet the Governments timetable 
for scrapping nursery vouchers, 
say public spending watchdogs. 
Lucy Ward explains why, even 
though education authorities have 
been told to expand nursery 
education, playgroup places are 
being dosed. 


Local education authorities are often ig- 
noring the role of playgroups or private 
nurseries as they draw up plans for more 
nursery places, the Audit Commission 
said yesterday. Its study found that only half 
of LEAs bad formal systems for consult- 
ing private and voluntary nurseries, despite 
being required to work together with oth- 
er providers to fulfil government promis- 
es on expanding pre-school education. 

In some cases, moves by LEAs to open 


new nursery classes had led existing play- 
group places to dose because of over- 
provision, auditors found. Elsewhere, fail- 
ure by LEAs to planadequatety meant va- 
cant nursery places - in two-thirds of 
schools in one authority - were not being 
removed. Where there were enough places, 
they were sometimes unevenly spread. 

Auditors carried out their review last 
month as LEAs worked to fulfil targets on 
nursery places. Shortly after gaining office 


last May, the Government acted oo its man- 
ifesto pledge to scrap the nursery vouch- 
er scheme introduced by the Conservatives. 
Instead, LEAs were required to establish 
partnerships with the private and voluntary 
sectors and produce early-years develop- 
ment plans outlining how they would guar- 
antee at least a part-time nursery place for 
every four-year-old by next September. 

According to the commission’s review, 
many authorities “lacked a dear strategy" 


cn which to base their plans. Often, they had 
too little information on existing provision 
and levels of need to allow them to plan a 
strategy propetty. There were also variations 
between authorities in the level of nursery 
provision for children with special needs. 

. The controller of the Audit Commission, 
Andrew Foster, said that although many 
LEAs had made progress, “much remains 
to be done if all authorities are to be able 
to meet the objectives set out by the Gov- 



ernment and to ensure all dxUdien have ac- 
cess to a quality service." 

Playgroup leaders said the report con- 
firmed their warnings that playgroups 
were suffering as LEAs were left in charge. 
Margaret Lochrie, leader of the Pre- 
School Learning Allia n ce, said: “The find- 
ings are spot on. This term there have been 
virtually no four-year-olds in voluntary sec- 
tor provision - most of them have been in 
school reception classes.” 
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12/EUROPEAN NEWS 


Cook dilates on pain 
\ of EU enlargement 
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Britain will use its 
European Union 
presidency to promote 
sweeping internal 
changes to dear the way 
for the historic 
reunification of Europe, 
the Foreign Secretary 
said yesterday. Robin 
Cook warned that this 
will mean sacrifices by 
the EU as welL Katherine 
Butter reports from 
Budapest. 


In remarks which appear cal- 
culated to bring Britain even 
closer to the European politi- 
cal mainstream, Mr Cook said 
existing members of the EU 
would have to sacrifice “narrow 
national interests" for the goal 
of “a return to the Europe our 
grandparents knew". 

The alternative would be to 
allow the divisions of the last 40 
years to fester to replace the 
Iron Curtain with “a Velvet 
Curtain separating the haves 
from the have-nots". Address- 
ing the Hungarian Parliament 
at the start of a visit to prepare 
for the launch next year of EU 
membership negotiations with 


Hungary, Poland the Czech 
Republic, Estonia and Stoveoia, 
the Foreign Secretary stressed 
the reforms which must.be' 
tackled by applicant states. 

But equally, he said, the 
EU would have to confront its 
own problems, even if that en- 
tailed sacrifices. “Without re- 
form, enlargement will remain 
beyond reach. And for reform 
to happen, we will all have to ac- 
cept that our common interest 
in a modernised and expanded 
union outweighs narrow na- 
tional interests". 

The Foreign Secretary’s re- 
marks signal the Government’s 
willingness to. promote not only 
“Agenda 2000”, the package of 
reforms to the Eli's expensive 
agriculture and regional-devel- 
opment policies, - but also a 
shake-up of the bloc’s outdat- 
ed decision-making machinery. 

limi ting the size of the pol- 
icy-steering Commission, and 
reweighting the votes of indi- 
vidual governments in the law- 
making Council of Ministers are 
both viewed as pre-conditions 
to enlargement but heads of 
government ducked them when 
they were negotiating the Treaty 
of Amsterdam last June. 

Mr Cook’s speech in Bu- 
dapest was calculated to convey 
a message of complete and un- 


equivocal British support for en- 
largement The “prize” would 
be peace and stability but also 
the ability to tackle organised 
crime, drug-trafBckiiig and pol- 
lution 'It would also open np 
trade-opportunities, with a free 
market stretching “from Bu- 
dapest to Birmingham”. 

Enlargement to Eastern Eu- 
rope was also the policy Cham- . 
pioned by the Conservatives, 
who saw widening Europe as an 
opportunity to stymie any fur- 
ther moves to fedeaatism. 

Mr Cook sougbV however, to 
draw a dear distinction be- 
tween the two approaches, 
stressing to Hungarian leaders 
that Britain undcs Labour stood 
a much better efianoe of being 
able to deliver. “As a result of 
having respect mside the Eu- 
ropean Uniom we .can be a 
more effective illy to our 
friends outsade.^The claim that 
Labour’s “fresh start” with 
Britain's EU partners has been 
paying off in terms of influence 
appeared to have been suc- 
cessfully conveyed in Budapest. 
Gyula Horn, Hungary’s Prime 
Minister, said he welcomed the 
new government’s backing for 
enlargement ’Tor its own sake 
and not merely to avoid deep- 
ening which was the attitude of 
its predecessor”. 



Students in 
Berlin march 


took to the streets ot Benm yes- 
terday in the latest of a senes 
of protests against the level of 

public funding for. the imiver- 

Sty sector. POlice said smne 

9JXK) protesters had gatfaCTedm 

a^peaceful march through the 
city centre- 

' Thetargetofmanyofthestu-. 

dent banners and chants ws 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who 


Croatia intimidating Soros Foundation 
claims US State Department 


British soldiers in Sarajevo nightclub row 


The Nato-led peace force said 
yesterday it was investigating al- 
legations that two British sol- 
diers refused entry to a Sarajevo 
nigh tclub, threatened a police 
officer with a gun and stamped 
on a Bosnian flag. 

A Western diplomat said 
the two British soldiers were 
making the rounds of Sarajevo 
night spots after arriving from 
their headquarters in Banja 


Luka in north-western Bosnia. 
He said they were refused en- 
trance to the Senator night 
dub early on Tuesday morning 
because they had been drinking, 
and they were carrying 
weapons. The soldiers pulled 
down a Bosnian flag, stamped 
on it, and one of them pointed 
a gun at a local police officer „ 
The soldiers were picked 
up by Italian soldiers and put in 


custody of militaiy police. 

• Bosnian Croat authorities 
banned a race in the half of 
Mostar they control. Sched- 
uled to celebrate the Day of 
Statehood of Bosnia, a country 
hardliners do not recognise, 
the race was to run from the 
eastern Muslim-dominated part 
of the divided town to the 
Croat-controlled western part. 

— AP, Sarajevo and Mostar 


The US State Department 
has criticised Croatia for in- 
timidating non-governmental 
organisations. A State Depart- 
ment spokesman said that it was 
“unacceptable” for the Croat- 
ian government to engage in the 

public defamation of a pro- 
democracy foundation headed 
by the American billionaire, 
George Soros. 

Spokesman James Foley 
said on Tuesday night that the 
United States believes that the 
Soros Fbundation is making a 
“valuable contribution through- 
out Central and Eastern Eu- 
rope, including in Croatia, to 
free speech and democratisa- 
tion”. 

He also expressed concern 
about suggestions that the 
Croatian government is plan- 



George Soros: ‘Valuable 
contribution to free speech* 


nirig an intimidation campaign 
against opposition journalists 
anH non-governmental organi- 
sations in Croatia. 

Last Friday, two officials 


from an organisation funded by 
Soros were -found guilty of 
fraud and received one-year sus- 
pended sentences. The trial in 
Zagreb district court was wide- 
ly viewed as an attempt by 
Croatian government to crack . 
down on foreign-funded groups 
that President Franjo Thdjman 
says “often have illegal and 
subversive intentions". 

The attack on Soros officials 
came on the heels of TUdj- 
man’s speech last December in 
which he called the Hungarian- 
born US philanthropist George 
Soros an enemy of the state. 

Croat authorities have also 
expelled from school a promi- 
nent human rights activist’s 
daughter who took part in a 
thefL The daughter of Ivan 
Zvonimir Qcak — head of a 


Croatian branch of Helsinki 
Human Rights Committee and 
a staunch critic of the govern- 
ment’s policies - was expelled 
from school last week following 
her involvement in a theft dur- 
ing a school trip in Italy. 

This move was also seen in 

Zagreb as an act of official pres- 
sure on Cicak, who often has 
been exposed to public defama- 
tion for criticising the govern- 
ment's poor human rights 
record. 

Croatia said that it was not 
trying to stop the work of the 
Soros Foundation. “All impli- 
cations of political motives in 
this case should be dropped 
since it is obvious that the issue 
here is intention of financial 
malpractice ” said a govern- 
ment spokesman. 


ucation cuts of recent years 

from Bonn to Germany’s mam- 

ly opposition-controlled n^ponal . 

governments. — Koners 

Swiss lead on > 
land-mines 

The Swiss government ah* 
nounced that it wfll set up an in- 
ternational centre to spearhead . 
the clearance of land-mines glob- 
ally. Its efforts wfll back up anew 

treaty banning their use, pro- 
duction and stockpiling. 

The Geneva International 
Centre for Humanitarian Mine . 
Clearance will work with the 
United Nations and the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross. Other countries, 
including the United States^ 
Britain, France and Sweden, 
have said they would like to oon- 
tribnte to the centre. — AP 

Turkey fined 
for detentions 

The European Court of Human 
Rights condemned Turkey for 
arbitrarily detaining six former 
Kurdish members of the 
Ankara parliament in 1994. 

The court said six members 
of the Kurdish People’s Labour 
Party (HEP), were held in po- 
lice custody for 12 -14 days ac- 
cused of separatism and 
unde rmining Turkish territori- 
al integrity. It ordered Tlukey to 
pay £3,158 each to two MPS, and 
£2,632 each to the four others. 
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MINOLTA 


The only APS compact 
that makes sure your memories 
will never be distant ones. 


I Unlike any other Advanced Photo System 
compact, the Vectis 40 has an amazing 30- 120mm 
4x zoom range. The equivalent of 38-150mm in a 
conventional 35 mm camera. 

So, however for away your subject, the Vectis 4C 
will get you in closer than any other APS compact. 

[jJSi And because it has an extra-large viewfinder 
(a third huger than conventional compacts), with 
dioptre adjustment, you’ll also be able to dearly sec 
what you’re taking (something especially useful for 

those “'Ho w* oi spectacles). 

ED And no matter what you take, you can rest 
assured it’ll always be in focus. Thanks to the 40 ‘j 
‘P assive Autofbcusing’ and unique 6 dement 6 group 
lens, winch allows it to accurately pinpoint any 
subject. Even at 120mm telephoto. 

So, ’no bridge too for for the Vectis 40. Or 
weather too foul for that matter. 

DO Even if it rains, the Vectis 40 will continue 
to shine, because it’s ‘Splashproof*, so nothing need 
dampen your enthusiasm for taking great pictures. 

Quite the opposite. With the Vectis 40 there’s a 
whole array of technological wonders to help you get 
more from your pictures than ever before. Simply and 

easily. Right from the word go. 

Q| Open the film chamber, drop in the film 
and off you go. Ready to start shooting. 

H And what you shoot, will dictate which of 
the Vectis 40’s three photo formats you choose: ‘H’ 
format for big pictures, ‘P’ format or ‘Panoramic’, for 
a wide one (the sort that proves you’ve been to the 
Sahara and not Morecambe Bay) or ‘C format for 
' portraits or more general pictures. 



Any APS compact wfll give yon a 30mm low. 



Some APS compacts will give you a 60mm zoom lens. 



><■ . 


& 


The better one* wfll even give you a 100mm zoom lens. 



E3 Now, select ‘Auto Mode’ and 
leave all the technical bits up to the Vectis 40. 

Safe in the knowledge that, no matter what you 
shoot, it will mm out just fine. 

121 I£ however, you want to be that litrie 
bit more adventurous and creative, switch over 
to ‘Subject Program Selection’ where you can 
choose exactly the right mode to fit your mood: 
‘Portrait 5 , ‘Close -Up\ ‘Night Portrait’ or perhaps 
‘Landscape/Night View’. 

El And with the Vectis 40 there’s no need to 
be afraid of the dark. Because the Vectis 40’s advanced 
built-in Auto Flash gives you: ‘Zoom Flash’ which 
works in synch with the lens when you’re zooming, 
‘Soft Flash* to keep flesh tones looking like flesh tones 
(not flash tones) and ‘Manual Fill -Flash’, to eliminate 
dark shadows that may fill across your subject in 
daylight conditions. 

And you ean even separate your subjects by 
n«ang different rolls of film. With ‘Mid-Roll Change’, 
changing films is as easy as ^Y^ i|t ^ 

(■han gin g your mind. Unique zoom lens design. 

So if you’re keen to U\J K-J 

record beaming family pictures on one roD (the cheese 
roll?) and have other subjects covered on other rolls, 
you <*»"- Or if you want to use a different film, speed 
say, you can do that too. 

IB In feet you’ll find that you can do aD 
number of things. Like ordering up any number of 
copies of a picture. 

So if you are taking a family group shot and 
everyone in it wants a copy, simply set the print count 
on the camera and when the film is developed you 



« 23* 



A*.*v£ 

The splash proof Vectis 40. 

will have precisely the number of prints you asked for, 
automatically. 

However, should Unde Ted’s ‘syrup’ blow off 
at the crucial moment, then you can cancel that print 
just as easily. 

H And with ‘Date and Time 
Imprinting’ on the back of each print, 
everyone will know exactly when the 
picture was taken. 

Not only that, by selecting 
one of over 30 pre-set messages, you can 
even print a suitable tide on the back of 
each photograph. 

^ Impressed? You will be, we 
believe, when you get your first prints 
back, which courtesy of the new 
Advanced Photo System, will also 
include an Index Print displaying all the 
shots you’ve taken in one. 

In feet, for just £349.99, you’ll 
find that taking great photographs with 
the Vectis 40 is virtually inevitable. 


Vectis 10 


fii 


Vectis 20 



Vectis 25 



Vectis 30 



Vectis 40 

And those disappointing ones, just a distant 


memory. 


Only the Vectis 40 gives yon a 120mm zoom tens. 


Ve(t/s 

Only from the m in d of Minolta. 


■X ^ 40 is o« of a range of 12 Advanced pToto System Cameras from £69.99 to £ 499.99. Minolta (UK) Ltd Precedent Drive 
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Turkey fined 
for detention: 
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Can America swallow just one more glass a day? 

Famine k oiui nn ... « . ' : : — Bun 


Famine is giving way to feast In 
the Caiffomian vineyards, which 
have had a bumper harvest. But 
with wine drinking on the decline 
in the US, who will drink ft all? 

Tim Cornwell tests the waters. 

■Wine maker Scon McLeod lingered over 
the barrel sample from his 1996 Rubicon, 
a wme that won't be released until at least 
*-000- “The wicked youth," he called it, still 
an awkward adolescent when tasted against 
Us mature uncle, the 1993. “A real teenag- 
er," he said, studying the colour of the young 
w *ne~ “growing too quickly, not its full self." 

Since 1992, McLeod has worked at the 
Niebaum-Coppola winety, owned by the 
film director Francis Ford Coppola. The 
Rubicon, the flagship wine, retails for 
about S55 (£33). and is one of the top-rat- 
ed wines in the Napa Valley. The vineyard, 
first planted in 1855 against the valley’s 
western slopes, presents a patchwork of au- 
tumnal reds and browns in a scene more 
European than Californian 

But it is also very Hollywood. The wine- 
testing room at the original chateau sells 
pricey cigars, virgin olive oil, cutlery, and 
floral table cloths, along with Niebaum- 
Coppola sweat shirts. The winery museum 
contains, along with the history of the 
Finnish sea-captain who started the place, 
Don Cor leone’s desk from the Godfather 
set 

The good times are very much evident 
in the Napa Valley, in an industry where 
the old saw said that to make a small for- 
tune. spend a large one. Several years of 
short harvests, as the California and Amer- 
ican economies rebounded, drove prices 
and profit margins up in the mid 1990s. Mil- 
lions of tourists now converge on the val- 
ley year round, to ride and dine on the wine 
train, eat in some of America's best restau- 
rants, and do the tasting trail along pic- 
turesque roads not known for strict 
enforcement by local police. They spend 
far more on souvenirs - bottles with per- 
sonalised gjlt labels, for example -than your 




average punter. But a shadow of uncertainty 
hangs over Napa. California, a state that 
often seems perilously short of water, is 
awash with wine this winter. The 1997 grape 
crush is a giant. At about 3.5 million 
tonnes, h is expected to break all records. 

The prediction for consumers in Europe 
and the US is that Californian wines will 
be plentiful and cheapo But the coming glut 
threatens to undo the prosperity of recent 


years, particularly for the mid-size winer- 
ies who have no quality name like Coppola, 
or Rubicon, to carry them. It is forcing mar- 
keters to grapple with an old qnestion: why 
won’t Americans drink more wine? 

In 1996, Americans drank a meagre 1.92 
gallons of wine a head. That is about half 
as much as consumers in the UK, and a frac- 
tion of French or Italian consumption. Even 
in the mid 1980s, Americans drank near- 


ly two and a half gallons. “Every year, we 
still tend to drink a little bit less," said 
McLeod. “If we got everybody to drink just 
one more glass ~ " 

Wine drinkers are few in number, and 
tastes are fickle, in a country that stiD has 
a strong prohibitionist streak. Red wine con- 
sumption soared recently after health 
studies suggested it broke down cholesterol 
But surveys show that a majority of houses 


holds have no corkscrew, and suggest that 
marry people, including waiters and wait- 
resses, are intimidated by the physical act 
of pulling a cork. They are scared drat open- 
ing a bottle of wine is wasteful because it 
win go off. 

Bigger companies like Sutter Home, 
which expects to ship seven million cases 
of wine this year, and has unbhishingly sold 
sweeter wines in screw top bottles to cater 


Pilgrim Fathers bequeath a puritan mentality, as America says no to alcohol 


Bumper crop: Grape pickers 
harvesting Sauvignon Blanc grapes at 
Rossi Ranch - a contract grower for 
the Frog’s Leap Winery, in Napa 
County, California 

Photograph: Ted Stefans ki 


to middle American taste buds, have 
launched advertising campaigns to en- 
courage regular drinking. “Here’s to each 
and every day,” goes the slogan. 

“Its the big not to crack,” said Stan Hock. 
Sutter Home spokesman. “Bsople are ac- 
tually spending more dollars on wine but 
they are drinking less. The other problem 
we have is that the Geo’ X3s [Generation 
X, the twenty-somethings] seem not to be 
interested in wine, and the wine industry 
is not doing much to try to appeal to that 
group." Sutter Home sells only about 10 
per cent of its product overseas, a pattern 
repeated across the California wine in- 
dustry. 

The US s still the dominant market. But 
while US wine exports are still tiny - the 
UK, a top importer, bought just I80m 
(£ 49 m)- worth last year- they have tripled 
in 10 years, while domestic sales stayed flat 
Observers predict anew export drive to Eu- 
rope, which seems eager to taste Cali- 
fornian. 

In the meantime, niche marketing is de- 
veloping. “Women for WineSense" and 
“Wine Brats” are just two of several Napa 
Valley groups promoting wine. Vivian 
Gay, in San Francisco, jointly runs the 
Isosceles Group, marketing wines specif- 
ically to gays, typically city dwellers wifo high 
disposable incomes and sophisticated 
tastes. California wines already face com- 
petition at home from European, South 
American and Australian wines, she said, 
whose share in the American market has 
grown in the shortage years. “If the wine 
industry doesn’t really reach out for new 
consumers in a very pro-active way, they 
are in for a rude shock.” 


They call it Thanksgiving Day, 
but formany Americans a more 
accurate description of today’s 
national holiday might be In- 
dulgence Day. Eat that turkey, 
eat that pumpkin pie and drink 
that alcohoL And not in 
modest quantities. 

This year, more than ever be- 


fore however, a contrary mes- 
sage has been put about: drink 
if you must, bat why not make 
it milk or fizzy water? Especially 
if you mean to drive. 

There is a new puritanism 
here about drinking. While it fits 
with a wideT Nineties con- 
sciousness about healthy living 


- highlighted by the somewhat 
authoritarian bans on smokers 
lighting up in public places - it 
has also been spurred by a re- 
cent series of alcohol-related 
deaths on student campuses. 

Two deaths of young stu- 
dents this autumn, one at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 


nology, and another at the Uni- 
versity of Louisiana, have 
spawned a national fit of soul- 
searching about alcohol con- 
sumption at universities. Both 
deaths occurred at binge-drink- 
ing parties for freshmen. 

Indeed, there is debate in 
some states about making en- 


tire universities dry in the way 
that whole counties are dry in 
many areas. One such could be 
Michigan Stare. “Going dry is 
being discussed," admitted a 
university spokesman. “Based 
on what’s going on around the 
country, that’s clearly not an 
overstatement". 


Meanwhile, drivers who take 
a tipple before taking the wheel 
know they do so at increasing 
peril. The highways in many 
states, for example, will be punc- 
tuated tonight by road-blocks 
where drivers wfll be stopped 
randomly and tested for alcohol 
North Carolina, for instance, has 


a bus called the Blood Alcohol 
Ifcsting Mobile Lab (better 
know as the Batmobile) that 
roams the stare giving instant 
tests to wobbly drivers. 

Of course, a backlash is 
surely only just around the cor- 
ner. In New "fork, it nutyaheady 
have started. Just as cigars have 


made a stunning comeback in 
the city, so have bars selling 

wildly expensive martinis. What 
is the favourite drink at the Four 
Seasons Bar, not far from The 
Independent , nowadays? A sin- 
gle glass of very special port 
Cost? One hundred dollars. 
— Dadd Usbome, New York 



At Scottish Widows we won't blow the whistle 


on vour pension if your circumstances change 


Our plans give you payment holidays with 


no penalties. You can change the amount you pay 


depending on how much you can afford! 


And because the way we work out the value of 


yo ur fund is one of the fairest around, you wont 


jj„d yourself unduly penalised’ if you need to 


change your pension provider. (Just in 


you re worried about transfer values.) 


IF YOU'D LIKE TO KNOW MORE, PLEASE TALK 


TO YOUR INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER 
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PACKARD 


Over 9,000 brand leading 
1.1 products 

EASY ORDERING 

~ 111 




SAVE £££££! 

Order online for bigger 
discounts via OrderPoint 
our secure electronic 
commerce, visit 

WWW. 

action.com 


FREEPHONE 


Please guofe 04045 
when ordering 
Order lines open: 

Weekdays -G3;99 to 18:39 
Saturdays-G9:00 to 13:09' 
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access your favourite desktop 
applications, even when 
your desk is miles away. 
When you return, just 
dock the handheld into 
the cradle and you have automatic 
connectivity to your desktop PC.\bu 
can then transfer MS Word and MS Excel 
files; back 14 ) or restore data; and 
syncrordse your calendar, contacts an d taste 
with your favourite desktop personal inforn»ifion manager (PIM). 
If your printer has an Infra-red port you can print directly from 
your HP 300 Series Palmtop PCI 

Plug and ploy 

Sknpfy plug in a faxfrnodem* and you can access e-mail**, send and 
receive faxes and even browse the Expansion state 

mate it ^orlle^ to back up your data, ctxrtmurfoate and 
addnewappScationa 

teytxwd and stylus are comfortable andeasytouse. 
Best of afi, the WIDE display desicp makes everyWng on 
four screen easy to read -just Hte on yoir desktop PC! 


Features and prices 
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Whitehall goes on 
the record as spin 
doctors tighten grip 


The days of the 
unattributable briefing, 
may be numbered. The 
Prime Minister’s Office 
will, from now on, give 
journalists on-the-record 
statements, as part of 
what it claims is a move 
towards open 
government. 

CoBn Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
reports. 


AJastair Campbell, the Prime 
Minis ter’s press secretary, is 
expected to go on the reconi to 
malce the announcement that 
the Government is accepting the 
findings of the Mountfield 
report. 

The aim is to overcome the 
confusion and lack of confi- 
dence caused by off-the-record 
briefings about Britain's entry 
into the European single 
currency. 

It wfil not mean the end of 
the spin doctors, who will con- 


tinue to give briefings off the 
record, but all Whitehall de- 
paitmeots wDl be expected to gp 
on the record more often. 

The changes are likely to be 
presented as part of the Gov- 
ernment’s commitment to more 
open government, but it will also 
help Downing Street keep clos- 
er control of the Whitehall in- 
formation machine, and to keep 
ministers “on message". 

Downing Street wh) also es- 
tablish a unit to co-ordinate 
ministers and Whitehall press 
officers in presenting the same 
message. It will also bring min- 
isters' special advisers under the 
umbrella of the press office 
operation for the first rime. 

Peter Mandelson, the min- 
ister without portfolio, and Mr 
Campbell will play a key rde on 
the central unit, with civil ser- 
vants and special advisers. The 
Cabinet Office yesterday de- 
fended the rise in the number 
of special advisers from 38 to 68, 
with an increase in their salary 
bill from £15m under the Tories 
to £2.6m. 

The additional posts include 


the standards and effectiveness 
adviser to the Department for 
Education and Employment, 
and the UK anti-drugs co-or- 
dinator with his deputy. “It. is 
not true that the numbers have 
soared, and the special advisers 
were being run down under the 
last government,’* said a ■ 
spokesman. 

Mr Mandelson told a press 
gallery lunch yesterday that the' 
new unit would give “greater - 
clarity” with the new rules of at- 
tribution. He abb hinted that the 
social exclusion unit, which be 
heads in the Cabinet Office, is 
substantially to* widen its brief. 

Rejecting as “complete 
tosh" reports that the Govern- 
ment was bowing to vested in- 
terests such as the tobacco 
lobby and the food lobby, fol- 
lowing a report in The Inde- 
pendent, Mr Mandelson said the 
unit would be tackling social ex- 
clusion wherever it occurred. 

It had made a start on hous- 
ing estates, schools and truan- 
cy, but he said: “It is just a start 
and we will not be deflected on 
lie course on which we are set” 



Westminster arrival: Conservative MP Jacqui Lalt, elected in Beckenham last week, arriving at the House of 

first time yesterday and being greeted by the Tory party leader, WHiam Hague motog 



NHS charging 
dilemma splits 
the experts 


Two reports reveal 
disagreement among 
NHS organisations on 
whether patients should 
be charged for NHS 
treatment. Jeremy 
Lou ranee. Health Editor, 
says it is an issue that 
will not go away. 
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A radical government with a 
large majority should have the 
courage to consider charging pa- 
tients for NHS treatment as a 
way of paying for improve- 
ments in the service, a special- 
ist in public policy says. 

Geoffrey Hulme, of the Pub- 
lic Finance Foundation, the re- 
search arm of the Chartered 
Institute of Public Finance and 
Accountancy, says it is unlike- 
ly that government revenues will 
be sufficient to meet the needs 
of the NHS through taxation 
alone in the short or long term. 
The NHS is, in a word, 
unaffordable. 

But the NHS Confederation, 
representing health authorities 
and trusts, has ruled out charges 
as inequitable and inefficieuL In 
a report published today, it 
says making patients pay for vis- 
its to the GP or for hotel 
charges in hospital would deter 
some from seeking treatment 
and damage their health. 


The debate about NHS 

charges began in the summer af- 
ter Frank Dobson, the Secretary 

of State for Health, refused to 
rule them out when questioned 
about the Government’s com- 
prehensive spending review. 
Hie British Medical Association 
later issued a report suggesting 
charges could raise up to £5bn 
extra for the NHS, but said it. 
favoured raising the extra cash 
through taxation. 

Writing in the Public Fi- 
nance Foundation’s Review, Mr 
Hulme says if user-charges were 
introduced, the better-off 
should pay more and they 
should be used only for buying 
extra services which cannot be 
paid for Id other ways. 

“Their main advantage is 
that they are a tax which ritizens 
know will go to the services they 
want to use. and they will pay 
at a time when they have the 
maximum interest in the ser- 
vices," he says. 

The NHS Confederation 
says general taxation “remains 
the fairest and most cost-effec- 
tive source of finance for the 
NHS." 

However, the confederation 
adds that a minimum 3 per cent 
annual increase above infla- 
tion is needed to meet increas- 
ing demand and medical 
advances. This year the in- 
crease is 137 per cent and in 
1998-99 it is 1.66 per cenL 


Blair takes charge 
of NHS reforms 
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Publication of the Govern- 
ment's long-awaited White Pa- 
per on the future of the 
National Health Service has 
been postponed for a week to 
enable Tony Blair to give his per- 
sonal backing to the proposals 
which will put family doctors in 
the driving seat for changes to 
the way patient care is ordered. 

The White Paper was due to 
be published on Monday, but 
the Prime Minister has taken 
charge of the launch of the re- 
forms. which wfll replace fund- 
holding by GPs with groups of 
family doctors acting together 
to order care from hospi tal* 
There are increasing signs 

that Mr Blair could seek to tack- 
le the problems facing the NHS 
with a big increase in funding 
for the health service before the 
next election. A strong hi nt 0 f 
a substantial increase in spend- 
ing on the health service was riv- 
en fy the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, when he emphasised his 
commitment to increase health 
service funding above the rate 
of inflation in his pru-Budeet 
report this week. * 

Doctors leaders emerged 
from a private meeting with 
ministers convinced that the 


Government is preparing a 
“substantial" increase in fund- 
ing for the NHS. 

The Government has already 
provided an extra £300m to 
avert a crisis in the hospitals this 
■winter. The British Medical As- 
sociation is privately warning 
ministers that an additional 
£500m is needed to avoid the 
queues growing, but is poised to 
mount a cam paign for amassive 
increase, arguingthat Britain stiD 
spends far less on health than its 
European neighbours. Health 
Spending in fi/ ffcarrij pri~ 

vate health, is 6.9percent_of gross 
domestic product; France spends 
9.8 per cent, Germany 10.4 per 
cent, Italy 7.7 per cent, and the 
United States 14.2 per.cenL 

■ — Cofin Brown 
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Minister on 
the rack over 
threat of 
pit closures 


Labour MPs turned out 
in force yesterday for a 
Commons debate to 
urge a Government 
rescu ® operation for 
miners' jobs. Anthony 
Bevins, Political Editor, 
watched the minister 
helplessly squirm. 


John Battle, Minister for En- 
ergy, faced determined pressure 
from Labour MPs to his rear, 
taunts from the Tories to his 
front, and the ominous presence 
of Peter Maude Ison, Minister 
without Portfolio and the Prime 
Minister's personal trouble- 
shooter, at his side, during a 90- 
minute Commons debate 
yesterday morning. 

Frustrated Labour MPs 
from the ooalfield areas of the 
country, caught between the 
hard-headed owners of a pri- 
vatised industry and the Christ- 
mas insecurity of miners who 
again face the threat of pit clo- 
sure, wanted action. 

But Mr Battle had little to 
offer, apart from an urgent re- 
quest to Qare Spottiswoode, the 
Director General of Gas Sup- 
ply, asking her to consider 
whether a ban on the re-sale of 
gas from early gas-fired power 
stations was anti-competitive. 

The presence of Mr Man- 
delson was last night being seen 
as an Indicator of lory Blair's 
real concern that the image of 
the Labour Government would 
be damaged by further pit clo- 
sures and still more sacked 
miners. 

It is known that Cabinet 
members, ^finding John 
Prescott, haver>een trying to 
help the joiners' cause, but the 
Whitehall consensus is that 
short of renfcionallisatkm or 
heavy subsid/, tbejfejspitiful lit- 
tle that canne ddie. 

Opening the debate with 
enormous dignity, Paddy Up- 
ping - who serves as Parlia- 
mentary Private Secretary to 
Jack Straw, Home Secretary, a 
job that now demands complete 
loyalty to the Government line 
- recognised that there was 


very limited scope for Govern- 
ment intervention. 

But he warned that, even 
with a deal struck yesterday be- 
tween National Power and RJB, 
the country's main coal mining 
company, redundancies would 
follow and up to ten pits could 
dose if production was halved 
to 13 million tonnes, as forecast. 

Pushing the limits of bis re- 
stricted freedom, Mr Tipping 
asked Mr Battle to tell the 
mining communities “more 
dearly, more loudly" what was 
being done; he urged the Min- 
ister to get the owners and the 
generators together. 

He implicitly criticised the 
lack of a strategic energy poli- 
cy, saying: “People won’t invest I 
in coal or generation unless they 
know what the Government 
policy is. I have to say that 
there’s confusion around this at 
the moment. I hope you will 
state your position very clear- 
ly." 

Mr Tipping also urged the 
minister: “Now is the rime to 
step off the gas” - a direct at- 
tack on the new Government's 
approval for gas-fired power sta- 
tions, which displace coal-fired 
generation. “At the end of the 
day it is gas generation that is 
pushing coal off the agenda and 
off the face of the UK," he said. 

Mr Battle, who largely ad- 
dressed the MPs behind him, 
rather than the House as a 
whole, said Labour had re- 
ceived an “horrendous legacy" 
from the Tbries. There was no 
question of subsidy for RJB, and 
formal complaints had been 
lodged with the European 
Commission about state aid 
subsidies for cod in Germany 
and Spain. Bat even if a stop was 
put an further gas-fired stations, 
there would be no benefit for 
coal until well after 2000. 

dearly delighted by the re- 
versal of roles, the Conservatives 
went to town. They Baldly, a far- 
mer energy minister, pointed 
out that Robin Cook, now For- 
eign Secretary, bad come out 
with a six-point plan for coal' 
when he was Opposition 
spokesman which had included 
a moratorium on gas-fired pow- 
er stations. 


Compromise PR 
« system urged by 
Lib-Dems 


A compromise form of pro- 
portional representation for 
Westminster elections is sug- 
gested by a senior Liberal De- 
mocrat in today’s Independent. 

The deal offered by Robert 
Maderman, the party’s Presi- 
dent, could bring a solution to 
a seemingly intractable dispute 
between the party and the Gov- 
ernment over how the voting 
system could be changed. 

With the announcement of 
an Electoral Commission -pos- 
sibty chaired by the Liberal 
Democrat Lord Jenkins - im- 
minent, senior figures in both Robert Maclennan: Ck 
parties have been looking for a the gap with Labour 

Wa ^hough the two parties members: Under AV wfc 
agreed before the general elec- used in Australia, there ; 
tion to set up a _comrnissfon on 






they have not been able to 
agree on what type of reforms 
there could be. 

. While the Liberal Democ- 
rats have insisted on a propor- 
tional, single transferable vote 
system, senior members of the 
Government, including the 
Prime Minister and the Home 
Secretary, Jack Straw, have not 

been convinced. They have sug- 
gested they would prefer 
tentative vote system, whahK 
not. proportional and. which 
might in fact give Labour more 
seats despite the fact that .it is 

already over-represented in 

Westminster. . 

Now, Mr Maclennan has 
suggested a compromise 
could combine elements of the 

system 

asss* 1 ?' 

constituencies with seve 


Robert Maclennan: Closing 
the gap with Labour 

members: Under AV which is 
used in Australia, there is still 
one MP per constituency, but 
voters list candidates on the bal- 
lot paper in order of preference. 
The losers can then have their 
votes redistributed until some- 
one has more than '50 percent 
of the vote. ' 

“It is the principles behind 
our preferred system to which 
we are ultimately attached: a 
proportional national out-turn, 
wider voter choice and, prefer- 
ably, the attachment of elected 
members to geographical con- 
stituencies,” Mr Maclennan 
writes. The scheme was backed 
in a recent television interview 
by Paddy Ashdown, : the 
Liberal Democrat leader. 

The joint commission, 
chaired by Mr-Maclennanwith 
Robin Cos* before the election. 


Brown 

accepts 

acclaim 


Gordon Brown (right), Lhe 
Cbancdlar of the Exchequer, was 
named Parliamentarian of the 
Year yesterday, and former 
prime minister Lord Callaghan 
Elder Statesman of the Year. At 
the Spectator magazine and 
Highland Park Scotch Whisky 
awards, Mr Brown said: “I can 
genuinely say I am very grateful 
-I am grateful to have survived 
these last 10 years at aH" 

John Redwood, Tbiy trade 
and industry spokesman, was 
Questioner of the Year; Back- 
bencher of the Year was Quentin 
Davies, Tbiy MP far Grantham 
and Stamford; and Margaret, 
Countess of Miu, was Peer of the 
Year for instigating an inquiry 
into Gulf Whr chemicals and the 
health of the armed forces. 
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Children hunger for 
peace in Iraq crisis 


Nearly i milli on Iraqi chil- 
dren suffer from chronic mal- 
nutrition, despite a UN 
programme that allows Iraq to 
import limit ed supplies of food 
and medicine, Unicef said yes- 
terday. It said the health of 
Iraq’s children had dramatically 
deteriorated since the UN de- 
cided in 1991 to use sanctions 
to force President Saddam 
Hussein to give up his weapons 
of mass destruction. 

“It is clear children are 
beating the brunt of the ... 
economic hardship," said 
Philippe Heffinck, UniceFs 
representative in Baghdad. 
“They must be protected from 
the impact of sanctions." 

Inspectors continued to 
search yesterday for President 
Saddam Hussein’s suspected 
arsenal of biological and chem- 
ical weapons. Richard Butler, 
head of the UN inspection 
mission in Iraq, said he sus- 
pected President Saddam was 


hiding 200 tonnes of VX gas, 
which he described as “seven 
times more potent” than the 
sarin gas that a Japanese cult 
used in its 1995 attack on the 
Tokyo underground, which - 
killed 12 people. 

“Why would you subject 
your whole people to an awful 
process of sanctions just to have 
stuff like this?" Mr Butler said 
in a US television interview. 
“Why would you forgo SlOObn 
(£62bn) worth of oil revenue - 
for this?" Ameral-Sa arii , an ad- 
viser to the Iraqi leader, said 
the accusations that Iraq had 
tonnes of VX were “an ex- 
posed lie”. 

The US Defense Secretary. 
William COhen, said President 
Saddam must not be allowed to 
exempt his palaces from 
searches. 

Iraq claims it has complied 
fully and that the US is ma- 
nipulating the inspection pro- 
gramme to keep sanctions in 


place as long as Saddam Hus- 
sein remains president. The 
government al-Jumhoiuiya 
newspaper said “Iraq wQl not 
- tolqrate any more farces by inr 
spedion teams.? . 

In Paris, a foreign' ministry 
spokesman said France called 
“on all sides ... to show re- 
straint and moderation” in the 
showdown over inspections. - 

The US mflitaiy-comman- 
der in the Gulf region said 
America’s allies there had tokl. 
him they wanted “no more 
pinpricks” against President 
Saddam should the crisis slide 
into military conflict “If there 
is a requirement to respond; we 
ought to do it in a serious way,” 
General Anthony 7.fnni said. 

Mr Cohen said any attack 
on Iraq by US planes and ships 
massed in the Gulf would be 
reserved “only asa last option” 
by President Bill Clinton in 
consultation with Washington’s 
allies. — AP, Baghdad 
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Standoff: A British soldier talcing part in. manoeuvres in Kuwait yesterday that also involved US, Italian and IvuwaJ 
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Former US Gulf war ally pleads for Saddam 
to be readmitted to the fold 


The President of the United Arab Emirates 
yesterday made a move far Arab states to ' 
readmit Iraq to their ranks. It is another in- 
dication that the solidity of the coalition 
which opposed Baghdad in the 1991 Gulf 
war is weakening. 

Sheikh Zaid bin Sultan al-Nahayan said . 
President Saddam Hussein had committed 
mistakes out of greed, and sbould.bu for- 
given. “Saddam Hussein is not stronger than 
others and what emanated from him was 
a result of greed not only in Kuwait but in 
the whale Gulf,” he told Egyptian editors 
at the end of a two-day visit to Cairo. 

“But greed is part of the nature of hu- 
mans young and old, and if greed had dom- 
inated the Iraqi president’s mind, the Gulf 
is now well and it is Saddam and his peo- 
ple who are suffering. Let's tell this man 
that you have erred towards us . but we 
now tell you 'welcome back as a faithful 
brother’." 

Sheikh Zaid' s comments were the most 
explicit call yet to rehabilitate the Iraqi 
leader. In the past, he has called for Iraq 
to be forgiven without mentioning President 
Saddam by name. 

The UAE was part of the US-led coali- 


tion that drove Iraqi troops out of Kuwait 
in 1991. But the Gulf state has since led a 
campaign to bring Iraq back into the Arab 
fold. “The Iraqi people were not at fault. 
The one at fault is Saddam and I believe 
that we should be forgiving with the Iraqi 
president so he could return to the Arab 
family," Sheikh Zaid added. 

He also accused Iran of “trickery”, say- 
ing Tehran was offering nothing in its bid 
to improve ties with Gulf Arabs. He said 
the UAE was not ready to give up an inch 
of territory on three disputed Gulf islands 
controlled by Iran. Asked about Iran's at- 
tempts at rapprochement with Gulf Arab 
states, the UAE leader said: “Iran talks with- 
out offering anything^ - Reuters 

■ The trial opened in Qatar of 1 10 people 
charged with Hying to overthrow the ruler 
of the Gulf Arab state, which has accused 
Egypt of being behind the plot 

Seventy defendants, all Qatari nation- 
' als except for a Sri Lankan, a Saudi and a 
Bahraini, were brought under heavy guard 
to a packed courtroom in Doha, the capi- 
tal. Of the 110 people on trial, 40 are at 
large, including two Egyptians and one Tan- 
zanian. They will be tried in absentia. 


Ayatollah turns fire on 
Iran’s dissidents 


Iran's supreme leader. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, yesterday blasted dissidents 
who have questioned his authority as 
“enemy agents” and said they would be 
prosecuted with the foil force of the law. 

Speaking out for the first time in the row, 
Khamenei urged Iranians to refrain from 
taking the law into their own hands and to 
cease demonstrations denouncing the most 
prominent dissident. Ayatollah Hosscin All 
Montazeri. 

“If what they [dissidents] have done is 
illegal, which it is; if it is treason against the 
people, which it is - then executive and ju- 
dicial officials should carry out their duty 
against these individuals ..." Khamenei said 
in a speech carried on state radio and tele- 
vision. “And 1 am informed that they are 
going to cany it out and that there will be 
no laxity. I ask everyone to stop the march- 
es. Of course speakers and writers should 
continue to clear up the people’s minds." 
Khamenei said. “I urge everyone not to 
commit any illegal acts _ " 

Khamenei was apparently referring to 
attacks last week by demonstrators on the 
offices of Montazeri and another prominent 
critic. Ayatollah Ahmad Azari Qomi, in the 
Shi'ite Moslem holy city of Qom, 75 miles 
south of Tehran. Montazeri has ques- 
tioned Khamenei's qualification lo be- 
come the spiritual guide of all the world’s 
Shi’ite Moslems in addition to being Iran's 
supreme political leader. 

The controversy erupted last week into 
one of Iran's most violent demonstrations 
in recent years. Police used tear gas to dis- 
perse pro-Khamenei demonstrators in 
Qom. 

Montazeri, 75, has been Iran’s most 
prominent dissident since founder of the 


revolution. Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
dismissed him as his designated successor 
shortly before his death in 1989. Montaz- 
eri had criticised government policies in- 
ducting the treatment of political prisoners. 

Some moderate newspapers have said 
in-fighting and daily marches could mar 
Iran's hosting of a- summit of Lhe Organi- 
sation of the Islamic Conference next 
month. 

Speaking to members of the volunteer 
Basij militia, Khamenei said Iran's enemies 
and foreign media had tried to portray the 
row as a fully-fledged factional dispute, but 
reiterated that Iranian officials were unit- 
ed despite some differences. 

He added that the dissidents “were en- 
emy agents, even though they might not be 
conscious of it". But he urged Iranians not 
to lose perspective of Iran’s real enemies. 

“You should get to know who the ene- 
my is. World arrogance is the enemy, 
America is the enemy, the Zionists are the 
enemy,” Khamenei said. 

He praised moderate President Mo* 
hammad Khatami for dissipating rumours 
of a split over power-sharing by dearly stick- 
ing to the law. The debate over Khamenei’s 
powers has sharpened since Khatami de- 
feated conservative candidates backed by 
the clerical establishment in May polls. 

Under Iran's constitution, the supreme 
leader is the top state authority. He has ab- 
solute power over all government institutions. 

Criticism of Khamenei's powers has akn 
come from left-wing Islamists close to 
Khatami, and a liberal Muslim opposition 
group. The new president has repeatedly 
pledged allegiance to the supreme leader 
and refused to be drawn into the debate. 

— Reuters 


State funeral for 
dictator Banda 


Kamuzu Banda, the former presi- 
dent of Malawi, who died on TUesday, 
will receive a state funeral honouring 
him as the nation's founding father, 
despite 30 years of brutal dictatorship. 
He died in a South African hospital 
of respiratory failure from pneumonia. 
Thougb bis official birthday was giv- 
en as 14 May, 1906, long before birth 
records were kept in the former British 
colony of Nyasaland, he was believed 
to be in his late 90s.' The death cer- 
tificate put his age at 99. 

President Bakili Muluzfs govern- 
ment announced a mourning period 
until 3 December, when Banda will be 
given a state funeral in Lilongwe with 
foil military honours. The honours for 
Banda, in spite of his bated rule, 
showed that Mr Muhnri wanted to give 
Malawians a chance to pay last respects 
to tiie man who led the country for 
most of their lives. - AP 

Obituary, page 22 


Leakey party 
allowed to run 


The Kerman government registered the 
opposition Safina party of the con- 
servationist Richard Leakey, but the 
party said it was undecided about field- 
ing candidates in the general election 
on 29 December. 

The decision to register Safina 
adds a further element to calculations 
on opposition electoral strength. Pres- 
ident Daniel arap Moi, in power since 
197S, is favourite to win a final term 
against candidates divided along eth- 
nic and personal lines. 

The strength of Safina, which said 
it provided the best forum for uniting 
Kenya’s opposition when it first applied 
for registration in 1995, remains 
untested. - Reuters 


Congo move on 
massacre inquiry 


Facing a United Nations ul timatum to 
co-operate with a massacre investiga- 
tion team, a Congo- Zaire official in- 
sisted that the mission already had full 
access to the country. 

“No one is putting the brakes on 
your mission," Etienne-Richard 
Mbaya, minister of reconstruction 
and emergency p lanning told the 
team. “Your mission can begin today. 
You can go where you want-”. . 

He added that the panel,- led by 
Atsu Koffi Amega of Togo, could meet 
President Laurent Kabila, today. ' 
The government and the .UN team 
were to agree later yesterday on a rtata 
id visit the sites of reported massacres. 

On Tuesday the UN Secretary- 
General, Kofi Annan, threatened to 
withdraw the team within 4fl favirs be- 
cuuse Congo officials repeatedly 
barred the team from ce rtain areas 
since August. _ AP 


Dam-busting fish can spawn freely 


In a historic decision that has cheered en- 
vironmentalists across the nation, the 
United States government has refused fo 
renew the licence of a large river dam in 
Maine and ordered it tu be destroyed to 
make way for spawning fish. 

It marks the firs; time in US history that 
federal authorities have opted lo disman- 
tle a functioning hydro-electric dam in 
favour of reluming rivers lo species of fish. 

The implications for the hydro-electric 
industry nation-wide could be considerable. 


There are more than 500 other dams up 
for rdicensing in the US; many an; in the 
Ftocific Norlh-west and have been objects 
of campaigns by environmentalists. 

The 9un-foot-long Edwards Dam, out- 
side the city of Augusta, in southern 
Maine, is 160 years old. The Federal En- 
ergy Regulatory Commission ruled that it 
should he removed to open a I9-mfle stretch 
of the Kennebec River for salmon, bass and 
sturgeon entering from the ocean in search 
of spawning grounds. 


“Ithink people are beginning lo realise 
that a dam is not necessarily a. permanent 
feature of the landscape,” commented 
Alexander Hoar, a director at the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

The owners of the dam, which provides 
ol, Iy 1 percent of Maine’s electricity sup- 
ply, have one year to come forward with a 
plan for the structure’s demolition. How- 
cvcr, they are almost certain to appeal 
against the order. ! 
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Fall from miracle to meltdown leaves Clinton 
facing the prospect of a new global divide 


Time was when the United States 
feared they would fall to 
Communism. Now, the newly rich 
‘Tiger’ economies of Asia could 
become ‘dominoes’ once again as 
worried investors withdraw their 
money and threaten them one by 
one with bankruptcy This new 
domino effect could prove every 
bit as divisive as the last and 
shatter some American dreams to 
boot. 


Five yean ago, Bill CUnion became the first 
US president to attend the annual con- 
ference of the 18 economies known col- 
lectively as Apec - the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Co-operation grouping. De- 
scribing them as economies rather than na- 
tions got around the delicate problem of 
China’s objections to Taiwan being treat- 
ed as a sovereign countiy and the imminent 
reversion of Hong Kong to China. 

But it also highlighted the primacy of 
economics over politics in a region where 
politics can be a sensitive subject. Unlike 
the European Union. Apec - formed in 
1989- set itself no longer-term political ob- 
jective and stuck faithfully, if vaguely, to 
its brief of economic co-operation. Now, 
economics could prove its downfall 

This year, by coincidence, the summit 
was held in Vancouver, barely 50 miles into 
Canada from the US city of Seattle where 
President Clinton had presented the Unit- 
ed States as a Pacific power and natural 
leader of the fearsomely dynamic “Pacif- 
ic Rim”. But the mood was quite different. 
Then, Mr Clinton had looked forward with 
enthusiasm to a “Pacific century”, in which 
Asian dynamism would provide the engine 
for a new wave of global prosperity. This 
week, as his Secretary of State put it. rather 
more dramatically perhaps than Mr Clin- 
ton might have liked, there were fears that 
the “Asian miracle" could become an 
“Asian meltdown". 

Meltdown, probably, will be avoided. 
The United States has helped to arrange 
a series of IMF rescue packages that could 
serve the duel purpose of staving off bank- 
ruptcy in places as far apart as Indonesia 
and South Korea, and forcing economic and 
financial restructuring measures that would 
be very much to US tastes. 

This week’s Apec summit however, saw 
cracks opening up between groups of 
APEC members that could eventually 


thwart the whole US project for an Amer- 
ican-style economic regime in the Pacific. 
US ambitions to lead the grouping were 
challenged by Asian calls for recognition 
of their special identity that cast doubt on 
the whole concept of the Pacific Rim as a 
geographic and economic entity. As if this 
was not enough, there were hints that a bat- 
tle of ideology could soon be joined that 
was universally thought to have ended with 
the collapse of communism. 

President Clinton went to Vancouver in- 
tent on preaching that the way out of the 
financial instability that has beset Asia’s 
“Tiger" economies in recent months lay 
through freer markets and sound nation- 
al economic management. But he hit two 
snags. Deep-down, not all APEC countries 
accepted that IMF-stylc reforms offered a 
remedy for their, problems. Some even 
mooted an “Asian solution" that would be 
more flexible and consensus oriented than 
the fiscal rigour demanded hy the IMF. 

Although the US ensured that this 
suggestion came to nothing, Mr Clinton's 
qualifications as an advocate for the free 
market and the IMF were not what they 


BY MARY 
DEJEVSKY 


might have been. His free trade credentials 
were damaged by the refusal of Congress 
to give him “fast-track" authority to ne- 
gotiate international trade treaties. And 
even as be recommended troubled Asian 
countries to approach the IMF, the US was 
refusing - Congress again - to pay a 
$3.5bn contribution to the Fund. 

Worse, the countries experiencing the 
most acute economic difficulties - Thailand, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, South Korea - 
were the ones that followed the US mod- 
el the most closely and had tied their cur- 
rencies to the dollar. China, with an 
economy furthest from US practices in 
every respect, said with wry satisfaction that 
it was unaffected by the turmoil among its 
neighbours and expected to remain so. 

The weakening of these US-orientated 
countries, whose political standing - like 
that of Japan - derived largely from their 
economic strength, could diminish not 
only their influence in the region, but also 
that of the United Slates. If the US econ- 
omy continues to flourish, it could reori- 
entate its investment in Asia to take 


advantage of weaker regional competition 
from Japan and South Korea, but this holds 
risks. It could force it to readjust its mili- 
tary priorities in the region; it could also 
accentuate the differences - political, eco- 
nomic and geographical - between North 
America. South America and Asia - the 
very difierences that the Pacific Rim con- 
cept was supposed to blur. 

No less difficult for the US are the ques- 
tions that the Asian Tigers' problems raise 
about five-market capitalism and Western- 
style economic management. Korea, along 
with Thailand, has insisted that its current 
problems originated with an indisciplincd 
private sector that over-borrowed and 
from a poorly regulated financial sector that 
left the government exposed. 

Risk-taking in the private sector* how- 
ever, lies at the heart of a free market. Tak- 
en to their logical conclusion, the 
complaints of South Korea and others lead 
to the position articulated most forcefully 
at Vancouver by the Malaysian prime min- 
ister, Mahathir Mohamad. Dr Mahathir, 
who has long propounded a theory of 
“Asian values" - according to which Asians 
are deemed to value Western-style human 
rights less highly than government-fostered 
stability and economic growth - told busi- 
ness leaders that since the fall of commu- 
nism, the pendulum was “in danger of 
swinging too far and 'making market forces 
such an article of faith that anything done 
in its name cannot be questioned". 

Pursuing the crusade he launched after 
Malaysia fell victim to currency speculators 
earlier this year, he called for lough cross- 
border regulation of capital transfers and 
a new partnership between the private sec- 
tor and governments. And in a tirade that 
provided a worthy follow-up to European 
complaints about unwarranted American 
“economic triumphalism" at the Groupof 
Seven summit this summer. Dr Mahathir 
said that suffering caused by recent South- 
East Asian currency devaluations was 
greater by for than the suffering caused by 
corruption and poverty before. 

Attacking the power of unbridled mar- 
kets, he said: “As much as govermnent can 
become corrupt when invested with ab- 
solute power, markets also can become cor- 
rupt when equally absolutely powerful We 
sec the effect of tbatabsolute power today, 
the impoverishment and misery of millions 
of people and their eventual slavery.” 

Dr Mahathir is often dismissed as a mav- 
erick. But With the wreckage of free mar- 
kets strewn across Asia and still spreading, 
his views have a following that Washing- 
ton' may yet have to reckon with. 



Waving or drowning? This stock market trader in Tokyo - and his fellows in ‘nger* countries such 
South Korea - have signalled both a flnandai and political problem for America 


as Malaysia and 

Photograph: AP 
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The Royal Opera 


The Royal Opera - 2 for I 
ticket offer - Save up to £75 


The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
are giving you the op- 
portunity to experience 
the opera. In associa- 
tion with The Royal 
Opera we are offering 
you 2 tickets for the 
price of I to the Au- 
tumn and Whiter 
1997/98 season. You can 
choose to see any of 
three productions - The 
Merry Widow, The Bar- 
ber of Seville and Paul 
Bunyan all shewing at 
the Shaftesbury 
Theatre. 


How to Qualify 

For each 2 for 1 ticket appli- 
cation simply collect 3 tokens 
from the Independent and In- 
dependent on Sunday (tokens 
will be printed every day until 
Friday 28 November) and tele- 
phone The Royal Opera 
House box office on e&ha - 0171 
304 4000 or 0171 379 5399 
(lines are open between 1 0am 
and 7pm)idenlifying yourself as 
an Independent reader. Ifpay- 
ing;by credit card you will be 
asked to hand in your tokens 
when you collect your tickets. 
If paying by cheque please en- 
close your three tokens (you 
will be advised of the address 
when booking). You may ap- 
ply twice for die offer, collect- 
ing 3 tokens per application. 

Paul Bunyan 

Offer available 10 II □ 15 17 
December 

Ticket Prices: £4850, £39, 
£36, £32, £18.50 
Paul Bunyan is an American 
folk hero of gigantic height 



The Merry Widow 


who became the greatest lum- 
berjack in history, or so legend 
says. His work sites, and his 
fights, created geographical 
wonders like the Grand 
Canyon and the Rockies. 

Bunyan ’s adventures are 
an allegory of the develop- 
ment of virgin North Ameri- 
ca in the pioneer days. 

The Barber 
of Seville 

Offer available oh 7 JO 12 14 ' 
February 

Ticket prices: £75, £66, 
£62, £57, £33. 

The Barber of Seville is the 
first modem comic opera. 
Rossini was the star compos- 
er of an era when opera 
moved out of aristocratic cir- 
cles into boulevard theatres. 

. He believed his audiences 
would laugh at what they 
could recognise. 

In this opera, Rossini has 
al] the classic characters from 
commedia defl’arte; who have 
been around from Shake- 
speare to television sitcom. 


Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Rossini's music defines all of 
them without caricature and 
makes them available to any 
age. 

The Merry 
Widow 

Offer available 31 December 
12356789 10 January 
Ticket prices £65. £58, 
£56, £51. £30. 

Like Tho Barber of Seville, 
The Merry Widow is a ErsL 
Most operettas arc about sex 
and money, but few as 
provocatively as Lehar’s. The 
story takes jMaceiu embassy 
circles in turn of the century 
Paris. It discusses the affairsof 
a roman tic little princedom fit. - 
to rival Rudolf Rassendyl’s 
Ruritania in The Prisoner of 
Zenda . (book and operetta 
are near contemporaries). Us 
music is awash With gorgeous 
tunes - and wonderful dances 
7 evoking middle- European 
folklore, written with the skill 
of a Richard Strauss or Puccini 
(more contemporaries). The 
very word ‘operetta'' means es- 


capism -usually. 

But what’s best about the 
Widow is its realkm. Its hero- 
ine has been married before 
for all the worst reasons - on 
the rebound from an unhap- 
py affair, and for money. Its 
hero met the heroine before 
and rejected her for all the 
worst reasons - family pres- 
sure, and money - and then 
went off on a seriously 
naughty bender in Paris. He 
loves her, but can't bring him- 
self to say it. Meanwhile, 
everyone else in sight is bend- 
ing over backwards to be un- 
faithful. It’s realistic, it’s funny 
and it's sad. This perfect the- 
atrical combination gave 
Lehar a monster hit in Vien- 
na, Paris, London and New 
York. 

Terms and Conditions 

To qualify fbr the offer applicants 
must collect three differently num- 
bered tokens. Tokrns are published 
every day between November 22 
and November 28. Only the tokens 
printed is The Independent and In- 
dependent on Sunday are toffcL 
Photocopies or any other reproduc- 
tions will not be accepted. The of- 
fer is for 2 tickets far the price of I 
far each application. Each set of 
three tokens collected allows you to 
take advantage of the 2 for 1 offer. 
The free ticket may only have a val- 
ue equal to or less than the pur- 
chased ticket. This offer is only 
Valid for the three productions men- 
tioned above. The Royal Opera 
House standard terms and condi- 
tions of purchase apply to this offer. 
-The offer is subject to availability. 
No cash aheniitives win be accept- 
ed. The promoters are The Inde- 
pendent and The Royal 
Opera Hoose. 
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One night in 
Cardiff, one 
night in heaven 


That was how it was for 
Serena Mackesy. For Tony 
Blair - and thousands of 
other II People fans - it 
could be one night in 
VVfembley. And tonight’s 
the night. 

Despite the fact that the point 
of pop music, like any other 
profit- making business, is to 
shift as many units as possible, 
the taint of commercialism is 
hard to scrub oft M People may 
have been championing the use 
of real instruments and perfor- 
mance through the “Who 
Sings? Who Cares?" dance 
scene years, but there is one 
word with which they remain 
synonymous: Peugeot. 

Not that they mind that 
much. Hie James Terminator 
Cameron-directed ad that 
“Search for the Hero' 1 accom- 
panied (or was it the other way 
round?) was one of their 
smartest career moves. As 
Heather Small, the pint-sized 
soul diva whose voice has prob- 
ably inspired more shouting on 
more dance floors than any 
other over the past six years, 
says, “It’s the fact that the Peu- 
geot ad was so successful that’s 
the gallin g thing. But that’s 
why you can’t knock it" 

“The first time it showed was 
during A Jews at Ten on a Friday 
night, three minutes long,” says 
Mike Pickering, the band’s 41- 


year-old SvengplL “X kept think- 
ing, ‘this is one of the best pop 
videos we’ve ever done’. We 
could never have got James 
Cameron for a video; they spent 
something like $3m. And then 
it got resurrected because the 
one with Kim Basinger was so 
awful; all die dealers kept telling 
them to put ours back on. We 
got a few holidays ont of that" 

Plus mega-sales, of course. 
Bizarre Fruit, the album from 
which “Hero” came, charted for 
two-and-half years. Fresco, 
released on 13 October, is 
selling like hot cakes; “Fantasy 
Island”, the single released on 
Monday, notched up advance 
orders of 64,000, and tonight 
M People hit Wembley in an 18- 
date arena tour for which 
200,000 tickets have been sold. 
The Blairs are going to Wem- 
bley, apparently, darlings. 

They are unlikely to go away 
disappointed; M People know 
bow to put on a good show, and 
the spread of their audiences is 
remarkable. At Cardiff on 
Monday, the 7,000-strong 
crowd ranged from school chil- 
dren to pensioners. Gaggles of 
twentysomething women wore 
their hair piled op in imitation 
of Small and men with trimmed 
beards and serious tonsures 
hugged plastic pint glasses to 
their chests. Everyone was 
there: cool kids and their 
grannies, people who dress to 
match their pit-bulls, wine bar 
devotees. Many had obviously 



never been near the dance 
scene from which the band 
originated, but they were danc- 
ing their support-hose off on 
Monday. Egged on by the 
performers. The fcrar-picce - 
Pickering, Small, Sbovdl and 
dasrioally trainpiri gi i jfa rkf/ frpy. 

boardist Paul Heard -kept the 
house rocking with the help of 
seven other musicians. “One 
Night in Heaven” appeared 
sixth in line and the election 
night theme tune, “Moving On 
Up”, dosed the set. “Search for 
the Hero” reduced die matron 
behind me to screams of delight, 
while the entire audience sang 
along, each wrapped in a con- 
viction that the lyrics applied 
uniquely to themselves. 

Key to it all was Small, who. 
despite a reputation for shyness 
and an aversion to self-public- 
ity, stalked the stage like a 
tiger in a burr-patch, while 
PSckeimgpeifonnedSupremes- 
like hand and hip movements by 
bis microphone. Small is ener- 
getic, fierce and blessed with a 
voice straight from the darker 
recesses of the souL Her vol- 
ume, poise and control are 
hypnotic. Sod the Spkaes; if you 
want your daughter to have a 
good role model, start here. 

Now, 32, Small paid her 
dues with the rated soul combo 
HotiHouse before becoming 
one of Mike’s people (that’s 
what the “M” stands for) in 
1991. Pickering, 41, has a mu- 
sic business pedigree that's hard 
to knock— spuming dance discs 
at the Hacienda in the glory 
days of Manchester; heading 
house outfits Quando Quango 
and T-Coy, A&R-ing for factory 
Records and producing the 
Happy Mondays. Hardly an 
appearance from nowhere. And 
they are adept at managing 
themselves, playing the market, 
catching the wave of New 
Labour optimism and riding it 
all the way to shore. 

Touring, though, is both' 
strain and pleasure. Small, par- 
ticularly, suffers badly from 



M-f^ople’k Heather Small and Mike Pickering, catching the w 
optimism and riding it (by Peugeot) all the way to the shore 


i of New Labour 
Photograph: Tom Piiston 


nerves before a show. “Going 

out on stage takes up a krt of my 

day. I have a routine, and I have 
to take rime to be by myself to 
gear myself up. You have to fo- 
cus, because however 1 wake up 

at 830am, come showtime 1 

have to transcend those feelings 

and enjoy the show. If it’s a good 
show,” she adds, “I get an 
adrenalin rush.” Pickering 
laughs. “You're like a woman 
possessed when you get out 
there. Her muscles ripple. She 
frightens me.” Small cackles; for 
a tiny women, her laugh could 
demolish walls. 

She is vegan, teetotal, non- 
smoking - mostly for the sake 
of preserving that voice - and, 
with the exception of Sbovdl, 
who raises bell for all of them, 
all are more into their families 
than the party circuit. Pickering 
tore a daughter at home and an- 
other on the way; James, 
Small's eight-month-old son by 
the Rugby star Shaun Edwards, 
is on tour with them. It’s work- 
ing out welL Small is amazing- 
ly cool about the whole th i ng , 
and Pickering is an enthusias- 
tic extended family member. 
“It’s great having James. It 
land of makes up for missing nty 
daughter, you know: you can 
have a great play with him. He 
gouges your eyes out and grabs 
on to your ears. He has got cer- 
tain traits of his father you 
have to watch for. He’ll be bit- 
ing your nose off soon.” 

“I hate showbiz parties," 
says Pickering, “realty hate 
them. I just think, well, I don’t 
have to be your friend just be- 
cause we’re in the same busi- 
ness, and I find everyone is 
totally false at these parties, well, 
most people. We usually go 
and stand in a corner and have 
a laugh, and the odd person of 
the same nature w Ul come and 
stand with us.” They confess to 
enjoying the recent Downing 
Street party where they met 
Mike Leigh, a great hero, and 
got to see the rest of the house. 

Heather generally sticks to 


home in Maida We, occasion,- : • 
ally popping down to Ladbrake ^ 
Grove, where she grew up: 

"Iliey*rerealtymcetonwtJteie. . 

TheyVe seen my career, and * 


made good. Ifs very, very busy, - 
you know, but it's tribe to go 
there and visit.” 

If there’s one dung they 
hate more than showbiz parties, 
it’s the critics. “Their altitude 
didn’t reafly change when we go t 
the Peugeot ad; they hated us 
all the time. There are excep- 
tions, biit the more popular we 

got the more they disliked us,” 
says Pickering the next day in 
the hotel, hung over from post- 
gig partying bat still fresh from 
a heavy workout in the gym. The 
band have been called manu- 
factured, cynical, mainstream 
elevator music, “calculated soul 
charlatans”. 

“Musicians in Britain, every 
one of them, are all in despair 
about the critics. A lot of them 
don’t even come and see us play 
live,” says SmalL This must be 
a sharp thorn in the side of 
someone who can match five 
version with the recorded one 
every day of the week. “Our in- ■ 
spiralion comes from people Bke 
James Brown,” says Pickering. 
“All the old soul, artists, the 
dance acts, used to play live; I 
used to go and see them afl. At 
the moment there are a lot of 

people going around with DAO; 
[Digital Audio Thpes] even at lot 
of the big shows. Sometimes it’s 

necessary, of course. The Spice 
Girls have a 40-track one at the 
back with aH their vocals on, and 
they quickly fade them out so 
they can go ‘thunk you’. 

*Td find it soul-destroying to 
go out there and know that 
night after night it’s going to be 
exactly the same,” Heather con- 
tinues. “There can be times on 
stage when all the musicians are 
in synch, and you do something 
that is so magjcal. and the au- 
dience realise it, and you realise 
it, and you’re all in on it, and 
that’s what you aim for.” 


My lovely husband is a monster behind the wheel 



DILEMMAS 

VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


What is it about men and cars? 
Level-headed, kindly men can 
turn into maniacs when they get 
bciiind a wheel I recently drove 
with one of the calmest, sweet- 
est men in the world, and found 
myself quietly resolving, be- 
tween praying to God for de- 
liverers, that if I ever arrived 
home in one piece I weald fin- 
ally ring up my solicitor and 
make my win. Just in case. 

"fail gating , flashing their 
tights a tears who won’t move 
over, overtaking on hills (“I 
just know that nothing's com- 
ing”), parking at bus-stops, 
backing down one-way streets 
if not actually driving down 
them, doing spectacular li- 
tmus on motorways - I’ve suf- 
fered all of these at the hands 
of male drivers. 


WHAT READERS SAY 


This could be me 
I read your “next week’s dil- 
emma” of 20 November rather 
expecting to see my wife’s 
name at the end of it! 

I cannot explain why I 
change so much just by getting 
behind the wheel of a car. This 
coming Sunday we have to 
travel to the other ride of Lon- 
don to collect some furniture 
and I will as before, set off de- 
termined not to get annoyed 
with other drivers, or Lynda's 
comments such as “next left, no 
right, no, left ... I think”. 

Lynda and I realty enjoy 
travelling to places I know the 
way to. 

I can assure Hannah that 
she is notakme-and if she sees 
a red Fiat Pun to indicating 
left, then right, then left again, 
she'll know it’s us. 

David Buck 
Woodford. Bridge, Essex 

My husband changed 

l too, have the most wonder- 
ful husband who has always 


kind and loving- until he got 
behind the wheel of a car, 
when he used to become an ag- 


gressive man who terrified us, 
and whom the children and f 
hardly recognised. Going any- 
where was a nightmare, when 
all our stomachs turned over. 
The very thought oflris driving 
took afl the pleasure oat of go- 
ing on holiday -and it went on 
for years. We tried reasoning, 
pleading, the lot— but failed to 
him understand how we 

felt. 

I finally bad enough, and 
bought my own car, after which 
my mother, childrea, even 
friends always wanted to go 
with my car and not bis; but he 
stiflcoukln’t understand why we 
were so distressed, although he 
would not have dreamt of dis- 
tressing us in any other way. 

Then I was very ill and al- 
most (tied, and he changed 
completely and is now the mast 
careful and considerate of 
drivers, It took a frightening ex- 
perience and something very 
Mg to change him. 

I have been very lucky, usu- 
ally, fm sure, you’re on to a 
loser trying to change this type 
of driver. 

M Bowen 
Haydon Bridge 
Northumberland 


It’s terribly easy to pot it all 
down to stupidity and child- 
ishness, and also to account for 
their inability to ask the way as 
a sign of an almost patholog- 
ical weakness when it comes to 
asking for help. But I think it’s 
about innate masculinity. 
These days men may help with 
the washing-up, put the rub- 
bish out, rtiacuss their feelings, 
and even cry, but when it 
comes to cars they feel the call 
of the wild; the hunter comes 
out in them, and you can no 
more stop it than you can 
stop the cosiest, fattest, puni- 
est old cat chasing after birds. 

The inability to ask for 
help is not a weakness in that 
it’s a fear of depends ucc; 
rather, it’s a great desire for in- 
dependence. A man would no 


Why not go by train? 

What earthly point ls there in 
embarking on a motoring jol- 
ty if your husband is going to 
ruin the day with his bad tem- 
per and potentially fatal attacks 

of road rage? Next lime, Han- 
nah, insist that you both trav- 
el by train or coach. However 
nice, intelligent, funny and 
kind your husband may be, he 
is a potential danger lo himself 
and, more important, to you 
and other road users. In addi- 
tion, you will have the bonus 


more ask a local the way, than 
a primitive hunter would ask 
his mate which way the deer 
went. They have to find out for 
themselves. They only feel 
happy if they cao do it alone; 
they tike to orientate them- 
selves with maps and an innate 
sense of direction (men are 
generally meant to have a bet- 
ter sense of direction than 
women). And perhaps they 
should be admired for these 
qualities, rather than con- 
demned. 

There are lots of things 
that women do that men can't 
understand. They traditional- 
ly spend ages getting dressed, 
fussing about their hair, getting 
anxious about the size of their 
thighs, asking nervously 
whether they look OK. 


of knowing that by not using 
your car yon will be con- 
tributing less lo the damaging 
effects of pollution on these 
historic buildings that you en- 
joy visiting at weekends. 

Julia Sellers 
London Wl 

HeYjust a male driver ... 

I believe that what you are de- 
scribing here in not necessari- 
ly a dark ride of your husband’s 
otherwise gentle character, but 
simply a facet of many male 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


My boyfriend and I have 
been going out together for 
five years and he has now 
asked me to give up my flat 
and live with him. It's an 
obvious progression in our 
relationship, but for some 
reason I feel rather 
alarmed by iL I often stay 
over at his flat and he stays 
at mine, but living together 
seems such a big move. It’s 
not as if he's asked me to 
many him - wc obviously 
will someday, I feel - so I 
don’t know why I feel in- 


stinctive trepidation at the 
idea. TZte 

Letters are welcome, and 
everyone Who has a sugges- 
tion quoted will be sent a 
bouquet JromJaterfkxa Said 
your personal experiences or 
comments to me at the fea- 
tures department. The Inde- 
pendent 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf London EI4 
5DL (fax 0171-293 2182) by 
Thesday morning. And if you 
have a dilemma of your own 
that you would like to sham, 
please let me know. 


Men often find this preoc- 
cupation quite extraordinary, 
and, sometimes, maddening. 
But it’s a sign of femininity that 
they go along with fairly tol- 
erantly, despite the fact that it’s 
a mystery to them. 

Hannah and her husband 
should work out the routes long 
before they get into the car. 

If they are visiting a stately 
borne, Hannah should ring up 
the house first and find out ex- 
actly where it is. She should be 
armed with full instructions 
how to get there - and from 
every direction -so that she can 
become her husband’s navig- 
ator and they can work as a 
team. She should contribute in- 
formation — such as how many 
miles it is to the next village - 
all of which wfll make him feel 


personalities all round the 
country. By saying that he is in- 
telligent and has never had an 
accident, you imply that he is 
probably quite a good driver. If 
one is allowed to be sexist 
here, a car is probably, after his 
family and bouse, a man’s most 
prized possession, and how he 
drives it is extremely important 

Many men have imm ense 
pride in their ability lo drive 
wdL To ask a pedestrian for ad- 
vice is, in his eyes, admitting de- 
feat, and compromising his 
skills as a superior driver. With 
regard to being bad tempered 
with other drivers, this is not 
road rage, but merely extreme 
frustration at their not doing 
what he would do, and holding 
everyone up in the process. 
Driving is without doubt a 
stressful business, and your 
husband obviously feels it 
more keenly than some. 

My suggestion is that you tty 
to play relaxing music in the 
car, and talk about things oth- 
er than the journey. I cannot 
draw any parallels with fe- 
male habits and behaviour 
but men are equally surprised 
at the amount of stress from 
which a woman suffers over her 


more in control and less angry. 
If she tends to confose left with 
right, she should write a little 
L on her left thumb and an R 
on her right so that she never 
gets her directions wrong. The 
more trust her husband can put 
in his navigator, the less likely 
he is to drive too fast They 
should leave plenty of time for 
a journey, to take any urgency 
out of iL 

And if it reassures Hannah, 
she wfll know from our letters 
that she’s not alone. Even 
royalty is not immune. One of 
the Queen's recent biogra- 
phers quoted an eyewitness 
account of Prince Philip’s 
threat to put his wife out of the 
car if she once more voiced 
her fears that he was driv ing 
too fast. 


hair, make-up etc. This appears 
to a man pointless and stupid, 
as the driving stress appears to 
a woman. We are all made up 
differently, and if, all the rest 
of the time he is kind and gen- 
tle, there is nothing really 
abnormal. 

Simon Blackburn 
Bungay, Suffolk - ■ ■ 


Confront your husband 
Hannah should show her hus- 
band the letter she sent to Vir- ] 
ginia and then state quite 
simply that she wfll refuse to 
go out with him in the car as 
long as he behaves m the way 
she describes. When friends 
and relations ask questions 
because she refuses to let him 
drive her, she should tell them 
the truth. I expect that he will 
find that embarrassing. 

I believe that psychologists 
regard such masculine behav- 
iour as evidence of immatur-. 
ity and at the root of the 
modem phenomenon called 
road rage. Like many women, 
I regard such behaviour as 
puerile and would refuse to 
pander to such tantrums. 

Mrs Hewari 

Homcasdc, Lincolnshire' 
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The Millennium comes to Somerset House 
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Chris Smith, the culture 
secretary, yesterday 
handed over the lease 
for Somerset House to 
the charity charged with 
restoring the former 
London records office 
for births, deaths and 
marriages to its 18 th- 
century glory. 

Stephen Goodwin, 
Heritage Correspondent, 
toured the River Terrace 
- shut off for ISO years - 
and the vaulted rooms 
intended to house some 
fabulous collections. 


In a near-Didcensian scene, a 
dozen or so inquirers - or per- 
haps gold diggers - are stand- 
ing ai desks, leafing through 
registers of wills. This is the Sea- 
men's Hall, the room where, in 
Nelson's day, sea captains would 
go and wait for their commis- 
sions. The desks and fusty 
ledgers were later arrivals and 
will soon be gone as the Hall and 
the whole of Somerset House’s 
south side is transformed. 

With the aid of a f 10m grant 
from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, announced yesterday, 
Somerset House is to be re- 
stored and large parts of it 
opened to the public. Lying be- 
tween the Strand and the 
Thames, h. is one of the most im- 
portant 18th century public 
buildings in London, yet its 
vast quadrangular Great Court 
and grand facades have re- 
mained a virtual secret 

Sir Tim Sainsbuiy, chair- 
man of Somerset House Ltd, 
the charity established to take 
over responsibility for the build- 
ing from the Government, de- 
scribed the Great Court as “the 
finest open air living room in 
London”. In a f 15m redevel- 
opment programme the Trust 
intends to open routes through 
Somerset House linking Covent 
Garden and the South Bank, 
bring open-air theatre and oth- 
er entertainments to the Great 
Court and install three major 
collections in vaults, where the 
nation’s wills were stored. 

Somerset House is the mas- 
terpiece of George Hi's archi- 
tectural adviser. Sir William 
Chambers. His monumental 
building replaced a palace 
which from the time of James 
I had been home to successive 


royal dowagers. Queen Char- 
lotte refused to live there and 
the King had it demolished to 
make way for government of- 
fices, mainly for tax collectors 
and the Navy. 

The Inland Revenue are still 

there, and will pay rent of £2m 
a year for their offices in the cast 
and west wings. But the lax- 
men's cars, along with those of 
Lord Chancellor’s staff, will be 
cleared from the Great Court 
by next summer. 

For the architects, Peter In- 
skip and Ft ter Jenkins, the chal- 
lenge is to take an abused ISth 
century Grade I listed building 
alongside a dirty, noisy six-lane 
highway, interpret hs space and 
install modern services appro- 
priate to displaying and con- 
serving valuable art collections. 
Air conditioning is crucial. 

The centrepiece will be Lhe 
£75m collection of silver, gold, 
micro-mosaics and marble in- 
lays and gold boxes given to the 
nation by Arthur Gilbert, a 
British -born resident of Cali- 
fornia. Ranging from Ancient 
Rome to Lhe GreaL Exhibition 
of 185L many of the pieces once 
belong to popes, kings, queens 
and grand chikes. Gold boxes, 
such as the fabulous diamond- 
encrusted rococo boxes made 
for Frederick the Great, are set 
with precious stones. 

Also bound for Lhe south 
wing are the 800 works of \Vfem- 
her Collection from Luton Hoo 
in Bedfordshire, including me- 
dieval ivories and Renaissance 
bronzes. The Courtauld Insti- 
tute of Art’s gallery in the north 
wing of Somerset House will re- 
open next autumn after a £Z5m 
restoration programme. How- 
ever it will still be short of space 
and eventually 70 famous Im- 
pressionist and Posl-Impres- 
sionist pictures could be found 
a home on the south side. 

Along with a car-free Great 
Court, one of the most exciting 
prospects will be the opening to. 
the public of 480-foot Tferrace 
Walk - painted by Canaletto - 
overlooking the Thames. Be- 
neath its dismal asphalt roof is 
the Embankment building, 
which in George Ill's time 
stood out into the river. The 
building became landlocked 
with Sir Joseph Bazalgette’s 
great engineering works along 
the Embankment, but the 
arched Witer Gate and adjacent 
barge houses are still there in 
the building, awaiting restora- 
tion in a later phase. 





Winners ancient and modem: Somerset House, top (photo: David Rose}, the Millennium Centre in Dagenham, above (photo: Philip Meech) 


lottery 

WINNERS 
AND LOSERS 


It is, after all, a lottery. With 
what other truism can the Riv- 
er and Rowing Museum Foun- 
dation comfort themselves 
today as they contemplate a 
£4m hole in their plans to cel- 
ebrate the jolly boating life? 

Work is almost complete on 
the museum building at Henley, 
the Thameside home of rowing. 
Des^ned by David Cbippexfield, 
the modem, timber-dad “up- 
turned boat" building has won 
a^riaim and may have helped 
the architect secure his major 
commission to design the £1 00m 
Neues Museum for Berlin. 

The HLF does not disclose 
why it rejects particular appli- 
cations but said the museum 
sector was “heavily oversub- 
scribed”. Jonathan Bryant, the 
museum chief executive, said: 
“We certainly felt down but are 
definitely not out. We have to 
mwlfp. every effort to secure 
other funds to open this muse- 
um during 1998 as planned.” 

The museum's collection is 
taking shape, and indudes the 
1874 Thames steam launch Eva, 
a 2,000-year old log boat and the 
confess pair in which Olympic 
champions Steve Redgrave and 
Matthew Pinsent won gold at the 
19% Atlanta games. 

Induded among the HLF 
winners were 41 churches and 
places of worship, which to- 
gether got £3_5m towards 
restoration. Banbury Museum, 
Oxfordshire, is to get £2 2m for 
purpose-built galleries; Abbey 
House Museum, Leeds, will get 
£1.6m to conserve the medieval 
gateway of KarkstaD Abbey while 
adding a new gallery; £800,000 
wiD help restore the historic 
Brooklands Motoring Village 
in Surrey; and £16m towards Sir 
Norman Foster’s Great Court 
Scheme at the British Museum 
was re-confirmed. 

Money was also promised “in 
principle'' to projects induding 
the new National Maritime Mu- 
seum Cornwall on the water- 
front at Falmouth. Architects 
Long & Kentish, in collabora- 
tion with exhibition designers 
Land Design Studios, plan a 
building with “its feet in the har- 
bour” allowing the tide and 
wind into the galleries. 

Stephen Goodwin 
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Win a Christmas Shopping 
Weekend to Calais with 
Copthome Hotels and Le Shuttle 


Close your eyes and think of Dagenham 



Make Christmas To enter, simply dial the 

shopping less stressful number below, and leave 

this year by winning a yo Ur answer to the 

luxury weekend break at following question, 
the 3 star Copthome 
Calais Hotel. 

Q: What is the star 
The Hotel IS rxdrtg of the Copthome 

conveniently situated by Calais? 
the Channel Tunnd 

0930 563 564 

complex which ojrersa 

Wide choicest M Mopenden t reader* 

shops and ^ eligible for a special 

ideal to fi nalis ® y° U rate of £45 per person for 
Christmas shopping. ^ break at the 

« A hroak Copthome CoqueHe 
The weekend ureas price indudes one 

indudes a two night stay bed & breakfast & 

In one of the foxjJJT i_b Shuttle ticket 

Connoisseur based on two In a car, valid 

with breakfast, a meal for unliia/im 

two in «- and a free To book call Le Shuttle 

"•“"S ^u^mnasne to Holidays on 0990 353535 
botrie of champagne ^ quote “The 

celebrate. Independent Promotion” . 

- nn J.I-Q take foH Prices are based on two 
You can a Hotel’s people sharing a mom, A 
adv3U ? l ta £* health an d limited number of rooms 

KSrss&r 

afMT K rwdon afar Sm date X t*mdwf Ml. 
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The Millennium Centre 
embodies many of the 
qualities that win hearts, 
minds and lottery money 
these days. And, reports 
Nonfe Niesewand, it has 
been duly rewarded. ' 


Mention Dagenham and the 
mind turns to endless images 
of cars rolling off the assembly 
line. The Ka, with its saucy lit- 
tle bumpers spinning out of 
Ford. Convoys of trucks. Ex- 
haust fumes. Not a nature park 
with marshlands and butter- 
flies. bees and- trees. Yet just 
three miles down the road, the 
Millennium Centre opened 
yesterday to show off exhibits 
of flora and fauna and highlight 
all the local wildlife and flow- 
ers that have returned to re- 
claimed land around this 
ecologically sound little edu- 
cational centre. 

The plan by Dagenham and 
Barking Council is to introduce 
the locals to everything that 
nature - with a bit of help from 
the council — has restored to 
their gravel pits. Filled in with 
leftover rubble from the bomb- 
ing of London, trashed with rub- 
bish over decades, the former 
dump turned into country park- 
lands in the early Nineties. 
Landscapers moved earth to 
make undulating parklands. 
sealed off toxic soil with mem- 
branes and then layered it with 
soil, sewn with wild flower grass- 
land mixes. Now there is a great 
variety of wildlife in the chem- 
ical-free cighl-bcctare site of 
Esstbiookend and the adjacent 
anglers’ favourite spot, the 
Chase Nature Reserve. More 
than 50,000 trees were planted, 
which means that Arctic birds 


pul down their landing gear 
there. 

So the council derided to 
build a visitor centre for an ed- 
ucational programme on the en- 
vironment and to house their 
rangers, who look after the 
park and take nature walks. The 
total cost is £770,000. Over 
1,500 school children who vis- 
ited the parks, without any 
shelter if it rained, or any place 
to work, helped to secure the 
grant of £360,000 from the Mil- 
lennium Commission. Chief ex- 
ecutive Eric Sorenson called it 
“an innovative project, an ex- 
cellent resource for local 
schools as well as comple- 
menting the new park". The 
centre plans to stage special ex- 
hibitions. In the diary already 
are a National Tree Week, En- 
ergy Conservation Week and 
National Wildlife Week. 

Naturally, the building bad 
to be environmentally sound 
with all those nature lovers 
abouL “We designed it to touch 
the ground lightly,” say archi- 
tects Penoyre and Prasad, who 
won the competition. So light- 
ly that it doesn’t have any foun- 
datioos- Concrete foundations 
disturb the lan dfill on reclaimed 
land, so the two-storeyed tim- 
ber building, with its ground- 
floor exhibition centre, just 
pierces the ground with sieel- 
bladed screw-in earth anchors. 
If future generations want to get 
rid ofthe bu tiding, those foun- 
dations unscrew and the build- 
ing comes down in sections, 
leaving no trace. 

A solar-powered street lamp 
doesn't need underground 
cabling either. Looking like a 
lectern, the tilted solar panel 
collects sunlight and stores it in 
batteries until dusk-Tbcn it re- . 
leases that energy as light. It’s 
the first of its kind and will be 


monitored by Showers Solar 
UK, who donated the lamp to 
the Millennium Centre. All the 
electricity for the building is 
powered by wind turbines. 

The architects wanted the 
building to be friendly and low- 
tech looking. And contextual, 
that buzz word for architects, 
which means that in this case it 
had to look eco-chic. More 
barn than boat. So they used 
wood for the surfaces and a cor- 
rugated metal roof to retain a 
barn-like appearance. Stairs 
housed in a funnel clad in Dou- 
glas fir caused early visitors on 
site to think a football stadium 
was going up. 

The architects are particularly 
proud of the materials they 
used. Masonite beams made of 
off-cots of wood glued into a 
strong composite are a cheaper 
way of building in big spans, car- 
rying heavy weights. Like a hard- 
board rib with two softwood 
panels stiffened top and bottom, 
“it works the same way asa sheet 
of paper. If you stand paper up 
on its edge it’s stronger than 
lying it flat” they say. 

It’s the kind of project that 
is dear to the Millennium Com- 
mission chairman, Chris Smith 
He likes the idea of anything 
that gives a community a sense 
of civic pride, and anything to 
do with die environment. Add 
education to the list and you see 
why they will hold it upas an ex- 
ample of sustainable technolo- 
gy in action. 

One of the frustrations of be- 
ing a co mmissi oner ready to re- 
view projects and hand out 
lottery money for buildings is 
that they couldn't solicit appli- 
cations. Everyone who applied 
had to prove that they had 
public support and aimed to 
serve the community in some 
way. The themes that emerged 


are environmental and com- 
munity-based projects. 

So this Dagenham environ- 
mental visitor centre is a good 
example of lottery money fund- 
ing. Even better, it is opening 
on time and in budget —one of 
the first 10 lottery-funded pro- 
jects nationwide. 

It also highlights the diffi- 
culties some of the other Mil- 
lennium Commission projects 
are faring Too ambitious in 
their proposals, they have had 
to match 5030 any lottery mon- 
ey they are given before break- 
ing ground. That means 
appealing to private sponsors 
and funding bodies. Some have 
a building designed by the 
famous name architect but not 
enough money to get it off the 
drawing board. Others are wor- 
rying over filling these lottery- 
funded buildings with 
interesting contents, and theu 
maintaining them. All style, 
□ot enough content has come 
to dog a few of the really big 
players. Even Nicholas Serota 
had to go on a sponsorship- 
funding programme in the US 
to help raise money for the new 
Tbte at Bankside. 

In the third and final phase 
of Millennium Commission 
handouts, Eric Sorenson an- 
nounced that there is some 
money in the pot (he refused to 
be drawn on how much) for the 
Commission to review -some 
projects and sort them out 
Undoubtedly they will look 
carefully at model projects like 
this one in Dagenham. Not 
least because that overworked 
word Millennium means little 
more than a deadline. 

Free public open days . ; Saturday 
29, and Sunday 30 No r, at the 
Millennium Centre, The Chase, 
Dagenham. 
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To be young, ifl 1997, is to be safer than 

at any previous tune in recorded history. 
Safer, that is, in the sense of not being 
likely to die -is there any measure more 

absolute than thm? Childhood is siCer be- 
cause of medical advances and im- 
provements in public health. It is also 
safer because children have fewer fatal 
accidents, a third as many as when Ted 
Heath was Prime Minister. 

It follows that a lot of parental fear 
and anxiety is mistaken. Among the rea- 
sons is the role played by the British 
newspaper press; media-instigated fear 
of crime seems to be exaggeratedly high 
here compared with other countries. 
Parents' perceptions matter biigejy in the 
way children are brought up. Jackie 
Lang of Lbe Girls' Schools Association 
made the case yesterday for stepping 
back. Parents, she argued, need to let chil- 
dren breathe a bit, make a few mi s t akes . 
She is right. 


This is not to try and capture some 
prelapsarian idyll when, like Richmal 
Compton’s WHfiam,we could wander out 
in the meadows, slosh around in ditch- 
es, stuff frogs in our trouser pockets. It 
is true that, a generation ago, children 
played on largely empty streets which are 
now busy with cars. But it is also a fact 
that opportunities for physical activity for 
children have expanded enormously, 
from urban playgrounds, to clubs in and 
but of school catering for all mann er of 
specialist interests. Thming children out 
of doors to play is neither to subject them 
to the depredations of drug.dealens nor 
to see them fall under the wheels of 
juggernauts. 

We. do not live in an ‘urban jungle. 
Wicked predators do not wait outside 
every school or linger by every play- 
ground. Of course parents must be alert, 
but paedophilia is not epidemic. Child 
homicide of any kind, let alone the bru- 


tality of the attack on Kate Bushel!, is 
very, very rate. • 

As fir-traffic accidents. United King- 
dom children are three times less likely 
to die on the roads than 30 years ago, and 
the UK record makes it just about the 
safest country in the European Union for 
children. The most dangerous place for 
all children was, is and will always be, in 
then own homes; and the most likely 
sources of violence against them lie 
within, the sacred family. 

Mrs Lang did not of course recom- 
mend that parents let their offspring roam 
■free fromdawn to dusk. She made her 
point by reference to rainwear. Why, she 
asked, do so few of her charges possess 
raincoats? Because they are delivered and 
picked up by car. From door to door, they 
rarely feel the rain on their sldn. fair 
enough, Mrs Lang educates the middle 
classes, who can afford the car journeys. 
But her point nevertheless applies more 


generally. Up and down the social struc- 
ture, parents are tempted into over- 
protectiveness. They impose on their 
children regimes which cosset and insu- 
late them. Intending to minimise risk to 
their children they may end up depriv- 
ing them of the chance to learn for 
themselves, to make their own risk as- 
sessments. No amount of GCSE maths 
can teach children the calculus of prob- 
ability that they will need to apply, soon- 
er or later, in their own lives. 

Youth is surrounded by temptation, of- 
ten compounded by ignorance. The Unit- 
ed Kingdom is relatively safe for children 
on the roads, but it is a dangerous place 
between the sheets, on the sofa, or in the 
neighbourhood park: we have one of the 
highest rates for conceptions by under- 
16 girls in the EU. That, and high rates 
of sexually transmitted disease, reflect in 
part the failure of parents and schools to 
supply basic information. It may also 


speak about a wider failure to apportion 
riskThe newspapers (to name a prime 

mover in moral panics) and other medm 

propagate the idea that sex is n sk-free, 
while harping on the dangers ofvn&xng 
the neighbours’ dog. The world out 
there is dangerous but many of its pitfalls 
are emotional. We spend for wo-madi 
time protecting children from ibfe, and for 
too little preparing them for its traps and 

The messages given to children are of- 
ten so imbalanced that it is no wonder 

their scale of values is warped. Never take 

addictive drugs - unless they are sane-, 
tioned by advertising, the Prime Muns- 
ter and parents. Never have unprotected 
sex - but when was the last time you saw 
or read about the messy business of con- 
dom-wearing? We could do better, as par- 
ents or would-be parents. And we could 

make a start, where. Mrs Lang recom- 
mends, by lightening up. 
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LETTERS 


Deer hunting 

Sir Due to pressure from a vol- 
uble minority, however sizeable, 
deer hunting has been banned 
on National Trust land. We 
were warned that this might lead 
to the reduction of deer num- 
bers by other methods, notably 
shooting (“Bloody revenge for 
stag hunt ban", 25 November). 
We were even told why, but we 
chose to ignore the fads. 

Grass feeds sheep and cat- 
tle, which are a cash crop; this 
business is called fanning and 
provides an income, usually 
small, for a number of hard- 
working people in rural areas. 
These formers nurture their 
grass through lbe spring, sum- 
mer and autumn to provide feed 
for their animals during the win- 
ter. The deer eat this grass. 

The culling of half the stag 
population in the Quantock 
Hills at this time of year is not 
a slaughter, it is a wise pre- 
caution to reduce the number 
of deer next year. This was not 
indiscriminate slaughter of 
hinds and young deer, their 
chance of reproducing, howev- 
er, has been lessened. By re- 
moving the stags before the 
breeding season starts (next 
spring), and before the sheep 
and cattle have to be brought 
down from the uplands to their 
winter grazing areas, there will 
be more food for all the animals. 

This act is not revenge, it is 
economics. Deer may be pret- 
ty and feature as red-nosed dar- 
lings on Christmas cards but 
they can have a serious impact 
on the rural economy on a lo- 
calised scale, something that has 
been largely ignored in favour 
of more emotive issues. 
DAVID LUARD 
London NW10 

Sir. Whilst we haw warned of the 
consequences of the National 
Trust's removal, at a stroke, of 
the system that has ensured a 
constant and healthy herd of red 
deer on the Quaniocks for the 
past 90 years, we have been sur- 
prised and shocked by the speed 
and size of the cull by formers 
no longer prepared to tolerate 
the damage to their crops. 

For the sake of the deer, I 
implore the Chairman of the 
National Thist. Charles Nun- 
neley, to take up the compro- 
mise (allowing hounds to cross 
Thist land whilst further scien- 
tific research is carried out) of- 
fered to the Thist by the West 
Country stagbounds shortly be- 
fore the last council meeting. 
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which he apparently did not 
even put to his council at the 
time. Even at this late stage, I 
believe the National Trust can 
save what is left of our fine herd. 

In the meantime I appeal to 
farmers on the Quantocks to halt 
the cull in the hope that the Na- 
tional Thist (and the Forestry 
Commission) wiil act in the next 
few days to allow the existing 
deer management system to 
once again work effectively. 
NIGEL MUERS RABY 
Chairman 

Quantock Staghounds 
Taunton, Somerset 

Sir. I was appalled by the ac- 
tions of formers in Devon “pro- 
tecting their crops". It is a fair 
assumption that deer will always 
have ventured on to these form- 
ers' land and that until the ban 
on hunting imposed by the Na- 
tional Thist, the damage done 
to crops by these animals was 
tolerated. Now the animals can 
no longer he the victims of their 
barbarous play, farmers are 


viewing them as simply anoth- 
er (windfall) cash crop. 

This merely serves to em- 
phasise the moral bankruptcy 
of hunt supporters and the 
opportunistic greed of many in 
our forming community. 
STANLEY TYRER 
Bury, Lancashire 

Sir If there is no hunting, deer 
become just another pest to 
farmers. Let us at least draw a 
lesson from this tragedy; if oth- 
er forms of hunting are banned, 
many of the copses, hedgerows, 
ancient grasslands and other 
such habitats which formers 
currently preserve and maintain 
because of hunting would be- 
come an expensive irrelevance. 
THOMAS ROCHFORD 
Birmingham 

Sir With reference to the report 
which claimed to show stress 
levels suffered by deer when 
chased . . . what else would do 
you expect? The animal is in 
fear of its life. Huntsmen are in- 


troducing no greater level of 
cruelty than that which nature 
has supplied. There are people 
who wish to reintroduce wolves 
to prey on the red deer, in or- 
der to restore our natural her- 
itage. Do you think the deer will 
spot the difference? 

WILLIAM PETRIE 
Forres, Moray 

Museum charges 

Sin In the next few weeks our 
major national museums are 
going to be making crucial de- 
cisions which will affect public 
access for many millions 
(“Don’t end one of our few 
great Enlightenment legacies" 
26 November). 

Museums are being told not 
to look to the public purse but 
rather to turn to shops and su- 
permarkets to learn how to 
find the extra income they des- 
perately need. The logical con- 
clusion of this argument is that 
museums should expect no pub- 
lic funding at alL competing in 


the visitor attraction market 
Museums would be obliged to 
charge more and more as their 
binding reduced, inevitably de- 
terring the less well-off. 

The alternative is to reaffirm 
our national commitment - a 
commitment we have cherished 
from generation to generation 
- to fund our national collections 
properly. This commitment 
matters not only as an inclusive 
ideal -that the nation’s treasures 
should be free for. all, rich and 
poor - but also for its econom- 
ic benefits to the creative in- 
dustries, to cultural tourism, 
and to lifelong learning. 
CHRISTOPHER NAYLOR 
The Eari of CLANCARTY 
JAN WOOLF 
JENNIFER EDWARDS 
HILARY GRESTY 
The Campaign for Free 
Admissions 
London NW6 

Sin In a realistic world, there is 
a fair, flexible and moderate path 
between free entry to museums 


and the high fixed charges which 
deter "pop-in" visitors. 

The system which works ad- 
mirably for car parking - take 
a ticket on entry, pay on exit - 
must surety be adaptable for 
museums and galleries. The 
scale of charges would reflect 
the amount of lime the visitor 
stays, starting with a nominal 
amount, perhaps as little as 50p, 
for up to half an hour. 

This system would require in- 
vestment in ticket and payment 
machines, but the high level of 
automation would reduce the 
ongoing costs of selling tickets 
personally. As a bonus, it could 
provide useful and reliable man- 
agement information. 
PATRICIA SMITH 
London SW1 

Sir: To argue (26 November) 
that the Elgin Marbles belong 
to us is unacceptable. We are 
stewards of the marbles at pre- 
sent, but we have no rights of 
ownership. While the British 
government paid Lord Elgin 


for them almost 200 years ago, 
Elgin himself took them from 
the Plarthenon without the ap- 
proval of the Greeks and with- 
out having paid for them. He 
simply had a note giving him 
permission issued by an official 
of the occupying Ottoman ad- 
ministration. The Marbles be- 
long in Athens, however much 
we love them. 

ROB BUSH 
London N5 

Poor law 

Sin Guy Corless is right to 
question (Letters. 26 Novem- 
ber) the right of US citizens to 
settle freely in Colchester, 
when Slovakian gypsies are 
sent to prison whilst their 
asylum applications are 
processed. The reason for the 
difference is money. It has al- 
ways been apparent that im- 
migration laws only apply io 
the poor. 

The Rev PETER M HAWKINS 
Peterborough, Cambridgeshire 


How to be a card this Christmas - and look like a complete turkey 


Single parents 

Sir May I, in connection with 
the row about restricting pay- 
ments to single parents 
(“Labour revolt threatened 
over cut in lone-parent benefit" , 
21 November), make an out- 
rageous suggestion? ■ 

I think single parents 
should be split into two cate- 
gories, tbe deserving and the 
not so deserving. Single parents 
who are so because their part- 
ners have died or left them 
(after having committed them- 
selves in the first piece to 
sharing parenthood, either by 
marriage or otherwise) should 
receive state support suffi- 
cient to let them decide 
whether they want to work or 
stay at home to look after 
their children. 

Single parents who are so 
through choice or carelessness 
should be expected to work, 
provided (and this is a big 
“but") the government can set 
up a nationwide properly fund- 
ed and organised system of 
child care. 

1 am very willing to have my 
taxes used to support the first 
category, who are single par- 
ents through no choice of 
their own. But why should 2 
support women who decide to 
have babies without the means 
or the partners to support 
them? 

LYNNE REID BANKS 

Beominstcr 

Dorset 

Health warning 

Sir: You report that Peter 
Mandelson and the food in- 
dustry have been arguing that 
the Food Standards Agency 
should concentrate on safety, 
rather than nutrition (24 
November). 

In the long run, aren't they 
the same thing? Poor nutrition 
means early death — sounds un- 
safe to me. 

TERRY GILBERT 
Ipswich, Suffolk 

Faith in superstition 

Sin Peter Banks says (Letters, 
25 November) that he is not 
surprised that churches in this 
country are in decline, given 
that clergy give public cre- 
dence to “superstitions be- 
longing to the dark. ages”. 
Forgive me, but isn't that what 
priests are for? 

MARK YNYS-MON 
London N3 
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A Christmas Story 
One day Henry Trapp said to his 
wife Mary: “Are we going to 
send any cards this year?" 

He said this eveiy year as 
Christmas came over the hori- 
zon like a dinosaur. 

It was a signal for his wife to 
say, as she always did: “Td love 
not to.” 

In reply to this he always said: 
“Me, too. But there are some 
people we realty have to send 
cards to.** 

To which she always said: 
“Well, some, perhaps, far-flung 
relations and old friends, for ex- 
ample. But the idea of deliver- 
ing cards by hand to all out 
neighbours is just too revolt- 
ing ... Tbe commercialisation of 
Christmas has just got out of 
han d. And we ail go along with 
it the whole timel" 


This was the same conver- 
sation they had every year. You 
too, dear reader, have probably 
had it too, and then sighed 
deeply and got down to the busi- 
ness of doingyour cards. Bui at 
this point in the Trapp house- 
hold the conversation took a 
sharp new tun^ for Henty Trapp 
said: 

“Well this year I’m not go- 
ing to send any cards to the 
locals. Or anyone. Instead, I'm 
going to hire a sandwich board 
man!" 

“You’re what?" 

‘Ttti gn mg to hire a sandwich 
board man to march up and 
down the locality with a message 
savins ‘HENRY TRAPP 
WISHES EVERYONE A 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS IN 1997 
AND WILL NOT BE SEND- 
ING CARDS THIS YEAR.'" 


Maiy thought about it for a 
moment On the one hand, il 
was inexpressibly vulgar. On 
tbe other hand, it was a great 
idea, as long as she didn’t have 
to do ft. 

“Could you make that 'Mr 
and Mrs Henxy Trapp’?" she 
said. 

“Of course," said Henry, 
and went off to inquire about 
hiring a sandwich board man. 
Unfortunately, they were all 
hired out already, it being 
Christmas, but he managed to 
hire a spare sandwich board, and 
decided to wear it himself. He 
painted the sign with his sea- 
sonal message of greeting and 
went out In tbe streets of his vil- 
lage to walk up and down for a 
half hour or so every day, long 
enough to get the message over 
and to exercise the dog. 


On the third day, he. was 
stopped by a Mr Herbert Man- 
ners, whom he knew slightly. 

“This message of yours ..." 
said Mr Manners. 

“Yes?" said Henry Trapp, 
tensing slightly. He had half- 
expected to meet an enraged 
Christian sooner or later, who 
might accuse him of sacrilege, 
or possibly a local parish coun- 
cillor who would insist that a 
sandwich board would need 
planning permission ... 

“I couldn’t help noticing 
that the back of the board is 
Wank," said Mr Manners. “Any 
chance you could cany Christ- 
mas wishes from Mr and Mrs 
Manners as well?" 

“Yes, but it will cost you," 
said Mr Trapp cheerfully. 

They settled on a fixed rate 
of £20 far the inclusion of the 


Manners' Christmas greeting, 
which, as Mr Trapp said, sound- 
ed a lot, but would hardly buy 
a dozen good quality cards 
these days ... 

During the next week or so 
Henry was approached by sev- 
eral other customers, until he 
had to redesign the notice to get 
them all in. “Happy Christmas 
greetings from Mr and Mis 
Henry 'Euppi Mr and Mrs Man- 
ners, Mrs Harrison the florist," 
and so on. 

Then tbe vicar approached 
him in (he street. 

Henry’s heart sank. 

“Morning, Mr Trapp," said 
the vicar pleasantly. "Is this 
Christmas advertising parade of 
yours going to last much 
longer?" 

“Weil," said Henry cau- 
tiously, “a few more days, I 


thought ..." 

“Good," said the vicar. “In 
that case I wondered if I might 
add a note to your board about 
the times of the Christmas ser- 
vices in the church, and a dis- 
play feature about the Carol 
Service on Dec 18th?” 

For a moment. Hemy was 
templed io allow the vicar to 
post his announce mem free, but 
commercial sense prevailed just 

m time and he charged him a fiat 

£40. Taking advertising was just 
the breakthrough that he need- 
ed, and after the vicar's an- 
nouncement had been accepted 
he also took ads from the village 
shop ("Low. low prices for spir- 
its!"), the village pub (“Special 
Turkey Business Lunch!”), the 
seasonal visit of the Morris 
dancers and also of the mum- 
mers, who were in fact the 


Morris dancers in another guise. 

“We've had a tot fewer cards 
this year,” said Maty Trapp. • 

“Good," said Henry!. '. 

“Aren’t you a bit sad about 
it?” 

“Not when you- think that 
I've made a couple of hundred 
quid out of my rampaigp again st 

Christmas cards already," said 
Hemy. “Christmas cards have 
been very gpod to me this year.” 

“Don't you think it's a bit 
odd," said MatyThipp, That this 
all started as a protest against 
the commeraalisation of Christ- 
mas? And now you're making 
money out of the protest? What 
are you going to do next year?" 

“Expand,” said" Henty, get- 
ting up to go out to the shed, 
where he had already started 
work on malting his own sand- 
wich boards. 
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Just imagine, the earl and the 
loofah. It’s all terribly surreal 


JOHN 

WALSH 



It’s hard to say whether the Earl Spencer di- 
vorce case is working out as comedy or 
tragedy, but it's certainly packing in a lot of 
amusement value. You could hear a collec- 
tive gasp of outrage across the metropolis 
when the papers reported the view of u ex- 
pert witness" Jeremy Pasoans ky that, for a 
settlement of £300,000, Lady Spencer would 
be able to afford only “a house in a very un- 
attractive distant suburb with problems 
such as crime”. Everybody who recently paid 
£300,000 for a Charming, Four-Bedroomed, 
South-Faring, Crime-Free Home, Handy for 
Shops and Underground Station could be 
heard de mandin g, “Oi! What's wrong with 
Shepherd’s Bush/Clapbam Common/ 
Muswell Hill then?" 

More obviously rebarbative was the sug- 
gestion by Lord Spencer’s brief, Leslie 
Weinkove, that her ladyship shouldn’t be en- 
trusted with a settlement of£3.75m because 
she might not look after it properly (“There 
is a question mark over her ability to man- 
age such an award, given that she has a 12- 
step approach to life"}. Poor Victoria may 
be a recovering alcoholic, but it does not, 
presumably, stop her hiring a financial ad- 
viser. More alarming is the implication 
that Mr Weinkove regards a cash award as 
if it were some kind of small child, in dan- 
ger of neglect and abuse. 

1 confess to a shameless fascination with 
this case, even down to the public displays 
of insouciance: how, one day, the earl is 
“laughing and joking" with his advocates 
while his wife is grim-faced; the next, they’ve 
swapped roles, and she is having uproarious 
fun with one of the earl's ex-squeezes, 
while he is looking tense. Are they taking it 
in turns? Is it all being stage-managed by the 
shadowy Mr Weinkove? 

The scene that most sticks in the mind, 
however, is that business in the bathroom. 
According to his wife, his lordship was ac- 
tually lying in the marital bath when he ex- 
plained to her that she was a hopeless wife 
and a crap mother, that he had found some- 
one else and wanted a divorce. He did all 
this, let me remind you, while lying supine, 
naked, pink, hideously complacent and 
spectacularly vulnerable in a lot of warm wa- 
ter. How many female readers of these sordid 

details have, I wonder, become lost in silent 
contemplation of what they might have done 
with (handily adjacent) nailbrush, loofah, 
aerosol can, plastic duck and freezing cold 
shower head attachment? 


book Don't Till Sybil , , the story of his en- 
counter with the British wing of the Euro- 
pean Surrealist movement, and in particular 
its leading light, ELT Mesens, the Belgian 
coBagi ste (Melly had a brief affair with him 
and his wife). The place was full of ephebic 
young men, with black and white mohair 
coats and hungry eyes. Everywhere you went, 
the S-word kept turning up. “This conver- 
sation is getting terribly surreal," people as- 
sured each other, even though they'd doue 
little more than remark on the clemency of 
the November evenings. The evergreen 
artist Harry Blacker, now 88, remembered 
meeting Andfi Breton, the proto-Surrealist, 
in Paris in 1934. Breton offered him an odd- 
looking painting of a nude with drawers (the 
other sort) protruding from her limbs. It was 
by an unknown Hispanic called S Dali. The 
price was £50. “I couldn’t afford it," says 
Blacker, aghast at what he had missed. “It 
represented ten weeks' salary". In the cor- 
ridor, Julian Mitchell, the playwright and 
Inspector Morse scribe, explained to Maggie 
Hambling why he had two Wadc/orangc eyes 
and a lot of sticking plaster on his nose. An 
operation for skin cancer, apparently 
brought on by too much Mediterranean sun. 
“1 blame it on the Somerset Maugham 
Award 1 got 30 years ago," he raged, “and 
their stipulation that you have to spend it 
abroad.” Beside us, a breathless blonde in 
black sequins scrutinised one of ELT 
Mesens’s famous collages, this one a mixed- 
media symphony of faded newsprint, pur- 
ple paint and autumn leaves. “Ob it's all 
newspaper” she said, disappointed. “From 
a distance, it looked like silL I thought, what 
a good pattern that would make for a pair 
of leggings ...” Jolly surreal. 


The artist-patron relationship has always been 
a little fraught. One side supplies the cash and 
the condescension, the other does the cre- 
ativity and the gratitude. It’s never going to 
be a smooth and happy busmen. But one can 
only guess at the chronicle of supplication, 
hope, rejection and tears that lies behind the 
brusque “Acknowledgement" in Lucy 
Ellin arm’s new novel, Man or Mongol pub- 
lished next spring. It reads: “The author wish- 
es to make dear that she did not receive a 
single fucking penny from the Arts Council 
of Great Britain while writing this novel" 


Fun and games in Cork Street on Tuesday 
evening, when George Melly and a couple 
of hundred groovy chums piled into the 
Mayor Gallery to celebrate the launch of his 


The time: 11.15am on Monday. The scene: 
Carriage F on the 10.45am South "Wales and 
West train speeding to Newport The per- 
sonnel: chaps in suits, female management 
consultant, fat Welsh family returning home 
after London weekend. The tables are lull 
of coffee cups, orange juice cans, pain au 
chocolat. Then, shattering the peace, comes 
the voice of a huge, buriy, besuited man with 
a mobile phone clamped in one bearish paw. 
He barrels into the compartment like a sbhool 
bully and swaggers along it His voice suggests 
Ireland, and be is yelling instructions down 
the tiny phone as if struggling to be heard in 
Inishbofin, over tbe boom of the Atlantic. He 
is oblivious to the people in the carriage, and 
pauses at an empty seat to bellow further 
orders, as if stopping to rest at a park bench. 
My fellow traveller across tbe table raises his 
eyebrow, then turns right round in his seat 
to glare at tbe miscreant But he's British and 
therefore wouldn't dream ... 

“SO YOU’LL MEET ME THERE?" bel 
lows the Irishman. “BUT HOW WELL 
YOU KNOW ME?" There’s a brief shared 
giggle around the compartment Then a man 
at tbe back emerges from his newspaper, and 
calls out "That'll be simple. You’ll be the one 
dang the shouting. " The man looks over, with 
Celtic hostility. Is there going to be trouble? 
Amazingly, a second man shouts, "You 
don V realty need a phone, do you?” Mutinyl 
From nowhere, a third chips in, "He can 
probably hear you Just as well without one." 
The man, after a dumbshow of bafflement 
aggression and hurt, shambles off to the se- 
curity of the next carriage, leaving us tri- 
umphant. But I remember how he looked: 
lik e an actor, confident of wowing the au- 
dience with his swashbuckling panache, 
and finding instead a lot of heckling, catcalls 
and root vegetables flung through the air. 



Today sees the arrival of Santa Claus at Maty’s (above) and the beginning of Christmas shopping across the US 


Photograph: Reuters 


The hardest sell: persuading 
Americans to give up shopping 



POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

NO BUYING 
DAY 


A few days ago, standing in mid- 
town New York outside FAO 
Schwartz, the dream toy shop, 
with Bergdorf Goodman just 
across tbe road, Btoommgdales 
and Maty’s not far away, I 
stopped to breathe in the heady 
Oxygen of pure unadulterated 
Christmas consumption. It’s 
what New York’s for. It’s a dry 
martini a high octane, mainline 
jolt of retail nirvana, shopping 
heaven. 

Most Greens have never 
felt a twinge of any of that. In 
fact they have no idea at all 
what you mean, and they shud- 
der in genuine revulsion at this 
avid consumption. They simply 
cannot understand why people 
who have so much stuff already 
can possibly want anything 
more. That is why the Greens 
are not much good at getting 
across their message that tbe 
party is over and some of this 
has to change before we really 
do shop till we drop. 

A story on tbe front page of 
tbe Wall Street Journal caught 
my eye on the newsstand that 
morning. Adb listers, a well- 
financed green media cam- 
paign, were protesting that all 
the US television networks had 
refused to cany their expen- 
sively produced commercial 
for No Buying Day (which is to- 
morrow, the day after 
Thanksgiving). Adbusters plans 

to take the TV networks to 
court, for breaching the First 


Amendment (free speech). 

Their ad showed a cartoon 
pig licking its lips and snorting 
over a map of the US with a 
voice-over in tones of green dis- 
gust telling Americans that in 
their guzzling greed they each 
consume “five times more than 
a Mexican, 10 times more than 
a Chinese and 30 times more 
than an Indian ..." Americans 
do not like to be called pigs, 
guzzlers, fat or ugly so the net- 
works banned the commercial. 
When the ad did appear on tbe 
cable CNN chann el, the cam- 
paign was inundated with abu- 
sive calls from people insisting 
on their right to consume what- 
ever they like. 

What of tomorrow’s No 
Buying Day? It has about as 
much chance of success in 
Manhattan as an Anti-Allah 
rally in Tbhran. Nonetheless, all 
over the Western world, fol- 
lowing America’s lead, tomor- 
row is anti-shopping day. In 
London, friends of the Earth 
is opening a No Shop art in- 
stallation in Waterloo for No 
Shop Day. A No Sales Assistant 
(a familiar sort) will sell people 
nothing and give them receipts 
thanking them for not shopping 
here. There will be No Shop 
zones in many British cities, 
with people selling “real" val- 
ues - Romance Wine, Best Pal 
Lager and limited edition jars 
of Happiness. Some people 
win be making their own Christ- 
mas presents in the streets 
(beware the macrame pot-plant 
holder and the rafia lamp- 
shade). 

While it’s witty, there is also 
a puritanical moral agenda 
here that makes their message 
pretty unpalatable. Sometimes 
the green movement sounds as 
if it started out with a revulsion 
for the modern world, and 
then looked around for good 
scientific reasons to back up 
their gut disgust. They simply - 
lack that sense of pleasure and 
good fortune others of us feel 
when contemplating the won- 
der of a television set, a com- 
puter, a central heating 
thermostat, a microwave, a car. 


a w ashing machin e or a mobile 
phone. Back to nature is aO very 
well, but a washing machine is 
a whole lot betteT. In a recent 
hand-out. Friends of the Earth 
quotes a (male) guru describ- 
ing the clothes' line as one of 
Seven Sustainable Wonders of 
the World. Really. 

Kalle Lasn, the American 
former advertising executive 
who founded Adbusters, which 
devotes itself to debunking 
consumerism, says No Buying 
Day is a chance to make peo- 
ple break their “Buyalogical 
Urge”. He told me he thinks 
shopping is a sign of depression, 
a disease. “For the disempow- 
ered, it’s therapy because in a 
shop they’re the boss, in con- 
trol, with all these nice polite 
sales assistants. Of course when 
they come out they feel even 
worse. The whole American 
dream is built on consuming 
more and more." 

Friends of the Earth in Lon- 
don are equally inclined to 
moralise. Said their press offi- 
cer yesterday, “Most of what 
people consume doesn’t buy 
them pleasure. They can have 
more cars and mobile phones, 
but they really need more time 
for family, friends and com- 
municating with people.” ( It's 
good to talk, but not by phone). 
“Buying things doesn't buy 
people happiness in any mean- 
ingful sense." This kind of talk 
makes me uneasy. How do you 
judge whose happiness is 
“meaningful”? 

AD this anti-consumerism in 
tbe Green movement is a seri- 
ous mistake. It alienates normal 
people, who, since the dawn of 
time, have always liked to ac- 
quire more things, given half a 
chance. Shopping is now the top 
leisure activity, hence the bur- 
geoning malls. Telling people 
they mustn't - or worse, that 
they’re pigs, is a recipe to guar- 
antee the Greeu movement a 
permanent place on the mar- 
gins of political life. 

Nest week tbe Kyoto dimate 
s ummi t opens, trying, yet again, 
to commit the world’s big con- 
sumers to bum less fossil fuel. 


The more economic growth, the 
more fuel we burn: emitting less 
C02 usually means consuming 
less. At last the world’s leaders 
are signed up to the idea that 
something must be done, be- 
cause climate change is here 
and is a peril The Americans 
are again cast as the villains, 
with their Congress refusing to 
cut back, despite Clinton's ef- 
forts. Europe wili look smug: 
while American C02 emis- 
sions have soared, the EU will 
hit its target of stabilising C02 
at 1 990 levels by the year 2000. 
However, Europe has only 
done it by accident not by 
green self-sacrifice - with re- 
cessions in some countries, 
Britain’s shift from coal to gas 
power stations, Germany’s 
cleaning up/closing down of 
the East’s Inefficient dirty fac- 
tories. In other words, an one 
has yet taken any pain on pur- 
pose in order to slow global 
warming. 

If the West's leaders fail to 
reach a significant legally bind- 
ing agreement it will be out of 
fear of the voters in rich coun- 
tries who have not yet serious- 
ly confronted the issue. Why 
not? Because the West’s lead- 
ers have not dared confront 
their voters with tbe bard truth. 
Only this week our own Chan- 
cellor was trumpeting both 
economic growth and lower 
energy prices, while giving a tid- 


dly bit for more home insula- 
tion, as if greenness was just a 
little add-on. If our politicians 
don’t dare hint at even a tittle 
belt-tightening, then who is 
going to change popular atti- 
tudes, creating a political cli- 
mate where politicians can be 
elected who will tackle the 
global climate? 

If all we've got is tbe green 
movement, then the message is 
unlikely to get far. Apocalypse 
Now is not the right message, 
nor is hair-shirt shopping-hate. 
Change is needed, but it doesn't 
mean closing down Oxford 
Street and the end of capital- 
ism. Fuel prices need to rise, en- 
ergy conserved, patterns of 
consuming and public spending 
need to change. Doing that eq- 
uitably will be difficult but not 
impossible, nor the end of 
shopping as we know it But, 
yes. it does mean some pain. 

I like the radical plan de- 
vised by Dr Mayer Hillman, of 
the Policy Studies Institute, 
where every country, then every 
individual within it, is given an 
energy ration. The rich could 
buy rations from the poor, to 
their mutual advantage, dis- 
tributing both energy and mon- 
ey more fairly. But as Kyoto will 
probably prove, the wedd is stiQ 
as unlikely to adopt that kind 
of thinking as Manhattan is to 
shut down on No Buying Day 
tomorrow. 


What can happen when opposing parties co-operate 


ROBERT 

MACLENNAN 

VOTING 

REFORM 


[he agreement of the Com- 
nittee on Constitutional Re- 

n rm chaired by Rob* 11 Co ° , 
i .if l general 



ection, much oi wnuai - 

idled in our manifesto ana 
at of the Labour Party, has set 
tram an unprecedented neg- 
ative programme of consti- 
tional change. And now, wi 
e expected amotmeetpe 11 *® 
e appointment of a Govern- 
ed Commission to i* 00 ™” 
end a fair voting system 
’estminster. is an apt 
reflect on the results 
oss-party co-operatiou- 


The two parties started from 
quite different positions. 

Labour - frustrated by years of 

opposition, threatened by na- 
tionalists in their heartland, 
scandalised by Tbiy abuses of 
power and patronage - recog- 
nised the need for a number of 
different reforms to minister to 
the nation’s sickness of gov- 
ernment We libera] Demoo- 
rats had a wider and more 
coherent ultimate objective - a 
rebalanced written constitu- 
tion. with proper checks and 
balances, to replace the out- 
dated concept of tbe sovereignly 
of Parliament with a practical 
scheme to secure the sover- 
eignty of the people. But the po- 
litical parties thought it helpful 
to the securing of a reform- 
minded Parliament to agree a 
common programme of step-by- 
step changes. 

The innovation of the Lib- 
eral Democrat membership of 
the Cabinet Committee has 
been a necessaiy pan of the 


process of implementing con- 
stitutional change. It has given 
us the forum in which to argue 
for our priorities, to seek to 
modify proposals or to bring 
forward timely and apt ideas to 
meet problems. Of course there 
have been moments of difficulty 
and disagreement; but to have 
within prospect die achieve- 
ment cif Scottish and Welsh 
Home Rule, tbe European 
Convention on Human Rights 
enforceable in British Courts, 
and a nationwide proportional 
system of election to the Euro- 
pean Parliament to pick out 
only the pre-eminent matters 
tackled - is highly satisfactory. 

For many reformers, how- 
ever, the question of fair votes 
for Westminsters a touchstone 
issue. It is the key to tbe plural- 
ist system of government to 
which we aspire. In our cross- 
party pre-election agreement 
we proposed that "a Commis- 
sion on voting systems for the 
Westminster parioment should 


be appointed early in the next 
Parliament to recommend the 
appropriate proportional alter- 
native to the first-past-the-post 
system.” Wb are approaching the 
moment when the process erf im- 
plementing that undertaking 
must be put in train. 

The choice of chairman and 
membership of the commissi an 

are important to the achieve- 
ment of a recommendation 
that will carry weight with the 
electors. The remit of the com- 
mission should satisfy the two 
parties' agreement, in the case 

of Labour specifically reflected 

in their election manifesto. 

There have been flurries of 
speculation from time, to time 
that the non-proportional 
Alternative Vble would be the 
preferred choice of Labour to 
put to the people (an outcome 
wholly at odds with all our 
commitments).. When the work . 
of proposing an alternative 
proportional voting system is 
passed to the commission, elec- 


toral reformers would be wise 
to reflect that it is the principles 
behind bur preferred system to 
which we are ultimately at- 
tached: a proportional nation- 
al outturn, wider voter choice 
and, preferably, the attach- 
ment of elected members to ge- 
ographical constituencies. 

Liberal Democrats favour 
STV and will strenuously reo- 
ammend this to the commission; 
because it is a broadly, though 
not precisely, proportional sys- 
tem. It does secure voter choice 
and does attach elected Mem- 
bers to geographical con-, 
stituencies. The Alliance 
Commission in 1982, chaired by 
Sir Henry Fisher, advocated 
STV with a few sparsely popu- 
lated constituencies voting by 
AV. A composite scheme in- 
cluding an dement of AY but 
which gives a nationally pro- 
portioaal outturn, could meet an 
our principles. Electoral re- 
formers must now work for a 
consensus embodying these 


principles to help to ensure that 
the commission on electoral re- 
form wlU indeed advocate a 
proposal behind which we can 
unite to win the support of the 
British people for reform in the 
following referendum. 

What wider conclusions are 
to be drawn for the future 
from the experience of the last 
few months? This co-operative 
activity differs from coalition. 
The participants are not col- 
lectively responsible for all the 
decisions of government but, in 
respect of tbe areas of co-op- 
eration, must observe the rules 
which apply to government 
deliberations. More important, 
the partners are honour-bound 
to seek agreements both can 
commend as helping to achieve 
their shared goals. The success 
of the co-operation so far has 
rested not on aspirations but 
upon hard-edged agreed poli- 
cies. It is that which must nec- 
essarily limit the scope of 
cross-party co-operation. 
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Dr Hastings Banda 


Kamuzu Banda (Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda), medical 
practitioner and politician: 
born 14 May (898; Minister of 
Natural Resources and Local 
Government, Nyasaland J96I- 
A?; Prime Minister of Malawi 
1963-66, President 1966-94, 
Life President 1971-94; died 
Johannesburg 25 November 
1997. 


He was one of the most extra- 
ordinary people of the 20th cen- 
tury. He lived three different 
' lives; as a peasant, a doctor and 
a king. But he foiled to integrate 
them. He died a lonely and un- 
happy man unable to reconcile 
the cultural schizophrenia 
which tons his souL 

His first name was Kamuzu, 
a little root. He was conceived 
after his mother had been giv- 
en root herbs by the medicine 
man to cure infertility. Banda 
means a small hut. Later he 
took the name Hastings from 
John Hastings, a Scottish mis- 
sionary working near his village 
whom he admired. The next 
name he added to hims elf was 
Doctor, first in the United 
States in 1937, and then in Ed- 
inburgh and Glasgow, collect- 
ing the initials LRCP and LRCS 
(Edin) and LRFPS (Glas). And 
he also became an elder of the 
Church of Scotland. 

When he swept to power as 
the first President of Malawi 
in 1966 he called himself 
‘‘Ngwazi’’, which means con- 
queror, and after a few years de- 
clared himself “Life President”, 
So his extended title read; “His 
Excellency The Life President 
(Paramount Chief) Dr Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda, the Ngwazf. 
This is bow all official organs in 
Malawi had to refer to him. He 
was also Minister of External 
Affairs, Minister of Defence, 
Minister of Agriculture, Min- 
ister of Justice, Minister of 
Works and Supplies, Minister of 
Women's and Children's Affairs 
and Minister of Community 
Sendees. He ruled Malawi for 
nearly 30 years, until his defeat 
in presidential elections in May 
1994. 

A friend who saw the pres- 
ident in one of his last illness- 


es said that when he parted from 

him the old man wept and said 
*Tm so lonely, so lonely.” t . 

Yet he had rejected com- 
panionship and marriage and 
turned his back on the Eng- 
lishwoman who bore bis sod. 
Once a dedicated doctor with 
admiring patients, first in Liv- 
erpool, Chen Newcastle and 
Harlesden, he was surrounded 
by friends. But he was swept 
away on a tide of history which 
be thought he controlled but 
which finally washed him up 
alone in a world be did not un- 


under the control of the “Offi- 
cial Hostess”, Cecilia Kadza- 
mira, once a nurse in Iris 
B1 an tyre practice. She was al- 
ways at his side controlling his 
life; who saw Him, what he 
read, what he was told, what he 
signed. Bat even she does not 
seem to have been dose to him. 

He created the prison but 
the circumstances of his life 
drew him into it. He was born, 
the son of an African farmer, 
apparently in 1898 (though the 
official year of his birth was al- 
ways 1906), at a time when the 
existence of white people was 
but a rumour in that part of 
Africa. As he was growing up 
near Lake Nyasa the first mis- 
sion schools were founded 
among the Chewa people by 
Scottish missionaries. They 
changed African society for 
ever. They also made a deep im- 
pression on the young Banda, 
who never lost his links with 
Scotland and its church. 

The choice for a young man 
then was between a hard life of 
tilling Africa’s precarious sofl or 
education and the world. From 
then on Banda’s sole aim was 
education. His first journey was 
to South Africa. He walked the 
1,000 miles to Johannesburg 
and worked in the mines. But 
in his spare time he studied 
and in 1925 he got sponsorship 
to go to school in the United 
States. 

AUhe universities of Indiana 
and Chicago he graduated in 
medicine, philosophy, history 
and political science, but al- 
though be talked a lot of re- 
turning to help his fellow 
countrymen his appetite for 


off for Scotland. He ermsed bR 
quest for British medical qual- 
ifications on the grounds that 
American qualifications did not 
allow him to practise on British 
territory. 

His stay in Scotland, gath- 
ering more degrees, accelerat- 
ed his journey away from his 
original home. He was beoom- 
rag eccentrically European. His 
shyness and reserve masked a 
puritanical streak, perhaps a 
legacy of his uaircwScott^i ed- 
ucation which was later to be so 
dominant It made him intol- 
erant of couples dancing to- 
gether and be was appalled at 
the lax wartime morals and the 
ensuing secret abortions. But he 
was fastidious and diligent as a 
doctor and was renowned for 


Professor Charles Kennedy 



Charles Marius Kennedy, 
economist born London 9 
February 1923; Fellow, 
Queen’s College, Oxford 
1948-61; Professor of 
Economics, University of the 
West Indies 1961-66; 
Professor of Economic 
Theory, University of Kent 
1966-70 (Honorary Professor 
1970-97); married 1999 Ann 
Cullis (three sons, one 

daughter); died Canterbury 

4 November 1997. 


Charles Kennedy once re- 
marked that foe best way to deal 
with death was not to pay too 
much attention to it Though 
this dictum may have been 
intended as a jeu d' esprit it 
nevertheless reminds one vivid- 
ly of a cardinal feature of his 
character his aversion to hiss 
in any form or situation. 

Kennedy’s career as an aca- 
demic economist took off in 
1948 when Queen's College, 
Oxford, elected him as its 
Felkw in Economics to succeed 
the American CJ. Hitch. 
Kennedy had graduated from 
BaHiol with a first in PPE in 
1942, and was the youngest 
candidate, but the Governing 
Body accepted the opinion of 
a number of distinguished Ox- 
ford economists that he was 
the one most likely to do im- 
portant things in the world of 
economics; a judgement fully 
justified. 

It was well known at this 
tim e that he bad served in the 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

MacCARTHYl On 22 Novaabcr 1997 
to Tina and Desmond a daughter, a 
sister for Edmund. 


IN MEMORIAM 


JACK: In memory of leithis William, 
remembered on this day. Much loved 
and missed. Husband to Gwyneth, fa- 
ther to Deborah and Robin, grand- 
father to Jamie, Nick and HayLey. 


For Gazema, telephone (M7I -293 2012. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Qomb MdtlM Dule of BA4vr|h<efe Batter 


Birthdays 

Mr John Alder? on, actor, 57; Pro- 
fessor John Ashworth. Chairman, 
British Library Board, 59; Mr Rod- 
ney Bewes, actor, 60; Lord Bridges, 
former diplomat, 70: The Very Rev 
Edward Carpenter, former Dean of 
Wteanrinstet, 87: Mr Robert Dcmgall. 
television presenter, 84; Air Marshal 
Sir Eric Dunn, defence consultant, 
70; Mr James Evans, former chair- 
man, Press Association, 65; Lord 
Howard de tttilden, racehorse own- 
er and breeder, 85; Dr Kim Howells 
MR 52: Miss Rosaline Kelly, jour- 
nalist and publishing consultant. 75; 
Miss Verity Ann Lambert, 51m pro- 
ducer, 62; Sir John Maddox, writer, 
former Editor, Nature, 72; Baroness 
Mallalieu, QC 52; Lord Nkkson. 
chairman, Clydesdale Bank 68; Mrs 
Margaret ftny. fanner I.femimfotress, 

f^tfafidd School, 78; Mr Alan Simp- 
son, author and script-writer, 68; Mr 
Ernie Wise, comedian, 72. 


wotnen, 1914; Vfelazquez’s portrait of 
Juan de Rareja was sold at Sotheby’s, 
London, for £23m, 1970. Today is 
the Beast Day of Saints Barlaam and 
Josaphat, St Cmgtu of Somerset St 

Fergus of Strathem, St James Inter- 
1 cisos, St Maximus of Riez. St Se- 
cundums or Secfanafl and Si Vbgflof 
Salzburg. 


Lectures 


Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Sharon Fermor, “Sketchbooks and 
Sketching in Britain 1750-1900", 
2230pm. 

Royal Society, London SW1: Pro- 
fessor Jocelyn BeD Buroett, “Cosmic 
PupinrinBi anil Thr Creation of 
Elements”, 5230pm. 

Said Business School (at the Ex- 
amination Schools, Oxford): Walter 
Hassrikos, “The Strategic Develop- 
ment of Rover", 5pm. 


Sjjjgaegaaa^. 


Anniversaries 



] Births Anders Celsius, astronomer 
: and thermometer inventor, 1701; 
5 John Murray, publisher, 1778; C ha i m 


Luncheons 

The Queen 

The Queen and the Dulra of Edin- 
burgh yesterday held a lunch party 
at Buckingham Palace. The guests 
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{ idem of Israel 1874; Sir William 
£ Newenham Montague Orpen, 
{ painter, 1S7B. Deaths: Athanasius 
1 Kircher, Jesuit priest, sdeatistandin- 
I ventor of the magic lantern, 1680 ; 
1 Ross McWbirter, Guinness Book of 
I J&cords compiler, kflled by the IRA 

{ 1975. On tilts day: Wffliam Shake- 
f speaxe married Anne Hathaway, 
1 2582;iwowcmenatGraiitiiam.LI D - 
] colnshire, became die first poHce- 


HlWMlh * fimlriwillgSBll FonU CoCc^'K 
Mb Racfad Lnsnt fftnuaeat Secmaij, 
WasbOCkefc MrMictad Aftewn (Captain. 
England cricket team); Mr John Humphry* 
(Premier. 38**j> ftngjainna;B8Clbdto4k 

MrAkaLoiqbaA(OrirfEBsata,Niiicx>d 

Health Executive): Mr David Newtrigglas 
/ Ctuunii®) of CouBCi Mi*Joo* to Saunen); 

Professor RusscD Statmard ^Professor of 
Physics, Open Unwarily); Sir Richard Sykes 
(dnnn3& aad dset etraitwc. Gao VfeD- 
oonx pkl 


were reports that he had been 
running an abortion clinic.' 

There is no record of what 
was going on in his mind at this 
time but the crisis coincided 
with rapid change in Africa so 
he threw hims elf into African 
politics. The white settlers of the 


tients. In 1941 he set up his prac- 
tice in a poor area of Liverpool 
waiving fees for poor patients 
and even payiqg the rents of the 
poorest 

It is astonishing that a black 
man could attract such a large 
and varied medical practice at 
that time. From Liverpool he 
moved to Harlesden in north 
London. Again he attracted a 
large and devoted following, 
mostly white and middle- or 
lower middle-class. He was said 
to be particiiJaify good with chil- 
dren. He was becoming very 
British, parted his hair and 
adopted a Hamburg bat, furled 
umbrella and dark three-piece 
suit He was welcomed into 
people’s homes and gained an 
acceptance and integration 
which was remarkable. But It 
also strained his personality. 
He had always kept in touch 
with African politics and politi- 
cians but at this time Banda be- 
came increasingly peremptory 
and high-handed In his Healing 
with other Africans. Kwame 
Nknunah, the doyen of the 
African leaders, he referred to 
as “my boy". 

His secretary became preg- 
nant with his child and her 
husband sued for divorce. He 
fled from Britain to Ghana, his 
secretary followed him but he 
rejected her and he never sup- 
ported their child. He left 
Ghana under a cloud and there 


be part of a Central African 
Federation. Banda and other 
African leaders opposed it ac- 
tively. The battle brought Ban- 
da back to his original country 
after 43 years. The campaign- 
ers inside the country kept the 
leadership for NyasalancTs most 
educated son but Banda no 
longer spoke his mother tongue 

and mistrusted the local poiiti- 
dans. He returned in triumph 
but he asked British friends to 
advise him about whom to trust 
After mass African protest 
broke the federation plan, in- 
dependence followed swiftly 
with Banda inheriting Nyasa- 
land in 1966, whicb he renamed 
Malawi Shortly after be became 
president he turned on his for- 
mer colleagues, sacking and 
imprisoning them. After that he 
was the most totalitarian ruler 
in Africa. No dedskm in Malawi 
was taken without his consent. 
Like an enthusiastic colonial of- 
ficer he wanted to impose on 
Malawi his idea of education 
and progress, but no colonial of- 
ficer would have dared treat 

. Afric ans in Banda’s p atronising 
and imperious manner. He re- 
garded them as children to be 
guided with a firm hand. 

He stressed obedience and 
hard work. Anyone who chal- 
lenged or even questioned his 
authority was silenced His pow- 
er was absolute. Thirteen years 
ago, speaking to fellow south- 
ern African heads of state, he 
said: ‘^Government Iwre means 
Kamimi. Kami ran is Malawi. So 
be frank when you are speak- 
ing about government. You 
know you are speaking about 
Kamuzu, that is afl, whether you 
like it or not" 

Once he had acquired pow- 
er, he was careful never to ap- 
pear radical in front of the 
former colonial masters and 
pleased the British government 
by mpintam mg trade and con- 
tact with South Africa, con- 


Cabinet Office under Lord 
Cherwell during the first part 
of the Second World Wur but 
even his closest friends found 
him unwilling to say anything 
about his experiences there. It 
was not much easier, either, to 
elucidate the circumstances 
which, at the time of the D-Day 
l anding s in 1944, found him 
serving in the Merchant Navy 
as an Able Seaman. Through- 
out his life, Kennedy tended to 
want to dose the door behind 
him when a new stage in his 
life began. 

From the college’s point of 
view, and his own, his election 
was a great success. On the re- 
search side, his early work was 
mainly in monetary theory and 
welfare economics to which he 
made fundamental contribu- 
tions. Later he switched to the 
fields of growth economics, 
technical progress and capital 
theory which were to make 
him internationally famous 
after he left Oxford in 1961. 
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Banda: a ‘very British 7 doctor in Harlesden who became the most totalitarian ruler in Africa 




demning his fellow African 
leaders more than he did 
apartheid. He also appropriat- 
ed businesses and land amount- 
ing to a third of the country's 
GDP, incorporating them into 
Press Holdings, a trust whk± be 
controlled This gave him a 
huge source of patronage. 

His bizarre projects for 
Malawi betrayed his own in- 
ability to reconcUe his Western 
life as a British doctor and the 
realities of Africa. Hewascul- 
t jrally European and uncertain 
Lbout his African roots. He 
banned mini-skirts and trousers 
on wsmen and long hair on 
men. He founded an English 
public school the Kamuzu 


Academy, near Lilongwe, which 
taught i-»n'n and Greek. He be- 
came one of Africa's biggest to- 
bacco growers. He persecuted 
the Jehovah's Witnesses. It was 
a strange Ruritanian rule, a mix- 
ture of village Africa and British 
ritual traditional warriors and 
brass bands. 

One of foe most spectacular 
and surreal sights I have ever 
seen in Africa was Hastings 
Banda in Hamburg hat and 
dark three-piece suit, riding 
high in the raised back of his 
open Rolis-JRoyce. Around the 
car a vast heaving throng of 
women danced and sang and 
jogged along, all wearing the 
same cloth emblazoned on 


breast and bottom with the 
Ngwazi's smiling image. Be- 
side him, waving majestically 
like a consort dressed in a 
broad blue hat and pink frock, 
was Margaret Thatcher. 

A short time before, a Scot- 
tish clergyman met his old 
friend from Edinburgh and 
dared to ask him about anoth- 
er old Malawian friend whom 
Banda had thrown into prison. 
Banda writhed, foamed at the 
mouth and stamped his feet. 
“They shall not. roL rot,” he 
shrieked. 

In May 1994, after months 
of pressure by Western aid 
donors, Banda gave in and held 
a referendum on whether 


Malawi should remain a one- . 
party state or adopt a multi-... 
party system. His rallies were - - 
feebly attended as he struggled , 
to read prepared speeches un- 
der a hlaring sun. When he . ... 
spoke extempore he reverted to ... 
speeches he had given 30 years,.-, 
before asking the people to . 
choose between him and colo- , . 
nial rule. He turned the debate 
into a personal campaign, a ... 
choice for or against him. He 
lost hugely. It.was a shattering 
personal rejection. And he was 2j 
repotted to be bitter that no one , 
had warned him. But perhaps . , , 
that was the price of absolute 
kingship. . ■ 

. — Richard Dowden 
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His originality of mind was 
especially appreciated by his 
Oxford contemporary Sir John 
Hicks, who in 1972 won the 
Nobel Prize for economics, and 
acknowledges a strong debt to 
Kennedy in his classic book 
Capital and Time (1973). As a 
teacher, Kennedy was effective 
and popular and secured the 
lasting affection of many of his 
pupils, but a certain innate 
shyness and a characteristic 
disdain for platform histrionics 
perhaps made his formal lec- 
tures bard work for the less 
dedicated students. 

Senior Common Room life 
for a number of years satisfied 
his social needs and his contin- 
ual search for intellectual stim- 
ulus. He was, however, no 
intellectual snob; those who 
only knew him in later years 
when he cultivated a some- 
what staid, even patriarchal 
demeanour will perhaps be 
somewhat surprised to learn 
that he was thought of in 


Queen’s as something of a 
Young Turk who had made 
football pools or the latest 
episode of Mrs Dak's Diary 
into acceptable subjects for 
Common Room convereation. 

Kennedy’s father, George 
Kennedy, was a well-known 
London architect who had 
been at the Slade School and 
numbered Maynard Keynes 
and Henry Lamb among his 
friends and sponsors. It was 
therefore unsurprising that 
Kennedy's own talents as a 
painter received every encour- 
agement at home. His mother, 
Mary, was a hugely energetic 
and liberal-minded matriarch 
who had made organising her 
husband, her five sons and 
countless relatives and friends 
into her life's work. 

In addition to regular visits 
to family houses in Ireland and 
Cornwall Kennedy travelled 
a good deal in Europe in 
the post-war years, usually in 
order to paint. A spur-of-ihe- 


moment decision in 1955 to go 
on a cruise to the West Indies 
was a turning-point in his life. 
His painter's vision was en- 
tranced by the light and colour 
of the tropical island land- 
scapes and buildings and be 
found be bad an unexpected 
empathy with the West Indians 
and their culture. 

Though on his return be con- 
tinued to make important con- 
tributions to economic theory, 
be became restless in Oxford. 
But then, by chance, his life was 
to change dramatically. In 1959, 
he accompanied an Oxford 
friead, who had been ill on a 
Mediterranean cruise in the 
liner Iberia. Early in foe voyage 
he met a Somerville chemistry 
graduate, Ann Cullis, who was 
working with Max Perutz's team 
in Cambridge on foe structure 
of haemoglobin. A whirlwind 
romance followed, and a few 
months later the couple were 
married in Chelsea. 

Two years later, in 1 961 , an- 


other stroke of good fortune 
came Kennedy's way when he 
was offered a Chair of Eco- 
nomics at foe University of foe 
West Indies in Jamaica. He re- 
garded foe five years he spent 
there as the happiest of his life. 
He got on well with the then 
Vice-Chancellor, Sir Arthur 
Lewis, himself a distinguished 
economist; and living in a de- 
veloping economy inspired new 
theoretical work in the field of 


open economy macroeoonom- 
ics including foe input-output 
formulation of the foreign trade 
multiplier. His wife, Ann, who 
had perforce to abandon her 
own career to bring up four chil- 
dren in foe tropics, was a tire- 
less and gifted homemaker. 
This good life, however, could 
not go on for ever. Political 
changes affecting the universi- 
ty were afooL and there w as the 
problem, loo, of the children's 
education. 

Providentially for him, 
Kennedy was offered the new 


Chair of Economic Theory at, ' / 
foe University of Kent, and in ' 
1966 moved from Jamaica to 
Canterbury, where he lived for . 
foe rest of his life. 

For reasons that were nev- ;J ' 
er made dear to the outside^' ' 
world, Kennedy did not enjoys 
the duties of his new Chair as- 
much as he had expected. There . 
was always a streak of self-doubt ' 
in his make-up. This was exac~ : 
erbated by the stringent rules ' 
for personal integrity which he 
had long since set for himself., . 
He resigned the Chair in 1970 r 
but continued to teach part-time 
for the Department of Eco- 
nomics until 1984, as well as 
giving financial advice to the 
university. 

In his contented semi-, 
retirement, he turned away 
from mainstream economics, 
pursuing Instead an active the- 
oretical and practical interest in .. 
foe new financial instruments of 
options and warrants. 

— Peter RusseH 
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Invasion of privacy did not amount to molestation 


! ilrl. _ 


A molestation outer under 
section 42 of the FamHy Law 
‘Act 1996 should only be 
gra nt ed where there was 
some conduct which dearly 
harassed and affected the 
applicant t» such a degree 
that the court’ll intervention 
was called for, and was not 
appropriate to pr event an 
invasion of the applicant's 
privacy by the publication of 
material which he feared 
might damage his 
reputation. 

C v C: Family Division (Sr Stephen 
Brown Preadent) ll November 
1997 


fished an article which related 
to the marriage and relation- 
ship between the applicant 
and his former wife. A few days 
later a similar article was pub- 
lished in the Daily Mail , pur- 
porting to give details of 
complaints about the appli- 
cant's conduct made by two 
former wives. 

Richard Todd (Mitts A Reeve, Nor- 
wich) for the applicant; John A 
EMdge (Bennett Taylor Twell) for rhe 
respondent 


of any account of the events which 
have occurred during the marriage 
of ibe applicant and the respondent 
in relation to their personal and/or 
financial alf aira; (u) by procuring or 
seeking to procure Lbe publication 
of any information which is calcu- 


lated to prejudice or otherwise ad- 
versely afreet: fa) the determination 


versejy affect: fa) the determination 
by this court of the financial issues 
between the parties; (b) and/or the 
{charitable] That of which the ap- 
plicant is president. 


The court refused the appli- 
cant’s application for a non- 
molestation order against his 
former wife under section 42 
of the Family Law Act 1996. 

The asmptaint grotogrise to 
the application was that the 
People newspaper had pub- 


Sir Stephen Brown P said 
that as a result of the publica- 
tion of those articles, foe ap- 
plicant had been granted an ex 
parte order in the following 
terms: 


It is ordered that the respondent 
wife, whether by herself or by in- 
structing or encouraging any other 
person so to do. be forbidden to ha- 
rass, pester or annoy the applicant, 

in particular: (i) by procuring or 
seeking to procure the publication 


The matter had now come 
before the court inter partes. 
The respondent submitted that 
there was no jurisdiction with- 
in the provisions of section 42 
of foe 1996 Act to grant a mo- 
lestation order on the tacts of 
the present case. 

There was no legal defini- 
tion of “molestation”. It was a 
mailer which had lo be con- 
sidered in relation to the par- 
ticular feels of particular cases. 
It implied some quite deliber- 
ate conduct which was aimed 
at a high degree of harassment 


of the olher parly, so as to 
justify foe intervention of foe 
court. 

Endeavours had been 
made to widen the concept of 
molestation, but it did not in- 
clude enforcing an invasion 
of privacy per sv. It was signif- 
icant that section 42 was to be 
found in Part IV of the Fami- 
ly Law Act 1996, which was 
concerned with foe general 
topic of domestic violence. In 
this particular case, foe mar- 
riage between the parties had 
been finally ended: they were 
quite separate individuals, and 
the material complained of 
was some alleged revelations by 
foe former wife of what she 

irded as her husband's 
mis'onduct. 

Tnat came nowhere near 
mol * '.uation as envisaged by 
seclk..: 42 of foe 1 996 Acu The 
I - *® 1 “ application was a 

i.rived endeavour to 


seek to impose what might be 
called a gagging order, or 
indeed £0 prevent -the press 
from publishing information 
which, because it related to 
somebody who was or had 
been in foe public eye, might 
be considered to have some 
general interesL The freedom 
of foe press was not directly 
involved in the matter, but it 
was in foe background. 

Furthermore, what was 
being sought was an inter- 
locutory injunction in terms 
which were far too wide. It 
would embrace -a ; purely 
factual account of matters 
being published - whether or 
not it was offensive or un- 
flattering to foe applicant. 
The present case was not one 
in which aa order tinder section 
42 could cur. should be made. 
The ex parte injunction was 
discharged. 

- Kate (FHanhn, Barrister 


;r 


H. "-i-- 


- w"* y. -- - 


V T . 




corr 




... ' 


ML - • 

;: r -‘ 








{> i £o 


X. 




23/BUSINESS 


the independent 

THURSDAY 27 NOVEMBER 1997 


BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR, JEREMY WARNER 
NEWS DESK: 0171-293 2636 FAX: 0171-293 2098 E-MAIL: IndyBusiness@Independent.co.uk 

FINANCIAL JOURNAL OF THE YEAR 


n 


Half of English 
coalfield and 
5,000 jobs at risk 


Half the remaining deep mines In 
England were under threat of 
closure last night with the loss of 
5,000 Jobs as RJB Mining, the UK’s 
largest coal producer, prepared 
to close pits because of the slump 
in demand from electricity 
generators. National Power, 

RJB’s largest customer, is halving 
its coal order next year. 

Otris Godsmark, Busin ess 
Correspondent, reports. 


The board of RIB, led by Richard Budge, 
chief executive, will meet on Monday to 
sanction a review of how it will match ca- 
pacity with demand when existing long 
term coal contracts, negotiated before pri- 
vatisation, expire next April. The compa- 
ny will draw up the list of pit closures, 
though sources denied that the first wave 
of cuts would come next week. 

However .coUieiy managers have been 
W preparing for closures, with industry experts 
suggesting at least six of the 17 RJB pits like- 
ly to close. Mines on the “at risk” list indude 
aH or part of the Selby “superpir'’, where out- 
put has shrunk from 12 millio n tonnes to 
less than 8 million as RJB hit a series of pro- 
duction problems. Selby also employs a high 
proportion of contract workers, which 
make up almost a quarter of the 9,000 strong 
workforce at RJB’s deep mines. 

Other pits fating possible closure in- 
clude Calverton and Oipstone in Not- 
tinghamshire, where workers would not be 
subject to the generous redundancy com- 
pensation agreed by the government for 
most min es at privatisation. Neil Greatrex, 
president of the Nottinghamshire Union 
of Democratic Mineworkers, said: “It 
looks at this moment in time like half the 
.pits in the industry will dose.” 
f The drastic drop in demand for RJB 
coal from the big power generators was 
confirmed yesterday when National Pow- 
er said it would buy just 18 million tonnes 
of coal from the group over the next three 
years. It compares with the 18 million 
tonnes it currently buys annually. RIB has 


also been forced to accept a near 25 per 
. cent price cut, to around £1.15 agjgajoule. 

The deal wQl see National Power buy 8 
million tonnes next year, though this includes 
a 3 million tonne contact already an- 
nounced In the following two years the ton- 
nage will drop to just 5 million tonnes. The 
agreement is the latest blow to the embat- 
tled RJB, which has concluded a deal with 
Eastern, the third biggest coal-fired gener- 
ator. which would also see its order fan by 
half next year to just 4 million tonnes. 

PowerGen, the second largest genera- 
tor, has yet to conclude negotiations but 
said last week that it could buy just two or 
three million tonnes annuall y from RJB, 
down from nine mfllioD this year. It means 
the group's total order book for its deep 
mines would slump from 30 million tonnes 
to 15 million tonnes or less. 

David Price, from the industry journal 
Coal UK, said the National Power deal was 
a “disaster” for the industry. “Other peo- 
ple have spent a year and a half taring 
Richard Budge’s business off him and he 
tried to stick out for a better deaL He’s 
failed." 

The game of political brinkmanship 
between RIB and the Government esca- 
lated yesterday, when John Battle, the en- 
ergy minister, told the Commons that the 
company had formally asked the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry for a subsidy. 
Mr Battle rejected the demand, telling MPs 
he did not “believe we should give a cash 
subsidy to a private, profitable company”. 

The RJB letter did not mention a spe- 
cific sum. though the company believes a 
£35m annual grant over two years would 
be enough to save around 10 pits. The cash 
would encourage the generators to switch 
from buying imported coal, is some 15 per 
cent cheaper than RJB’s prices lor next year. 

Mr Battle also announced that dare 
Spottiswoode, the gas regulator, would be in- 
vestigating ebrms that gas-fired gene rating 
ptantshuilt fy the regional Aarialyc nrripRrries 
were more expe nsiv e than coaLOigas, the ggs 
watchdog, k expected to give details ctf the re- 
view next week RJB has already complained 

to the European Commission about the so- 
called take-or-pay gas contacts agreed by the 
REGs after privatisation. 

Outlook, page 25 
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Tony Greener, Guinness’ chairman, faced an uphill battle to convince the increasingly irate shareholders at yesterday^ meeting about the new title 

Guinness' new name gets shareholder thumbs down 


The US competition authorities 
are expected to sanction the 
£23bn merger of Guinness and 
Grand Metropolitan next week as 
long as the group sells Dewar's 
whisky and several other smaller 
spirits brands. 

The news came as shareholders 
in the two UK drinks groups 
overwhelmingly backed the 
merger but not without 
vociferous complaints about its 
new name. Andrew Yates reports. 


“[The name] Diageo is meant to explain 
giving pleasure every day everywhere. 
That could apply to a lot of things. Sexu- 
al intercourse for instance. Maybe we 


should rename the group that,” said one 
disgruntled Guinness shareholder yester- 
day. “This new name is almost unpro- 
nounceable. When I first beard it I thought 
it was pronounced ‘Dire go'. That sounds 
like a medicine to prevent some sort of un- 
mentionable stomach disease," be added. 

There was widespread condemnation of 
the Diageo name at the Guinness meeting 
yesterday afternoon to agree its merger with 
Grand Metropolitan. At an earlier meeting 
of GrandMet shareholders there was sim- 
ilar dismay at the choice of the new name. 

One GrandMet shareholder said: 
“When I first heard the name I thought it 
was pronounced Die Ageo, which leads me 
to think of food poisoning. Why not have 
a good old British name instead of one that 
will be mispronounced around the world.” 

Tony Greener, Guinness’ chairman, 
faced an uphill battle to convince the in- 
creasingly irate shareholders. “You will still 


be able to buy Guinness, my favourite 
pint.” A rowdy crowd was having none of 
it After the Guhmes board showed a video 
designed to M phm Diageo it was met with 
shouts of “rubbsh”. Shareholders expressed 
concerns about the cost of finding a new 
name. When Mr Greener revealed that the 
bili was in the region of £250.000, one share- 
holder said: “That's childish. With all the 
brains on the board surely you could have 
easily invented a silly name like Diageo.” 

Not that the alternatives to Diageo were 
much better. The Independent can reveal 
sane of the other names that G uinn ess and 
GrandMet considered for their new ven- 
ture. It was dose to choosing Carista, per- 
haps designed to conjure up images of a 
charismatic new food and drinks group. 
However, it bad to give up the idea after 
it found that the name was already regis- 
tered in several other countries around the 
world. It also rejected ‘Cbrdica’ because 


it sounded too much like the name of Cor- 
diant, the advertising agency. 

However, the obvious distaste shown for 
Diageo the 400 or so Guinness sharehold- 
ers who attended the meeting turned out to 
be nothing mare than a side show. Mr Green- 
er revealed that 97 per cent of sharehold- 
ers who voted, backed the name change.' 

One Guinness shareholder raised con- 
cerns about the £700,000 annual salary Mr 
Greener received on top of bonuses such as 
subsidised lunches. “Why don't you and the 
board limit your greed so we get more 
money,” he said. 

City sources also confirmed yesterday 
that the creation of Diageo was due to re- 
ceive the green light from the US Feder- 
al Trade Commission next week. However, 
the group is expected to have to give up 
Dewar’s, North America's leading whisky 
brand and several other spirits. Diageo 
shares will start trading on 17 December. 


UK sites could suffer in Korean 
cutbacks as Samsung retrenches 


STOCK MARKETS 


The international 
implications of the South 
Korean economic crisis 
were felt for the first 
time yesterday, as the 
giant Samsung Group, a 
big investor in the UK, 
announced a 
restructuring which will 
cut investment by about 
one-third. Richard Lloyd Parry 
in Seoul and Chris Godsmark 
ki London report, 


The company insisted that the 
brunt of the cuts would be felt 
within Korea and that the com- 
pany would continue to expand 
overseas. But analysts believe 
that the weakness of the 
Korean woo against foreign 
currencies, plus tough re- 
trenchment measures likely to 
be prescribed as part of a baU- 
/ out package by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, will 
have an inevitable effect on 
Korean investment abroad. 

Samsung's senior managers 
wffl suffer 10 percent pay cuts 
as part of the restructuring, 
travel and entertainment bud- 
gets will be cut in half, and the 
company will launch a “Saving 
(fc One Trillion Won” (£689m> 
campaign designed, in the 
words of yesterday s an- 
nouncement, “to capture the 


imagination and support of 
employees worldwide in an 
effort to create a more frugal 
Samsung”. 

Next year 34 product lines 
will be shelved, saving 13 tril- 
lion wrm. The group did not an- 
nounce how many jobs this will 
cost, but all of the Korean- 
based businesses controlled by 
the group will be forced to elim- 
inate a layer of management 

The group wfl] “focus on 
core growth businesses, such as 
memoiy and non-memory 
semiconductors, telecommu- 
nications, automobiles and 
Samsung Corporation's retail 
business,” according to the an- 
nouncement 

Next year alone, investment 
wffl be cut from 83 trillion won 
to 6 trillion won. 

Korean newspapers yester- 
day quoted government o ffic i a l s 
saying that they would gener- 
ally “discourage” investment 
projects which require foreign 
currency funding, in an at- 
tempt to prevent any deterio- 
ration in the already stricken 
economy. 

Korea was forced to turn to 
the IMF after being driven al- 
most to bankruptcy by the de- 
cline in the value of the won, 
which has drained the country’s 
reserves and raised the cost of 
debt repayment to foreign 
h nnlrs. It has also driven up the 
cost of foreign goods and in- 
vestment and, despite Sam- 


sung's avowals yesterday, some 
analysts believe that a reduction 
in Korean cwoseasiiwestmenls 
is certain. 

“The first thing the IMF is 
likely to say is that the govern- 
ment needs to slam the breaks 
on investment, and that will 
particularly effect overseas pro- 
jects,” said Richard Samuelson 
of SBC Wubtng in SeouL “The 
government could allow inter- 
est rates to rise, and they could 
withhold permission for specific 
projects. Politically it’s always 
easier to make these kinds of 
cuts abroad than at home.” 

In the last four years, in con- 
scious emulation of their Japan- 
ese rivals, Korean firms have 
invested heavily overseas. Half 
of their money has gone to Asia, 

much of it to Jow-cost manu- 
facture projects, and just one- 
fifth to Europe. But 60 per cent 
of that total, about $6.75bn 
(£4bn), has gone to Britain, the 
majority in the form of elec- 
tronic manufacturing. 

Samsung has three UK 
plants on "Reside, two of which 
were opened in 1995 as part of 
a £450m investment pro- 
gramme. The group manufac- 
turers microwave ovens, 
computer monitors and cotour 
televisions and is thought to 
have so far spent £60m on its 
drive in the British market, cre- 
ating 1,400 jobs in the process. 

The British aim of Daewoo, 
another Korean conglomerate 


which has invested heavily in the 
UK, claimed the crisis had 
strengthened its resolve to com- 
plete its investment pro- 
gramme. Daewoo is spending 
£15m a year building up its car 
design ami retailing operations, 
with, a base in Worthing, Sus- 
sex, employing 1,000 staff. An- 
other business park in Worthing 
is planned to strengthen the 
group's engineering facility. 

A Daewoo spokesman said 
the UK operations would move 
into profit “sooner than people 
are expecting.” Daewoo also 
makes VCRs in Northern Ire- 
land, while Hyundai has a Scot- 
tish microchip plant. 

A year ago, LG announced 
the UK’s biggest ever inward in- 
vestment project, a huge£1.7bn 
semiconductor facility in New- 
port, Wdes. The first stage of 
the investment, a computer 
monitor plant, began produc- 
tion a fortnight ago, with some 
400 staff already employed. 

David Rowe-Beddoe, chair- 
man of the Welsh Develop- 
ment Agency, said he saw no 
cause for serious concern from 
the Korean turmoil “Ws keep 
dose contact with them. Mar- 
kets go up and down but I re- 
main confident that the Koreans 
wffl continue to invest." 

AD these firms face drastic 
and painful changes, of which 
those announced yesterday by 
Samsung are just the beginning. 

Far East crisis, page 24 


Atlantic Telecom to extend ‘wireless’ telephone service 


Atlantic Tfelecom. the fledgtag^tor of 

‘"'sStAUanticsholuplS^ 

to U6Jp as the company a 
{dans to roll out the service in 
Hsb and Welsh cities. oneratfiS 

Meanwhile lonica, 

a “wireless" telephone k 

V last week that growth wo^d^eW bach 

il by severe capacity constrain ^ 
share tumble by a further 6p 


than a third of their value when the com- 
pany floated in July. 

Atlantic has picked up more than 10,000 
customers since it began offering its service 
in Glasgow 11 months ago. Analysts now 
speculate that the company wffl start op- 
erations in the north of England, begmmng 
with Newcastle, Leeds and Bradford. 

The system works on the same fixed 
radio access principle as lonica, with tele- 
phone calls beamed from a box on the side 

ofthe house to a local base station and then 

into the national network. But it uses a dif- 
ferent part of the radio spectrum and dif- 
ferent software developed in Israel 


Graham Dnncan, chief executive of 
Atlantic, stressed that, unlike lonica, it did 
not intend to roll out a universal nation- 
wide service fait rather target particular 
urban regions. 

It also operates a novel tariff structure 
whereby customers in Glasgow can tele- 
phone anywhere in Scotland for the cost 
of a local call 

MrDuncansaid he expected to obtain the 
necessary licences next year and begot rtffling 
out the service in areas outside Scotland in 
the second haffofl99& The conipany is cap- 
italised at £70m and analysts rerion it could 
raise up to £100m in debt finance. 
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London & Manchester 'in 
merger talks with rival’ 


London & Manchester is be- 
lieved to have held merger 
talks last week with Britannic, 
one of its main rivals in the life 
insurance business, according to 
sources. 

L&M yesterday refused to 
discuss the rumours. However, 
there was strong speculation in 
the Gty that a deal was in the off- 
ing, which pushed up L&lVTs 
share price by 5 per cent to 514p, 
valuing the company at £630m. 
Swinburne Johnson, L&M’s 
company secretary, said simply: 
“It is company policy never to 
comment 00 takeover rumours”. 

According to the sources, 
Britannic executives have been 
consulting institutional in- 
vestors which own substantial 


stakes in Britannic, with a view 
to gaming their approval for the 
merger. 

City analysis yesterday said 
a merger between the compa- 
nies, which both use door-to- 
door sales people to sell life 
insurance products, was a like- 
ly prospert m a sector that is un- 
dergoing rapid consolidation. 

Britannic this year gained the 
sanction of the Department of 
Trade and Industry to assign 
“orphan assets” from its long- 
term funds to shareholders. 
The assets, which can be used 
as security to borrow money for 
a takeover, are now worth more 
than £lbn. Britannic is worth 
£1.95bn on yesterday's closing 
price of £10.06, up 9p. 
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Apec summit leaders announce crisis 
meeting to end Asian economic turmoil 


The United States is 
soon to convene a 
special meeting of 
finance ministers to 
discus the economic 
turmoil in Asia. 

The plan was 
announced in 
Vancouver late on 
Tuesday at the end of 
the summit of 
economic leaders from 
the Pacific Rim, 
and - as Mary Dejevsky 
reports — it showed 
Washington’s continued 
determination to resist 
pressure from some 
Asian countries for an 
‘Asian’ solution to 
their problems. 


US officials would not say when 
the meeting would be held or 
which finance minis ters would 
be invited, but its purpose is to 
discuss the rescue plan en- 
dorsed at Vancouver the week 
for the ailing Asian economies 
- and place it in a global con- 
text It will also have the desir- 
able effect for President 631 
Clinton of the US of showing 
him as an international eco- 
nomic leader, despite his recent 
defeats on trade and intema- 


Tbe meeting, as presented 
by the Americans, is intended 
to sustain the momentum built 
up at the Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Co-operation (Apec) 
summit this week, and is in ad- 
dition to next week’s gathering 
of Asian and American finance 
minis ters in Malaysia. It will 
have a double purpose? to show 


that Washington takes thecur- 
rem instability in Asia seriously 
- despite President Clinton’s 
earlier reference to it as just “a 
few glitches” - and to make 
plain the US view that nation- 
al economies are all part of a 
ang le global system and should 
conform to simil ar standards. 

This was spelt out in the of- 
ficial declaration adopted by the 
18 Apec leaders at Vancouver, 
which asserted the prime role 
of the International Monetary 
Fund in all economic rescues - 
in Asia or elsewhere. “On a 
global level,” it said, “the IMF 
remains central." But President 
Clinton, while pleased with 
the mood of co-operation at 
Vancouver, and with partici- 
pants’ support for further trade 
liberalisation, appeared to feel 
that the global approach need- 
ed further impetus. 


The rescue plans agreed so 
far for four Asian countries - 
Thailand, the Philippines, In- 
donesia and now South Korea 
- have a provisional price tag of 
$68bn (£40bn), more than the 
Mexican baQ-out three years ago 
and a record for the IMF. But 
they are not just IMF bail-outs. 

The Apec summit also en- 
dorsed a set of principles, 
known as the Manila Frame- 
work after the emergency 
meeting of minis ters and cen- 
tral bankers in the Philippines 
last week. They stipulate IMF 
involvement, provide for sup- 
plementary assistance to be 
granted regionally “when nec- 
essary”. and also require re- 
cipient countries to commit 
themselves to whatever re- 
forms may be needed to run 
their economies and finance 
systems on a sound basis. 


This three-tier framework 
was applied first to the In- 
donesia rescue, but it has now 
been elevated to a general for- 
mula to be invoked for other 
bail-outs. It does not, howev- 
er, specify which countries 
might contribute to any sup- 

plementary financing, nor does 
it stipulate any sum. 

The endorsement of the 
Manila Framework was hailed 

as the main achievement of this 

week's' summit. Participants 
akn tried hard to calm the 
volatile markets by insisting on 
the underlying strengths of 
Asia’s “Tiger” economies and 
stressing the region’s excep- 
tionally strong prospects for 
continued groth. The defiant 
confidence of the formal dec- 
laration sat uncomfortably with 
the record rescue plan that was 
endorsed, and not all partici- 


pants were convinced that 
Asia’s instability could be pre- 
■ vented from spreading- 

The two-day meeting also 
exposed continuing friction be- 
tween the US and Japan, both 
on bilateral relations and on an 
appropriate response to the 
current turmoil in Asia. Presi- 
dent Ginton and other US of- 
ficials made dear that they 
regar ded Japan as “the key to 
containing Asia’s economic 
difficulties and wanted it to 
speed up its own economic re- 
covery in the hope that it would 

provide a “locomotive" to as- 
. sist growth in neighbouring 
countries. Fearing that eco- 
nomic turbulence In Japan 
could increase its trade surplus 
with the US, the Americans 
also advised the Japanese not 
to use exports as the prime 
stimulus for its economy. 


* Every business needs expert advice and information. A. Business Link, wo offer the widest range of business serv.ces 
available and you’ll find we’re more than familiar with the needs of businesses like yours. To contact the Business Link 
that serves your area, just call us on 0345 567 765 or visit us at www.businesslink.co.uk It’s where you go from here. 


BUSINESS 

LINK 


sinews is/ 
.^bfrtable, 
we 


wii 


? are f 




lover’s 


I more? 

' - - . ' ' 


My staff are 
/ efficient, 
tut could they 
do more? 


: :'£W 


your business has come 

A LONG WAY. 

SO WHERE DO YOU GO 
FROM HERE? 



*« "o— -« — 





the President in appearing as a world economic leader 

Japanese leaders 
appeal for calm 
after another 
bank collapses 


Japan’s finance minister 
and the governor of its 
central bank made a 
joint appeal for calm 
yesterday, after the 
collapse of yet another 
smalt bank underlined 
the continuing fragility 
of the country’s financial 
system. Richard Uoyd-Parry 
reports. 


Hiroshi Mitsuzuka, the minis- 
ter of finance, and Yasuo Mat- 
sushita, the governor of the 
Bank of Japan (BoJ ), repeated 
their promise to protect de- 
positors after the small Tokyo 
City Bank became the third 
Japanese financial institution to 
collapse in less than a fortnight. 

“We strongly urge the pub- 
lic not to pay heed to irre- 
sponsible rumours and to act 
calmly," their joint statement 
said. “The stance of the Min- 
istry of Finance (MoF) and the 
BoJ is that wc will provide 
funds smoothly and without 
hesitation so that repayment of 
financial firms’ deposits and 
other payments will not be 
hindered." 

The demise of Tokyo City 
Bank, a small regional bank 
based in the northern city of 
Sendai, follows the collapse 
last Monday of the lOth-rankcd 
Hokkaido Takushoku Bank 
and. three days ago, of the bro- 
kerage Yamaichi Securities. 
But the news had little effect 
yesterday on the stock market, 
which rose 3 per cent at one 
point to dose up 178 points, or 
1 per cent at 16,045. 


Investors seem to be in- 
creasingly confident that the 
government will eventually use 
public funds to stabilise the fi- 
nancial system by providing 
loans to weakened banks which . 
still have relatively sound busi- 
ness. Japanese finance houses 
are suffering a credit squeeze, 
caused by eroded confidence 
among foreign lenders. 

Yesterday the credit rating 
agency Moody's Investors Ser- 
vice said it was contemplating 
downgrading the Long-Term 
Credit Bank of Japan. Nippon 
Credit Bank, and the three 
trust banks, Mitsui Trust, 
Yasuda Trust, and Chuo Trust. 

Ominous rumours circu- 
lated about other firms, and sev- 
eral shares in the financial 
sector were down sharply. 
Among the brokerages, Nikko 
Securities’ shares went down, as 
did the smaller Taiheiyo 
Securities. 

Daiwa Securities, Japan's 
second largest, held a press con- 
ference to deny market ru- 
mours that it had concealed 
off-the-books losses, a ploy 
which contributed to the 
demise on Monday of its com- 
petitor. Yamaichi. 

The president of Nippon 
Credit Trust told journalists in 
New York that, contrary to 
rumours, his parent company. 
Nippon Credit Bank, had 
shown “marvellous” results. 

The biggest institution to be 
the subject of rumours is Fuji 
Bank, the main creditor of 
Yamaichi Securities which, like 
the entire financial sector, is 
labouring under the bmden of 
bad loans left aver from the 
1980s “bubble” economy. 
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Brown makes companies pay for tax reform 


OUTLOOK 

ON HIGHER 
CORPORATE TAXES. 
THE DEATH OF 
THE COAL INDUSTRY 
AND THE 
GUINNESS REPORT 


Gordoa Brown’s pre-Budget statement 
on Tiiesday oompleied the redrawing of ihe 
corporate lax system that he began in July. 
Unfortunately, and despite the ChanceUor’s 
pro-business rhetoric, the net effect is to 
feave the corporate sector worse off not bet- 
ter off both in the short and long term. The 
abolition of Advance Corporation Tax, fol- 
lowing the ending of tax credits on dividends 
in July, wiD leave Britain with a simpler struo- 
ture and the lowest rale of corporate lax 
outside Scandinavia and Ireland. 

Many interested parties had advocated 
these reforms, and the Chancellor's an- 
nouncement has been broadly welcomed 
by everybody from the academics at the In- 
stitute for Fiscal Studies to business or- 
ganisations like the CBI and IoD. The 
proposals even indude a measure that will 
permit companies with surplus ACT to run 
it down as much as they could have under 
the old system, so none should be left high 
and dry by the abolition of ACT 

So how come the cheers are so half 
hearted? The abolition of ACT and Ihe cor- 
poration tax cut announced on Tbesdaywfl] 
be combined with a switch in the timing of 
tax payments that will, over a four year tran- 
sition period, bring them forward. The cost 
to companies will be around £2b n a year 
for the four financial years to 2003. 

The Treasury paints this as a temporary 
cash-flow hit that will enable business to 
have the kind of tax structure it has been 
asking for. This is disingenuous. It is, in re- 
ality, a temporary tax increase, a real, one 
offhh on the corporate sector of fStra. The 
public financ es look that much healthier for 
the four year transition period, but let’s not 


pretend that corporate flow does. 

It is true that business will pay £2bn a 
year less in tax after the transition period. 
Regrettably, this does not offset the increase 
in the tax burden announced in July. The 
abolition of the dividend tax credit wiD cost 
pension funds nearly £4bn in 199JV99 and 
more thereafter. Companies will bear 
much of that burden in die short term even 
though future penaonecs will cany it in the 
long term. Nor is this cash flow hit offset 
by the July cut in corporation tax. which 
knocked £1.4bn off next year’s corporate 
lax bill. The bottom line is that for the next 
four years, British business will be paying 
£5bn a year more in tax. 

Somebody has to pay taxes, and most 
voters would prefer them to foil on busi- 
ness than themselves. But the Chancellor 
cannot gel away with his claim that these 
measures support business or help boost in- 
vestment in the short term, even if he has 
set up a better long terra structure for cor- 
porate taxation. 

Kissing goodbye to 
the coal industry 

Closing down coal mines is a bit like work- 
ing in them - dirty, dangerous and, as 
Michael Heselline discovered in 1992, 
costly to political reputations. As New 
Labour prepares to finish off the job that 
Hezza began and dump what remains of 
the English coal industry on the slagbeap, 
history looks like repeating itself 

John Battle, the Energy Minister, is the 


Banks approve Eurotunnel’s plan to 
restructure £8.7bn debt mountain 


The Channel Tunnel 
operator Eurotunnel 
moved a step doser to 
financial survival 
yesterday after its 
banking syndicate 
unanimously approved 
-the plan to restructure 
▼its £&7bn debt mountain. 
Michael Harrison reports. 


The 174-strong banking syndi- 
cate is expected to sign the for- 
mal refinancing agreement in 
January, paving the way for 
Eurotunnel to swap £2bn of its 
debt for equity in the spring. 
The restructuring will give the 
banks a stake of up to 61 per 
cent in the tunnel though ex- 
isting shareholders could 
theoretically retain majority 
control through the exercise of 
two sets of warrants. 

Eurotunnel obtained share- 
holder approval for the debt- 
equity swap in July. Yesterday’s 
approval from the banks only 
leares Eurotunnel waiting on the 
British and French governments 
to agree the terms on which they 
will extend its concession by a 
^ further 34 yeats to 2086. 

Patrick Ponsolle, executive 
chair man of Eurotunnel, said: 
“If shareholders are to gain the 
full benefit of the restructuring, 
the British and French gov- 
ernments should now make a 
final decision on the conditions 
under which the concession 
will be extended.” 

The two governments want 
a share of profits over the 
period of the extension and an 
undertaking from Eurotunnel 
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Eurotunnel: Still waiting for British and French governments to extend Its concession 


to increase freight traffic 
through the tunnel. But tb^ are 
still divided on key elements of 
the deal. 

The French have suggested 
that Eurotunnel give up 25 
per cent of its extra profits. The 
British Government wants a 
bigger share of the pot than this 
and it also wants a concession 
from the French giving UK 
freight operators greater access 
to the French rail network. 

Senior Eurotunnel execu- 
tives said they were “guardedly 
optimistic” that agreement with 
the two governments would 


be reached around Christmas. 
“I do not sec any insuperable 
obstacles,” said one. 

Under the financial restruc- 
turing Eurotunnel will exchange 
£2bn of its debt for equity and 
equity notes at an issue price of 
around £1.25. A further £2. 7bn 
ofdebt wiD be swapped for other 
forms of paper, reducing the 
stake of existing shareholders to 
39.4 percent. 

At the same time Eurotun- 
nel will issue new warrants to 
shareholders enabling them to 
take their holding back up to 
between 51 and 55 per cent. 


However, in older for the war- 
rants to be exercised, Euro- 
tunnel’s share price has to 
more than double from last 
night’s dosing price of 62p. 

The likelihood of approval 
from the lending syndicate 
strengthened markedly earlier 
this year after 20 per cent of the 
debt changed hands as a group 
of US banks moved in and a 
large number of Japanese 
banks bailed out. US banks now 
own a quarter of Eurotunnel’s 
debts. The next biggest lenders 
are the French with 17 per cent 
of the debt. 


Billiton shares hit by warning Southern Electric considers 
on base metal price squeeze further share buy-back 


Shares in Billiton, the m i n i n g 
group recently demerged from 
South Africa’s Gencor, 
■ ■ slumped to a new lowyesterday 
35 the company warned that the 
deepening financial crisis in 
A Asia were squeezing base met- 

' - al prices and could hit earning- 

The warning sent shares in 
Bffliton, floated at 22Clp in July, 
down 6p to l53_5p- The com- 
pany had gone straight into ihe 
FTSE 100 in the summer when 
it was valued at £ 4 . 6 bn. 

Shares in Rio TSnto, the 


law yesterday, before recovering 
to dose 6p higher at 743p- 

Announcing the company s 

first foil-year results since the 
demerger yesterday, Bnan 
Gilbertson, chairman, said tne 
turmo il in Japan and South-east 
Asia, which are important mar- 
kets for Billiton’s base metals, 
could prove damaging- 
■ -He said although th e 
minium market, more than nac 
; the. group’s earnings* f 
' * held up well, the company naa 
seen substantial declines m 


spot prices for coal, nickel and 
ferro-alloys. “If this proves of 
extended duration, our earnings 
will not escape the impact," said 
Mr Gflbertson. 

However he added: “Our 
businesses are at the low end of 
the production cost spectrum 
and soundly financed. We 
should thus be able to endure 
a period of adversity better 
than most." 

Commenting as the com- 
pany announced ; a 3 per cent 
. rise in underlying piofitsfor the 

year to June to S335m, Mr 
Gilbertson said problems in 
Asia could lead to acquisition 
opportunities. Although around 
70 per cent of the company’s net 
assets are tied up in South 
Africa, Billiton is growing fast 
in emerging markets. The com- 
pany has extensive exploration 
programmes in Latin America, 
Australasia and China. 

Mr Gilbertson said the de- 
velopment of copper, -nickel 
and zme projects would be the 
priority and that he would like 
to buy an iron-ore deposit. 

—Sameeaa Ahmad 


Southern Electric, the sole sur- 
viving independent regional 
power company, said yesterday 
that it was “seriously consider- 
ing” launching another share 
buy-back following the Chan- 
cellor’s decision to abolish ad- 
vance corporation tax in this 
week’s Green Budget. 

Ian Marcbant, Southern's fi- 
nance director, predicted that 
the abolition of ACT would end 
the recent vogue from the pri- 
vatised utilities for complex 
capital restructuring schemes, 
designed to hand back cash to 
investors but avoid the tax 
charge associated with straight- 
forward buy-backs. 

In February Southern re- 
turned £I56m to shareholders 
through a share consolidation. 
Yorkshire ^hter and BG^ die for- 
mer British Gas, both followed 
Southern’s lead this year. How- 
ever Mr Marchantsaid he was 


would not take place until 1999. 

Southern also predicted a 
wave of cossoiidatiOD in the pri- 
vatised electricity industry if the 
Government allowed regional 


power companies (RECs) to 
split their supply and distribu- 
tion businesses. Jim Forbes, 
chief executive, said Southern 
had already been approached 
by other power gronps. 

“We talk to everyone. We 
have to look at these things but 
we can’t say yet what will hap- 
pen. This is still two years 
away," he said. _ 

- Shares in Southern fell Sp to 
447p yesterday after the group 
revealed a £9m drop in half 
yearly profits, to £103m. Earn- 
ings from its Don-regulated 
contracting businesses slumped 
from £7.4m to £L5m, following 
a sharp drop. in orders at its MP 
Burke subsidiary, which lays 
television cables. Southern said 
Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations, its biggest customer, 
bad cut its investment budget 
“overnight.” 

Mr Forbes also warned that 
Southern’s supply business 
could lose money in 1999-2000, 
the second year of a new price 
formula which caps customer 

bills for the first time. 

-Chris Godsmark 


hapless soul given the task of telling Richard 
Budge that he has no subsidy, no hope and 
no future. Yesterday, as he battled through 
his brief from the despatch box. he was johed 
ty the PriDCe of Darkness, the Minister with- 
out Portfolio, Rner Maude Ison - always a 
sure sign of trouble brewing. 

If the Government is to preside over the 
closure of a third of RJB Mining’s 17 deep 
mine pits and with them 5,000, perhaps 
lO^XX), jobs, then Mr Budge wants to make 
sure the Energy Minister at least joins the 
casualty list 

The Budge line is that it would only Lake 
£30m of subsidy a year to bridge the gap 
between what the generators are prepared 
to pay and the price be needs to keep his 
pits open. If the Government can find 
£400m to keep the pensioners warm this 
winter, then surely £30m is not much to ask 
to keep a whole industry alive. Alas tins mss- 
es the point. Even if it were feasible to sub- 
sidise one producer in one section of the 
energy market, it would hardly serve the 
Government's wider agenda, which is to be 
seen as the dean man of Europe. 

When Mr Blair jets off to Kyoto in three 
days time, he knows that the best way for 
Britain to honour its pledge to cut C02 
emissions by 20 per cent by 2010 is to jet- 
tison a large chunk of the coal industry. 
Quite apart from the nasty side-effects like 
mesothelioma and subsidence, coal is a big 
pain in the ozone layer and no amount of 
smart technology can make it environ- 
mentally acceptable at a price the market 
is prepared to bear. 

New Labour is about to grasp the net- 
tle and the result will not be edifying. But 


if the run down of the coal industry can be 
achieved in a humane manner, then it wiD 

surely be worth the pain. IL is not easy, par- 
ticularly for a Labour Government, to say 
goodbye to the workup dass culture and 
traditions of this once mighty industry. But 
in truth, these dungs belong now mare to 
a museum than the modem world. The time 
has come to let go. There are better uses 
for Government money. 

The purpose of 
DTi investigations 

The wheels of Whitehall grind exceeding- 
ly slow, it is almost exactly eleven years to 
the day that Department of Trade and In- 
dustry inspectors were sent into Guinness 
to investigate the Distillers takeover. Bar- 
ring last minute hitches, their report on the 
nffoir should finally be published this 
morning. 

It is not entirely the DTI's fault that it 
has taken so long to make this report pub- 
lic. The crimrnal trials associated with the 
Guinness scandal were a real impediment 
to earlier publication, although it ought to 
pointed out that the last of these, the trial 
of Thomas Ward, the American lawyer 
caught up in the affair, ended more than 
four and a half years agp. Legal objections 
from participants in the affair have kept the 
report under wraps since then. 

Even so. the public has every reason to 

wonder what the purpose is of these high- 
ly expensive exercises if they are W be pub- 
lished so long after all the lessons of the 


.~mrf.ii have been learnt and acted upon. 
The original idea of having Compames Act 
investigations was so that the authorities 
could conduct a post mortem on a big busi- 
ness or financial scandal, take whatever reg- 
ulatory action seemed necessary. learn its 
lessens and make appropriate changes m 
the law. A further purpose was to warn in- 
terested, parties about those named and 
shamed. 

By all accounts, this report makes fas- 
cinating reading and it still has the capac- 
ity to embarrass a number of people 
o mi re tng hi g fr powered pewtiops in the City 
and elsewhere. But all the other purposes 
hare loDgsmcebeen and gone. The law has 
been tightened, the Oly cleaned up and the 
Tnain protagonists punished. As such the 
Guinness report is just an interesting piece 

of flotsam and jetsam from the mirts of time. 

This is an eloquent chronicle of the corrupt 
and semi-fraudulent practices that were al- 
lowed to flourish in the City in the mid- 
1980s, but is the writing up of history really 
such a good use of the£5m of public mon- 
ey this report is reputed to have cost? 

Here’s the mb, for the Companies Act 
objective of DTI investigations was never 
the real purpose of the Guinness inquiry. 

The mam job of tire Guinivsss inspectors be- 
came not that of conducting a post mortem, 
but the collecting of evidence against the 
chief players so that the Serious Fraud Of- 
fice could then prosecute them. This use of 
the DTTs powers of compulsian is now right- 
ly regarded as an infringem ent of h uman 
rights and it has not been repealed since. 
This report closes the book on a piece of 
history in more ways than one. 


Rising trade gap suggests pound is starting to hit exports 


Britain^ trade has taken 
a turn for the worst, 
with the gap between 
imports and exports of 
goods climbing past 
£lbn. Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, asks 
whether warnings of the 
strong pound damaging 
exports are coming true. 


It has been the dog that didn’t 
bark during this recovery. De- 
spite a 20 per cent appreciation 
of the pound during the past 18 


months, so for there has been 
no sign that the loss of com- 
petitiveness has damaged 
Britain’s export performance. 

Gordon Brown, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, yesterday 
played down the risk to exports 
in. In an interview the Chancellor 
said: “There has been conastent 
growth in volumes by exporters 
and there will be considerable 
growth next year." 

The Bank of England has 
similarly pointed out that trade 
has held up much better than 
anybody had expected. 

But new figures brought 
the first signs of damage to ex- 


port performance. The deficit 
on trade in goods doubled 
from £616m in August to 
£13bn in September. 

The Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) also published 
for the first time monthly fig- 
ures for trade in services. This 
was in surplus by £700m in Sep- 
tember, little changed from 
the previous month. 

The total current account 
therefore shifted from a small 
surplus of £64m in August to a 
£552m shortfall in September. 

The headline deterioration 
was exaggerated by erratic 
moves, but underlying growth 


in export volumes fell 0.6 per 
cent during the month, and. 
slowed markedly between the 
second and third quarters. Ex- 
port growth has slipped from 
33 per cent in April-June to 0.6 
percent in the three months to 
September. 

Perhaps the most telling in- 
dication of a darker outlook 
ahead came from figures for ex- 
port prices. 

After falling steadily since 
early 1996, they rose for the sec- 
ond month running. Although 
still 53 per cent lower than a 
year earlier (hey were up 0.4 per 
cent in September. 
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Oil companies suffer on another torpid day for Footsie 


taki ng stock 


MARKET REPORT 



CATHY NEWMAN 


It seemed that, even before 
December bas began, market- 
makers were sleeping off 
Christmas party hangovers 
yesterday- Footsie had another 
torpid day, and although gains 
overnight on the Nikkei and 
WbQ Street meant the index 
never really saw red, it didn’t 
manage to add more than 44 
■points at any time in the day. 

A muted performance on 
Wbll Street during late after- 
noon, after a warning from the 
White Hcxse that Far Eastern 
turbulence would affect the 
economy in the States, did not 
help matters. R»tae drew to a 
mediocre close, up 27.7 at 
4891.2, though volume was 
higher than in previous days, 
with 830 million shares traded. 

Ofl companies saw a lot of 
the action after Goldman 
Sachs slashed its 1998 crude oil 
price forecasts. BP was the 
biggest Footsie faller, down 


3EL5p to 8 Q 8 p. Lasmo dropped 
5.2Sp to 268.75p and Shell 
shed 2p to 418fc>, with 16 mil- 
lion shares traded. 

Although Goldman's fore- 
casts had been at the top end 
of the range, news later in the 
day that Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell had also turned bear- 
ish added to the o3 sector’s 
woes. DMG downgraded its 
19% profit forecasts for Shell. 
Yesterday’s losses were, how- 
ever, written off by some ob- 
servers as little more than a 
correction, given that the oil 
companies have had some- 
thing of a bull run this year. 

The insurance sector was in 
demand yesterday. Market- 
makers got out the blue pens 
after expectations that Gen- 
erali may raise its bid for AGF, 
the French insurance group. 
Royal & Son Affiance added 
18p to 54-lp, and Commercial 
Union leapt 21p to 818p. 


Meanwhile, London & 
Manchester Group, the life as- 
surance company, soared 26p 
to 514p on bid speculation. 
Although several analysts said 
h was unlikely there would be 
any big acquisitions in the 
sector in the short term, deal- 
ers dearly thought otherwise. 

Redland improved by 4-5p 
to 339-5p after accepting an 
improved £l- 8 bn offer from 
Lafarge. The move did won- 
ders for the budding material 
sector. Blue Circle led the 
Footsie climbers, up 13 Jp to 
357J5 p, and Aggregate Indus- 
tries was among the best sec- 
ond division performers, up 3p 
to 50p. A feeling that Hanson 
would be the next building 
company to fall sent its shares 
up 9.5p to 301.5p. 

looks Group, the telecoms 
company which issued de- 
pressing interim results last 
week, once again ted the 


rogues gallery of second-line 
Mere. It shed another 6 p to 
115 p. The group has now lost 
nearly three-quarters of its 
value since its flotation in July. 

EMI also continued to de- 
cline, down another 13p to 
457p, after disappointment 
with Bret-half results on Tues- 
day. By contrast, Boosey & 
Hatches, the music publisher, 
which EMI is said to be inter- 


ested in buying, dosed richer 
to the tune of 7Qp at 800p- 
A rather larger publisher, 

Reed Elsevier, put on a spurt, 

adding 13.5 p to 6243p, despite 
press reports in Amsterdam 


178 point gain overnight- 
daid Chartered bounced -lp 

^ 97 p, and HSBC improved 

31p to £15.18. 
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have complained to the Euro- 
pean Commfcaon about Reed’s 
merger with Wolters Kluwer. 

StiU with the media sector, 
BSkyB's shares recovered 
some of the losses sustained 
over the last five months. 77ie 
Independent reported yester- 
day that it would refocus its 
marketing strategy f oilerwing 
the departure of Jim Hytner, 
marketing director. BSkyB 
jumped 13.5p to 44L5p, and 
was helped along the way by 
a round of visits to institutional 
shareholders from Mark 
Booth, the new chief executive. 

Far Eastern influenced 
stocks continued to rally yes- 
terday, following the Nikkei's 


Hluw Din— — - — 7 - 

llOp after positive noises from 
Lehman Brothers. The com- 
pany issued interim result 
on Hiesday. . . 

Advanced Technology, the 
Ofex traded minnow, ended a 
penny better off at 25-5p after 

bunching a new pager scr^ 

But market-makers called 

time on Grand MetropoUton 

and Guinness, despite the fact 
that shareholders gave their 
official approval to amer^rol 
the two companies. GrandMet 
weakened lip to 557 P’ 
Guinness eased 5p to 556 P- 

Monarch Resources, the 
gold mining company, was a 
third-line casually. It fell near- 
ly 30 per cent from 6.5p to lop 
on news it is to cancel its UK 
listing. 


jTextech will control $7-5 per 
venture, which ^ has 

ILG travel group and Denis 


Stranss,!— 

Marcbrand will own °»e 


ran 


OMI International, the ^ 

engineering gnwp, b starting 


The company anted up 2p at 
17p alter Ttaesday’s S23m 
acquisition of Forry Forty 
specialises to partknlate 

control systems for the 
industrial processes and 

power station maitet m the 

Slates. OMI announces 
interim results on Tuesday. 
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Agreed Redland bid 
may herald shake-up 

in construction 


THE INVESTMENT COLUMN 


EDITED BY SAMEENA AHMAD 


Ufarge, the French 
construction giant, 
yesterday bought a near 
30 per cent stake in 

Redland to cement its 

£l.8bn bid for die 
distressed British 
building group. Andrew 
• faces believes the deal 
(F should herald a European 
shake-up of the 
construction industry. 

Lafarge's agreed cash bid for 
Redland will lead to the de- 
parture of most of the British 
building group’s top execu- 
tives. 

Paul Hewitt, finance direc- 
tor of Redland, is in line to re- 
ceive a pay-off in the region of 
£500,000. Robert Napier, chief 
executive, stands to get 
£700,000 in compensation. 
However, it is still unclear how 
much Rudolph Agnew, the 
group’s £150,000 a-year chair- 

f man, will receive, as he is not 
on a two-year rolling contracL 
Lafarge is likely to embark 
on a wide-ranging shake-up of 
Redland’s European and US 
construction operations, in- 
cluding disposing of some busi- 
nesses, after virtually securing 
its£1.8bn bid for the groupyes- 
terday. According lo industry 
analysts the takeover is likely to 
lead to some redundancies, es- 
pecially in France where Red- 
land’s aggregates business has 
faced a torrid time, 

Lafarge upped its 320p a 
share offer to 345p a share late 
on Tuesday night after a day of 
intense negotiations. It 
emerged yesterday that Red- 
A land, which had embarked on 
“ a break-up of the group de- 
signed to ward off Lafarge, re- 
alised it would not have been 
able to return all the disposal 
proceeds to shareholders before 
the middle of 1998. 


Given the current uncer- 
tainty that is plaguing worJd- 
wde stock markets. Redland 
became increasingly concerned 
that it may not have been able 
to achieve a decent price for its 
European and US aggregates 
businesses. Faced with the pos- 
sibility that its bid defence 
could crumble. Redland's 
board approached Lafarge with 
the aim of prompting a higher 
offer. 

Mr Napier said yesterday: 
“We had to evaluate what was 
best for shareholders. Wc de- 
cided that the longer term pro- 
gramme involving the 
liquidation of Redland's assets, 
taken with the uncertainty of 
the markets and perhaps the 
creation of a bit more value, was 
not the right option. We believe 
the 345p bid offered the best 
option." 

Analysts believe Redland 
has been able to extract a rea- 
sonable price from Lafarge. 
One analyst said: “Redland 
has played a great game of 


spoof. There was a lot of poli- 
tics involved and it managed to 
get a decent price.” Another 
source said: “The tactical threat 
of defence was more powerful 
than the implementation.” 

It is thought highly unlikely 
that any other building groups 
would try and trump the 
Lafarge bid. 

Redland believes the deal 
will not be blocked by compe- 
tition authorities in Europe 
and the US, a view hacked up 
by City analysts. Kevin Cam- 
mack, building analyst at Mer- 
rill Lynch said: “There should 
not be a problem. The aggre- 
gates market is so fragmented. 
The only problem could be in 
France but given that the two 
groups were already looking to 
set up a joint venture there, 
then they must have checked 
this out already." 

Shares in the construction 
sector rose sharply yesterday on 
the back of the deal as City ob- 
servers expected the move to 
mark a wave of consolidation. 



Tate & Lyle may jate & Lyle: At a glance 

be OVer the worst Market value: £2.081x1, stare price 46fe5p (+6-5p) 


Rudolph Agnew: The Redland chairman and other top 
executives are likely to go as a result of the deal 


It has been a difficult year for Tate & 
Lyle, the sugar and sweeteners group. 
It has been exposed to fluctuations and 
excess capacity In its key markets 
while margins on the group’s core com- 
modity product, high-fructose corn 
syrup, have been the lowest ever 
recorded. 

Given all this it was no surprise that 
the shares took a pounding in the sum- 
mer when they lost 13 per cent of their 
value in one month and the company 
made an ignominious exit from the 
Footsie. 

Several analysts reckoned the stock 
was oversold then and it has duly 
bounced back to levels seen late last 
year. Yesterday’s results provided fur- 
ther evidence that the company is on 
a stable footing and thaL the worst may 
be over. 

Full year, pre -exceptional profits at 
£24 13m were ahead of some expecta- 
tions and the £82m of exceptional 
charges for restructurings and write- 
downs announced at the interim stage. 
The City is wanning to the group's 
progress in shifting its sales mix towards 
added-value products and these higher- 
margin products now account for a 
quarter of sales and are growing. 

The performance of the Staley busi- 
ness in the US was impressive, given 
the 20 per cent fail in margins caused 
by the drop in high -fructose com syrup 
prices, new market entrants and over- 
supply. The US sugar business also did 
well. 

The chief disappointment was 
Amylum, the European starch and 
sweetener group, where profits fell 
sharply due to currency factors and 
costs were incurred in the $500m in- 
vestment in a new starch plant. 

Management's strategy is to con- 
tinue to expand in added-value areas, 
extend further into emerging markets 
while cutting the cost base in the core 
US and European businesses. 

Tate & Lyle is heavily reliant on the 
□ext year’s prices for high-fructose 
com syrup which are decided in Janu- 
ary. Negotiations are active now and an- 
alysts say that as spot prices have been 
slightly higher there is a good chance 
that these wffi feed though to next yea/s 
contract prices. 
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On full year forecasts of £260m, the 
shares - 6J5p ahead to 466.5p yester- 
day - trade on a forward multiple of 
13. At these levels a decent share for 
the long term. 

Pillar thrives on 
retail parks 

Pillar Property Holdings made a 
profit of £20m in just over two years 
when it sold the Metro Retail Park in 
Gateshead this week. 

It bought the park in August 1995 
for £15.8m, spent £7m on im- 
provements and has now sold it for 
£43m. 

Pillar has also just bought a five- 
acre site for £15m with planning 
permission for 75,000 square feet of 
retail space right next to its existing 
Kinnaird Park and Edinburgh Fort 
locations. The acquisition creates a 
single ate with 700,000 square feet of 
space. 

These are just the latest in a 
series of deals which has transformed 
Pillar into a retail park specialist. In 
the six months since the end of 
March it spent £250m on acquisitions 
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mostly retail parks, against £60m 
worth of disposals, most of them 
offices. 

It now has 20 parks representing 
an investment of more than £400m. 
Chairman Raymond Mould claims 
retail parks are set to produce better 
than average growth in rents and dis- 
posal values than offices and indi- 
vidual stores. 

Pillar’s portfolio is currently yield- 
ing around 6 per cent, with plenty of 
scope for improvement as rents come 
up for review. 

Its net asset value was just 188p a 
share at the end of September, but the 
brokers think It could reach 240p tty 
the end of the current year and 280p 
next year. 

On the back of this activity, profits 
more than doubled to £6.9m in the six 
months to the end of September 

The improvement was not unex- 
pected, and analysts are not immedi- 
ately revising current forecasts of 
around £15-5m, equal to 7.8p of 
earnings, in the current year, and 
£17Jm, equal to 8-5p of earnings, in 
1998-99. 

Bat the shares rose 8p to 280 -5p 
which values them on 36 times this 
year’s prospective earnings and 33 
times next year’s. High enough. 


Another side to 
nursing homes 

It is ironic that while Care First is fight- 
ing for its life, AIM-quoted Nursing 
Home Properties, which yesterday a n- 
nounced a £38m, four for five fund-rais- 
ing, is taDdng of recove ly in the UK care 

home market as funding pressures 
within local authorities ease. 

NHP, which buys homes and leases 
them back to operators on long, high- 
margin terms should be a big winner. 
Sale and leaseback arrangements, the 
norm in the US, are fast gaining pop- 
ularity here. 

UK nursing home operators are 
recognising that they are better at run- 
ning homes than negotiating property 
deals. Capital costs of building are huge 
and mistakes costly. With banks re- 
stricting lending to around 30 per cent 
of capital costs, NHP offers an attrac- 
tive alternative, providing 100 per cent 
of the finance. 

Demand among the huge number 
of unquoted medium-sized nursing 
homes here which cannot easily raise 
money elsewhere is accelerating. NHP 
already h as £ 100m of property deals in 
the first six months of 1998 compared 
to £ 92 m in the whole of 1997 and a total 
property base of £170m. 

The UK sale and leaseback market, 
currently worth over £4 50m. is grow- 
ing at some £300m a year and with only 
one other real competitor in the UK, 
Principal Healthcare, NHP expects 
get around half the contracts. 

Floated at lOOp in February 1995, 
NHP has not been a stunning invest- 
ment, underperforming the market 
by 6 percent. However its shares rose 
5p to 129.5p, a premium lo the 125p a 
share placing price and a 6 per cent pre- 
mium to the pre-issue net asset value 
of 144p. 

As well as good growth prospects, 
investors get a nice dividend yield - 
around 7 per cent assumin g current 
forecasts of an 8.6p dividend are 
raised. 

As well as a move to the main mar- 
ket, which will increase NHP’s expo- 
sure, a new joint venture gives Lend 
Lease, the £7bn Australian giant, the 
right to a 15 per cent stake. Given 
Medi trust' s 20 per cent stake, that could 
signal an eventual bid battle for NHP. 
Investors should take up the offer. 


Venddme ahead in 
jewellery boom 


Venddme, the luxury 
goods group best known 
for its Cartier and Alfred 
D unhill brands, has 
increased half-year 
profits by nearly one- 
third, helped by strong 
sales of jewellery and 
watches. It also appears 
to have shrugged off the 
turbulence in the Far 
East. Nigel Gope, City 
Correspondent, reports. 


Vendome, which is largely Swiss- 
based but is listed on the Lon- 
don stock market, said sales of 
jewellery were up by 46 per cent 
across the group with sales 
strong in Europe, the Far East 
and the Americas. Watch sales 
were also strong in all markets 
with the more expensive gold 
and jewellery timepieces selling 
Strongest- 

Reporting a 30 per cent in- 
crease in half-year profits to 
SFr279.2 (£12 1.4m), Lord 
Douro, Vendfime’s deputy 
chairman, said the group’s sales 

in the Far East, had not been af- 
fected by the turbulence in the 
financial markets there. The 
region accounts for 38 per cent 

• of group sales. 

He added: “There is no ev- 
idence that group sales have 
been much affected by currency 

and stock market falb m the Far 


Hast. In a rim e of financial 
volatility there is not usually that 
much effect on the top end of 
the luxury goods market. There 
is a tendency to buy goods that 
retain their value.” 

Saks in Japan, which account 
for 16 per cent of group sales, 
have continued to grow strong- 
ly. However, Lord Douro said 
sales to Japanese nationals trav- 
elling elsewhere in the Ear East 
had been hit Sales in Japan had 
been “holding up” in November, 
Lord Douro said, though figures 
were not yet available: 

ChJoe, Ven dome’s haute 
couture fashion label where 
Paul McCartney’s daughter 
Stella is the chief designer, has 
performed well. Sales from the 
Paris show six weeks ago are sig- 
nificantly higher than the pre- 
vious year.” Lord Douro said 
sales from the show were not in- 
cluded in the group’s half year 
figures and would have only a 
minimal impact on the next re- 
porting period. 

Lord Douro shrugged off 
criticism that Venddme was 
poorly understood by the City, 
which had also urged the poup 
to report on bow its individual 
brands were performing. 

The company is majority 

owned by the South African con- 
trolled, Richemont Securities, 
and was farmed four years ago 
as part of the re-organisation of 
the luxury goods businesses of 
Richemont, DunhiD Holdings 
and Rothmans International 


Companies must reveal 
more about joint ventures 

Companies will have to disclose in their accounts far more 
information about the joint ventures and other arrangements 
that they are increasingly using as the means of entering new 
markets as a result of a new accounting standard published 
today. In response to representations from such companies 
as British Aerospace and BP, which derive substantial parts 
of their business from such arrangements, the Accounting 
Standards Board has devised a new form of accounting -the 
gross equity method -that expands the existing equity method 
to show the venturer's share of its joint ventures’ turnover, 
gross assets and gross liabilities. 

Financial Reporting Standard 9, also requires the results 
of associate operations to be included in the investor's con- 
solidated financial statements, and assets, liabilities and cash 
flows of other joint arrangements - such as one-off construction 
projects -to be included in their participants' individual and 
consolidated financial statements. -Roger Trapp 

Liffe adds euro contracts 

The London International Financial Futures and Options Ex- 
change (liffe) is to strengthen its product range to meet chang- 
ing market needs in the run up to EMU. All sbort-tenn interest 
rate futures and options contracts now denominated in EMU 
currencies will be convertible into euros. In addition, liffe is 
to introduce a new five-year gilts contract and win also allow 
“half-tide” pricing and “mid-curve” options in certain contracts. 

Daiwa executives charged 

Japanese prosecutors have charged three top executives from 
Daiwa Seoiriiies, the Tokyo-based brokerage, for allegedly 
making illegal payments to a corporate racketeer. Hrromatsu 
Sogame, a former Daiwa vice president, Thkeshi Shimamu- 
la, a former managing director and Takeshi Nqjima, also a 
former managing director, are- alleged to have transferred 
36.6 million yen (£171, (MX)) to so-called “sokaiya” gangster, 
Ryuichi Koike. 

Allied sells wine producer 

Allied Domecq, the spirits and retailing group, has sold its . 
Rhone wine producer, Gabriel Meffire of Gigondas, to a group 
of investors led by Bertrand Bonnet, currently Gabriel Meffre’s 
m anag in g director. Financial terms of the deal were not 
disclosed. Allied said the sale of the wine business, which has 
a net asset value of £lm, was in line with its spirits and wine 
strategy of focusing on core international brands. 


Provision knocks DBS profits US clearance for Zeneca 
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The DBS network, which 
carries out compliance work on 
behalf of 1,844 firms of inde- 
pendent advisers, said it was 
now devoting substantial re- 
sources to the review and was 
paying a firm of management 
consultants to assist it. 

DBS announced it was in- 
creasing is interim dividend by 
17 per cent Tbs was despite the 
prtrriskm for mis-selling, which 
depressed earnings for 1997 to 
0.6p per share, down from 4-5p. 

-Andrew Verity 


Zeneca announced that Zomig, its new migraine treatment, 
bad been cleared for marketing in the US by the Food and 
Pnig Adminis tration. The company’s shares, which had been 
depressed due to recent downgrades by analysts, jumped 
sharply to dose at £18.27, up 39p. 

Growth in US revised down 

The US economy grew slightly slower in the third quarter 
of J 997 than first thought, according to official statistics re- 
leased yesterday. GDP grew by an annualised 3 J per cent 
over the third quarter, revised downwards from 3.5 per cent. 
But at 33 percent, the economy’s growth rate is stiB regarded 
as strong by economists. 
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The flaws in Brown's moral vision 



DIANE 

COYLE 

ON REPLACING 
BENEFITS WITH 
TAX CREDITS 


This week’s Green Budget 
made it absolutely plain that 
Gordon Brown’s overriding 
mission is to make work avail- 
able and to make work pay for 
the unemployed and those on 
low incomes. 

The combination of the in- 
tended lOp starting rate of in- 
come tax and the introduction 
of a working families tax cred- 
it for the low-paid announced 
in Tuesday's statement forms a 
central element in the reform 
of the welfare state. Along 
with the minim um wage, they 
wiU ensure that people can sup- 
port themselves rather than re- 
lying on state handouts. 

The fact that this is a moral 
crusade rather than just a mat- 
ter of getting money into 
people’s pockets explains why 
the Chancellor appears so de- 
termined to ditch Family Cred- 
it, the benefit paid to 
low-income families, and re- 
place h with an “earned income 
lax credit" (EITC). 

There will be more details 
later today when tbe Treasury 
publishes a paper on the pro- 
posals. But the general idea of 
this import from America is 
that it b a tax rebate that 
would be paid through the 
PAYE system. The amount of 
the credit would taper off as the 
recipient’s earnings rose. 

It sounds a great idea. This 
is certainly what Ed Balls, the 
Chancellor’s economic adviser, 
would have been told by his 
former teacher Robert Reich, 
the Labor Secretary during 
President Bill Clinton’s first ad- 
ministration. 

In the US, it was a great 
idea, because nothing like 
Family Credit existed there 
beforehand. The EITC was 
launched against the back- 
ground of a blank canvas. As 
a tax break, it commanded 
support from Republicans, and 
the cost does not fully show up 
as government spending. 

Replacing Family Credit 
with an EITC in Britain is 
fraught with disadvantages, 
however. The Chancellor’s 
proposal is grounded in the 
highest of principles but it will 
run into all sorts of practical 
difficulties. 


The objections all hinge on 
delivering the money through 
the tax system rather than the 
benefits system - which is, 
ironically, exactly the reason 
Mr Brown t hinks his proposal 
is superior. The Chancellor 
wants to get away from the no- 
tion of handouts. Just as im- 
portant, Family Credit shows 
up as social security expendi- 
ture, and bis own spending lim- 
its will not allow any expansion 
of the scheme. 

One catch is that tax is ad- 
ministered by employers, not 
the Benefits Agency. A family- 
based tax rebate will require 
employers to collect a lot of de- 
tail on the financial position of 
other members of the house- 
hold, not just tbe person who 
works for them. Not only is this 
intrust -requiring companies 
to ask, for instance, whether 
their employees are cohabiting 
- it is also a big administrative 
burden on employers. 

The Conservatives’ attempt 
to introduce an EITC in 1985 
was defeated in the House of 
Lords after vigorous lobbying 
by small businesses who did not 
want to do the government’s 
work for it. The cost of ad- 
ministration is an important is- 
sue in the design of taxation, 
and it cannot be side-stepped 
by pushing the cost on to 
business. 

Just as bad, the switch to de- 
livery via tax and pay packets 
would also give tbe Inland 
.Revenue a vast amount of new 
information about claimants. 
This information is currently 
held separately, by the Bene- 
fits Agency, and is not shared. 
There are dearly civil liberties 
worries about concentrating 
all this personal information in 
one department - and its in- 
formation technology supplier, 
tbe American-owned corpo- 
ration EDS. 

A tax credit based on house- 
hold income would also require 
a return to joint taxation. The 
Chancellor has been known to 
dismiss this as an objection 
made only by middle-class 
women, but he will find that 
even if that is true, abandon- 
ing individual taxation for the 
sake of a tax credit for low 


earners would prove extremely 
unpopular with a key political 
constituency. This is one of the 
perils of having an all-male 
team drawing up welfare-re- 
form proposals. Besides, joint 
taxation certainly reduces the 
incentive for the second person 
in each household (usually the 
woman) to work by taxing their 
first pound of income, and 
would end up reducing labour 
supply. 

Another gender-related ob- 
jection is that Family Credit is 
paid almost entirely to women. 
Even though women are the 
main earners in about two 
fifths of low-income house- 
holds, according to the Institute 
for Fiscal Studies, the tax cred- 
it will go to men in the other 
three-fifths. As the IFS showed 
in its analysis for The Indepen- 
dent yesterday, the proposed 
working families tax credit 
could be a straight transfer of 
money from women to men. 

Perhaps Mr Brown is sim- 
ply unaware bow much this 
matters in households, espe- 
cially when money is tight, and 
how much difference it can 
make It can make to the 
welfare of children. If so, he 
ought to make it his basin ess 
to find out. 

Tbe outcry about his pre- 
election notion of cutting child 
benefit for the over- 16s should 
have warned him, though. It is 
certainly true that middle-class 
families gain unduly from child 
benefit because it is not means 
tested, but for the women who 
receive it, it is often the only 
money of their own they have. 
The distribution of income 
within households does matter, 
and it is also a question of 
fairness. 

There are other practical 
questions too. For example, die 
US version of the working 
families tax credit has turned 
out to be riddled with fraudu- 
lent claims. About 110 per 
cent of the families thought to 
be eligible actually claim the 
EITC. This indicates the need 
for a careful design. 

The weight of academic 
opinion is either against the 
Chancellor’s proposal or thinks 
the case still needs proving -it 


has almost no supporters out- 
side the Government. The ad- 
vice from Treasury officials 
and other advisers, too, is to 
tread cautiously on this. 

Mr Brown’s office shrugs off 
the criticism, however, by go- 
ing back to the point that 
claiming a benefit like Family 
Credit beats the stigma of de- 
pendence. This Government 
wants people to feel that they 
have earned their money by re- 
ceiving a proper reward for 
their efforts. ■ 

Indeed, foe take-up of Fam- 
ily Credit is relatively low. But 
this probably has more to do 
with foe . mind-numbing ad- 
ministrative complexity of 
claiming it than with any sense 
of stigma. Switching from the 
job seeker’s allowance to Fast- 
fly Credit, and perhaps back to 
JSA if you lose your job, is a 
nightmare involving many 
forms and weeks of delay. 

The Chancellor would do 
better to focus on streamlining 
the benefits than ploughing 
ahead with what wil] turn out 
to be a messy and unpopular 
switch for reasons that have 
more to do with intellectual 
purity than common sense. 

If he wants low-paid jobs to 
be more worthwhile, he should 
just rename and expand Family 
Credfo After all Fhmily Credit 
was named Family Credit 
rather than Family Benefit or 
even Family Handout for pre- 
cisely that reason. 

The two measures achieve 
exactly foe same object, but one 
of them is already working, 
while switching to the alterna- 
tive is going to anger and alien- 
ate millions of people. It is hard 
to shrug off the suspicion that 
the only reason for replacing 
the existing Family Credit 
scheme is the fact that this 
would need an increase in tbe 
social security budget, a cost 
that could not be hidden as a 
change in tbe forecast of tax 
revenues in the public sector 
accounts. 

The paper from the Trea- 
sury today will have to answer 
a lot of hard questions about 
the merits of the proposal in or- 
der to give real force to the 
Chancellor’s moral vision. 
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Congr atulations to UBS, which carried off the 
prizes for best sales service and best marke t- 
making in the 1997 Extel survey of the 
small er companies sector yesterday. UBS may 
have its problems at tbe moment, but it still 
managed to wrest the sales service prize from 
last year’s winners Cazenove, and market- 
making from Merrill Lynch. Caz still got two 
prizes, for best dealing ability and corporate 
activity. Dresdner Kleinwort Benson scored 
for best research. 

The fond managers polled by Extel voted 
C h arterhouse Tliney the most improved 
brokers in terms of sales service and dealing 
ability, while Williams de Broe came first for 
most improved research. 

For the first time this year smaller 
companies themselves had the chance to vote 
for best brokers' analysts, which went to Philip 
Meredith and his team at DKB. The 
companies also voted David YVamock and 
Aberfbrtb Partners the best fond managers. 




plotting 50 years later. 

ary as general manager, marketing. 

2d is currently managing director, Europe, 

for Tricon Restaurants International, which 
S. JCberwas part of the Group. 

Tbe chaps m Carer Aflen took a d^offbm*- 

ing on TUesday to deliver a racdio^toan 
art gallery in Mayfair- Relax, the horse wasn t 
sJmin half d la Damien Hiret. James Bar- 
clay, chairman of the private l«k 
financial services house, was on hand to 
supervise the arrival of a life-size bronze race- 
horse at the Try on and Swann Galleiy. lt s the 
work of Philip Blacker, a former steeplechase 
iockey and a leading equestrian sculptor. 

Mr Blacker rode in nine Grand Nation- 
als so be knows a bit about horse flesh. His 
sculpture of Red Rum was unveiled at 
Ain tree in 1988 and his statue of Desert 
Orchid greets arrivals at Kempton Park. 

His recent work embraces other members 
of the animal kingdom, including a giraffe, a 
pig and a lion with Us foot on a tortoise (sym- 
bolic, I gather, but I’m not sure of what). 
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Jonathan Fry, the self-assured managing 
director of Premier Asset Management bad 
to fly out to Luxembourg this week to re- 
organise some unit trusts he's just bought from 
Brewin Dolphin Beil Lawrie, tbe private client 
stockbrokers. 

The otherwise successful trip was marred 
by a seemingly endless delay to the flight back 
from Luxembourg Airport, due to thick 
fog. Mr Fry was informed, with a certain note 
of pride by a local, that “the foggiest place in 
Europe is Luxembourg, and the foggiest place 
in Luxembourg is tbe airport”. 

The Luxemburger explained that the 
airport had first been built by the Germans 
during the Second World War. The stoiy goes 
that when the Germans asked the local 
authorities where was the best place to build 
an aerodrome, the locals suggested the 
foggiest, murkiest part of the Duchy, in tbe 


The Economist's collection of forecasts. The 
World in 1998 has just thumped on to my desk 
simultaneously with a book by an American 
business consultant which claims that the vast 
majority of forecasts are bunk. 

William A Sherden's highly entertaining 
book, The Fortune Sellers: The Big Business of 
Buying and Selling Predictions, takes a base- 
bail bat to, among other people, economists, 
market gurus, fond managers and weather 
forecasters. 

“Each year the prediction industry showers 
us with $200bn in (mostly erroneous) infor- 
mation,” writes Mr Sherden. Yet these high- 
ly paid people routinely get it wrong, he says. 
Recent events the “experts" failed to predict 
include the 1987 stock market crash and its 
subsequent recovery to record highs; the en- 
try of women into the workforce in massive 
numbers; the fall of communism in Eastern 
Europe; the Gulf War; and all recessions, 
including the crash of 1929. 

None of this worries The Economist, 
which has puts its collective neck on the block 
with a whole slew of predictions for 1 998, in- 
cluding: cheaper gas and electricity bills, with 
a 6 per cent cut in.ieccy bills from April; a 
puritanical Europe-wide ban on tobacco ad- 
vertising and sponsorship; Daimler Benz 
and Siemens leading a stampede to adopt the 
euro into their accounts; and the world's pop- 
ulation growing by 81 million to 5.93 billion. 
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Suny Bay’s run rests 
on Brooks’ walk 


The trainer Charlie 
Brooks, unhappy with 
the state of the ground 
at Newbury, walks the 
course this morning 
before deciding whether 
to run Suny Bay in the 
Hennessy Gold Cup on 
Saturday. Richard 
Edmondson reports. 


Charlie Brooks is as much en- 
amoured with Lhe terrain at 
Newbury as Dr Foster was with 
the surface at Gloucester. The 
trainer of Suny Bay, the short- 
ening favourite for Saturday’s 
Hennessy Gold Cup, will walk 
the course at 11.00am this 
morning to determine if he will 
allow his precious grey to dig bis 
heels into the filthy Berkshire 
earth. The derk of the course, 
Richard Pridham, will be at his 
side and the conversation may 
well be stilted. 

Charlie walked the course 
last week and was not best 
pleased at the results of his ex- 
amination. He felt the ground 
was suitable for caterpillar 


* Martha’s Son 
on the mend 

Hopes rose yesterday that the 
injury Martha’s Son suffered at 
Huntingdon may not be so bad 
as first feared. 

There had been worries that 
the 10-year-old might never 
run again after he was pulled up 
with a suspected crack in his 
near-fore in the Peterborough 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Chickabiddy 
(Taunton 3.25) 

NB: Sounds Lke Fun 
(Taunton 2.55) 


5# 


Chase on Tuesday, but X-rays 
have failed to find any bone 
damage. 

However, Forster’s bad luck 
continued at Chepstow yester- 
day when Edmond and Don- 
juan Collonges fell in their 
respective races - the latter fa- 
tally. 


-j; R ESULT S 




CHEPSTOW 

1250: 1. STRONG TEL (A P McCoy) 5-1 ; 
2. ivory Coaster 6-1; a Begs) Absences-! 
IB ran. Breno to Etfnoref (felV 13, a (M 
POO- Vfeflngtonj. Tot* £8.10; £180. EISO, 
£200. OF: E2&70. CSF: £3251 THo; C2B2U 
1206 1. VKXmnM&smAGE (PH* 
lew) 7-2; 2. QuM Momenta 12-1; 3- RoB 
Agate 12-1 12 ran. 100-30 to Gofctan Liy 
BthV 22, nk. ID Bwwrth, WWteombel 
ft** BOO; film £2» 0.70. DF; £4530. 
CSF; HOBO. THo: Em.70 Wfc SqpnBfl- 
150: 1. LARRITS LOUD (I J MUph& 5-1 : 
a Rota n» PBW» 3-1 ; a Ptabailty «« 
tt-1 6 ran. TM to Dorian Cofcngee JW), 
DU. U (P MchoU SHepton MaDei). TbtK 
E720; £2 j 40 £170 DF: £1050 CSF: £1920 
230: 1. NAME OF OUR FATHER (A 
Mbgufca) 5-4 to: 2. Barmy HUT Lad 9-2; 3. 
Daymtar 5-1 9 ran. 'b, 12. (P Borare, Hawj- 
fortWiTWa: £230. £1*4 SMO-nflOW: 
£350 CSF: £722. TMoast £B7BL Tim: £&90 
250: 1. LAKE KARWA (T J Murotap) 
evens to 2- Romancer 3 -R 3 - Djnwlcta 
View 50-1 4 ran. 29 dU (P MchoteL Stap- 
tor MataQ.lUKClTa DP. £150 CSF: £4.0. 

Qn aaDel!^OT^ANKER (APMoCoy) w; 
2 . Jet T!M» 7-2; 3. King On TTm Rim tt-8 
to. 9 ran. ’A. Tt(M Pte Tito 
eg an; EifLCUO, £150 OF: OSAO. CSF: 0K5B 

Tnt 35ai. KENTISH BARD (C Llewelyn) 
n-2: 2. Frank Bwna 2J0-30: a BMy U* 
7 - 1 B ran. T3r8fev Kfonatata {to), 3 
(N Gaaeiae, Upper Lamboum). Tot*: £680; 
KfflOO ElM DF: E22AO CSF: £2375. 
PUcepot £8050 OuadpoP £7X10 
pSSTwasa Mace S: E1B2B. 

WINDSOR 

1 2AQl 1 ■ LORD OF THE RIVER (J A Mc- 
Carthy! 7-2:2. MtoSeTTwrapy l£i; a 
thar Henry 7-2. 16 ran. 3-1 to Stem 
7, 3-A. (0 Shenwwt Up** 
SSunVlfata: BftOO; £120 £440 £250. 
DF- E2B90. CSF: £8070 Tbo: CS750 
iMoelJMAD HAHBY (Mr R WWtey) ?;<> 

gSHSESS 

CSF: Trio: £145,® 

fT fltt aX**. N«wrnar^ 
c-nar>- rarai caPO. p F:.j3S40Cff : : £ 3 1^ 
MfclTNoSLs TOMI P Ttontog 
100-30; a Sad»«^* 

"vsnsskssss^t^; 

aWdrHExpraaa 

^■sSISiisr* 
bsbb£S»&&— - 

‘ESSEgSS’iS&.mea 

Places: £10151 Mace 

• The meeting at 
because of tag. 
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tracks, but a lad dangerous for 
fragile racehorses. He did not 
keep this idea to himself. In par- 
ticular, the Lambourn man 
found the ground inconsistent 
and certain areas so hard that 
it was like landing in rubble. 
“We’ve had a monsoon here for 
the last 10 days but it's still only 
good ground and it would nor- 
mally have been good to firm," 
Brooks said yesterday. “More 
importantly, the take-offs and 
landing were very firm." 

The recent deluge, though, 
has advanced the idea of Suny 
Bay’s participation. “At the mo- 
ment it’s good ground on the 
chase course and we haven't got 
drying conditions, so the vibes 
this morning are that he wiil 
run " the trainer added, “bul, 
hopefully, what will come out of 
this is a review and a 12-month 
plan about how lhe course 
should be maintained." 

If Suny Bay becomes an ab- 
sentee, it would certainly de- 
mean the Hennessy as a contest. 
The eight-year-old, the Grand 
National runner-up, looked 
swollen both in size and mus- 
culature when he reappeared 
gloriously in the Edward Ha ri- 


mer Limited Handicap Chase at 
Haydock recently. The looks 
were not deceptive. 

The grey's extravagant vic- 
tory excited none more than the 
bookmakers, who confirmed 
him as Lhe Grand National 
favourite. He is also a best- 
priced 16-1 for the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup. Brooks himself has 
not been swept along in the tor- 
rent of enthusiasm. “Every- 
body else might be talking all 
sorts of races for him but I'm 
not,” he said, “All I believe is 
that Lhe horse is improved, and 
he appears to be a better horse 
at home than he was last year. 

“I think it is going to be a dif- 
ficult race for him to win. A 
horse like Time For A Run is 
going to be veiy difficult to beat 
off IOsl It wouldn’t surprise me 
if we won, but then I also 
wouldn't be surprised if some- 
thing off a low wight came and 
beat him. You hope for every- 
thing and expect nothing.'* 

There was increased hope 
also about the Hennessy par- 
ticipation of another of the 
topweigbls yesterday when 
Coomc Hill, the victor 12 
months ago, satisfactorily ne- 



Suny Bay (right), pictured winning at Haydock, is favourite for the Hennessy Photograph: Phil Smith/The Sporting Life 


gptiated a piece of work in 
Cornwall. The former hunter- 
chaser pulled a muscle and 
knocked out a vertebra on his 
seasonal reappearance behind 
Banjo at Cheltenham earlier 
Lhis month, but now appears 
ready to be discharged from the 
sick bay. “Coome Hill worked 
well today and we might have 


a try on Saturday,” Walter 
Dennis, the trainer, reported. 
“He surprised me quite a bit 
when he worked. It was more 
of a test and it was heartening. 
Ill see how he is overnight and 
if he*s okay, I'll give him a go 
in the morning. I hope I can get 
him there as this has been the 
plan all along.” 


Paul Nicholls will wait until 
tomorrow before confirming if 
his Belmont King runs. “Tve got 
a feeling the ground will ride on 
the slow side of good, in which 
case my intention is to run, but 
I will wait until Friday to make 
a final decision,” he said yes- 
terday. William Hill expect 
participation, shortening Bel- 


mont King to 12-1 from 20-1 
yesterday. 

A definite runner is Mar- 
tin Pipe’s Eudipe, who fin- 
ished well behind Suny Bay at 
Haydock when blinkered. 
“They just did not seem to 
work," the trainer said. “So we 
win leave them off on Saturday 
and hope for the best” 


TAUNTON 


HYPERION 

1-25 GUTTERIDGE (nap) 2.55 Serendipity 

1 -55 Circle Of Magic 3^5 Foodbroker Star 

2^5 Thursday Night 3.55 Frontier Flight (nb) 

GOING: Good (Good to Soli In a tow ptacw in the home straktoQ. 

• R^ht-hand course. Run* of COyds 

9 Corse b S of town on B317Qi Bumon station 2m ADMISSION: Members £fl; Paddock 
E&S0; Carta of Corse BV. slay same infi end of SGABssucn. CAR BARK: Contra of coma 
£3: re mai nde r tree 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Hpo 38-181 (195%), P Hobbs 22-B5 (222%), R Hodges ’fi-147 
(02%). Mu H KnlgM 7-2B (23%), N Henderson 7-32 (215%). P NkhoHa 7-7B p2%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 20-96 (208%), D Bridgwater 6-88 (174%), T Oascomtw 
1D-M (115%), B PowbH 7-112 &3%\ G Supple B-25 (34%), G tommy B42 (M3%). 

• FAVOURITES: 140-380 (388%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Aficionado (155), Crown Equally (325). 


FORM GUIDE 

CIRCLE OF MAGIC appreciated lhe drop Into Being company at Warwick and looked 
the Brety wfevw at the la&L only to be outtxfflad by Golden M e lody. Marta Pipefe run- 
MT went down a length and Hind Z7lenglha In front of fre^runrang Preynoo. Aftdorado 
started toaurito n frw Warwick race but was brought down at the fourth hamg made 
(restates at the previous two fights. He hudGng debut thW to Gray Pastel hare was a 
good effort, but he gara Nile encouragement In ComtoBfier'S Leicester race last time (Al- 
tawrjam end Digital Option wel beaten) First-time bbrkcra may help. Pick of lhe recruits 
from the Flat could be My Hero, who showed ahity at two and should be fitter after a 
return nn at Ktafnptan to September, while Rw Live and Gunner's Glory haw the aM* 
rty to get frno the shake-up if they stay. Selection: CHCLE OF MAGIC 


2.25 


1.25 


OAK NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,500 
added 2m If Penally Value £3,875 

1 2tt6 PRIDE OF KA5HWH pa (C) (D) (Frj* S Cfcafy Barry) P Hcfcts 4 T1 t)„„G Tommy 

2 444 MASTB1 WLLFBJ) (U) (P 3adej R Hodgas 5 11 E .TDamnba 

3 3t!tD NORTHERN DRUMS (13) (CD) (Ron Piate) M Pipe 4 11 E APMoCoy 

4 4625- WBfTWORTH (USA) (22S| (Mss J NeaUQQThanwBII B BPomB 

5 2P-5 WBTON ARSENAL (14) (business Rnre Expos) KBMiOp S 11 4 Q Supple (5) 

6 QHJD0- PBtFECTML(F109)(D) (RBtorRMoriMJVbadBnBOQ PHoiby 

7 005-3 ZAB/W(21) (l*a MC Sweeney) JGfiod 4*1 8. PHkte 

6 CF-P31 GUTTERIDGE (8) (D) (BCD Scab Lkt P Bora 7 66 (7or) TJUaphy 

0 0P3P- PETROS GSi CB1) (Ms R A IAm() U Boton 4 63 uJitonb(7} 

6 4AM5 RBNCE DE BERRY (22) (N G Alter) GFtonE 63 S Borough 


MENDIP PLYWOOD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) tJflOO 
added 2m 3f Penalty Value £5,129 

2H431 BAUAPOUH (22) (D) (Ws toy T Boris] M Pipe 7 T1 6 _APMcCorB 

303-1 MAnUS(n)(D)(lto Jessica Anth*B)JGdbill7T16 PHkte 

410-1U ItiLLCROFT RMSIA (47) (CO) (Jdn Carto) R Aiw B 11 6 ATbomttxi 

25-1 F TWWSQW MGHT (T7) (BF) (B L aman) P ftonds 8 11 6 TJkksphy 

S10SVBI0R HEATH (NZ) (FI3T2) (IVn Crtensj A Bbtow 9 T1 0 UrOlfcPMP) 

P22fr HARDY WEAIHB1 (421) ptiilcl* Radng) D Garrtflo 8 H D G Upton 

2123 JEFH3BES (21) (CD) (BF) pita 5 BUnbarg] JCUB ti 0 CUranflyn 

6LBF3- PUHBECKCAMAUBI(272)(MsEMCurto)RAlnBrS1IO_ MrJTtnardf J 

00336 R0VESTAR(21) ((3 BwtA) C Pophnm B 11 0 SBurmqpl 

GB3/S4 SBBfTaUNS(NZ)(14)(GFEdHtta)GEdMabai10 BPmMfl 

14PK- SOUNDS LIKE FUN (210) (Mrc H Brawn) Mss H Knight 6 11 0 JFTBtey 


FORM GUIDE 

SERENDIPITY dkj not show nveh tor Rod Mfcnen IWa year. However, he (fid begin to 
And hia tarn towards lhe wd ot the eeason, fintetikifl INM of tt at Safisbiry and fourth 
of »a» Pontefract and has since joined Marta Pipe Lomtordlc b naming wel and laBad 
by a nwk (although greatly flattered by that margin) against odds-on Lady Rebecca at 
Cheltenham Cm ») tost <ma He has a bating dance despite dropping back ntfp. Two 
"lb Tango landed a course and dbtenca nowtoa hurtle by a length and quarter from Not 
For Parrot last lime and should go wel Fresh Fru* Dally. rurmaM*) to Ashen Raider 
at MariwtRaaen last season, should be reasonably fit having run on the Fteil on 20 Sefr- 

tembec Keys Yb Kafaah last ran orar timber two yean ago. Ha scored three times on 
the Flattest war and had a run at Newbury in Septenfeec Strong Choice, a bumper 
and Haf wlmer in Ireland, was well beaten behkid Tutchev at Cheltenha m on hb debut 
ki tftb country but b capable of better. $alactkw: SERBCPfTY 


3.25 


MENDIP PLYWOOD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£6,500 added 3m Penalty Value £4^54 

26BF F000BR0KH1STW1(11)(D) (Food Hn*are Lfcfl J Gtocto 7 11 6, PMda 

PflFM raOWN BJllERRY (23) p) (Rcbgrl0g[bn)PNchcto7T1 6 

2/1 P-P EfflXTYPUWBI(2B)(D) (H» llraS Partneidlp) ROffe 1211 7__ 

3-SJ5U TUGOFPEACE(g)(PRfchadSOf^aRr*iigt)tt 3- 


TJHuphyB 


23P-42 IMMUrS CHOICER W(Da»a\btafl) RAber7«B» 


JVPMcCoy 

•AUnntoo 


000- RBH1IE (P1IR (MS Santos) U Santas 4 *0 

-11 (teetered- 
MWooro Height IOsL Trim tondkxp weight Red ftne9si lib. 

Smift »4 (ktearldn 5-1 Pride Of Itostnb M PeriM PM, 133 Nortton Dn«A 7-1 Zkbwi, 0-1 
Wtefci n* 10-1 Master IHBntrt. 14-1 Wnt»DBBa«r%aO-1ft<t06 Gam. »laitomti.33-lJtednaia 

696: Hay Donee 5 f) 3 G Tormey (E| tM (P HObtn) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

GUTTERIDGE. tot down by hta Jumping over foncas, ran out b very easy winner when 
put beck to hunteng at Hereford last weak, boating South What Express 28 lengths h a 
soling huiote. Ha to dba to go up tt to to ftdwe handcaps and can take advantage of this 
good merit Gutteridge made mwti ol the ruinhg at Hereford and skntar forcing tectica 
w* work wel rouid here. He to Beaty to be taken on i*> from t(y Northeni Drama, whose 
winning run ol lour (two oner couse and dbtenca) came to on and el CheHartoam 13 
(toys ago He flntfwd 12th of H to Hutohev In a valuable novteetf hantfcap, 30 lengths 
behind Pride Of Kashmir. Northern Drums has dropped 3b but is still 7b higher then 
when gaktag a hard-toughl win to an otdnary Stratford race prmrtouafy, wh4e The signs 
are thro pride Of KashmK, although only 3to Nphar than when wforfinp here Pm3fll bsl 
month, also has enough weight. Selection: GUI itmDGE 


5033/ 8UPRE1IE FLAME (838) (Harry T Cob) H Cob 7 110 TDmccmb* 

3331® VERDE LUNA (18) (to iGafaefa Zfirrha) R BrSh 5 ID 13 XAIrpi»u(5) 

RPF32f 8TEAMBURD(57^(Pa(i«<B*ranJ) JMte»7 0fl G Tbmwy 

-14dadsred- 

BETT1IIG: 53 Ttonsday MghL 4-1 Souida Lka fisi. 5-1 Btentexxn; 13-2 Jettaries, 7-1 Marina. 
Micron Rhtera. 16-1 tody WwBm Roraato 20-1 PiabeckCawflantotte Una, 25-1 ottos 
80S: QwrtM* 5 » O N Wtonaon fliers tar {P HnUa) 7 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

TtairadayMgM.wtioMbothoiii>igBCwwtence3ta3lEaBSoaranoutavB^raa9ywln- 
ner on hb reeppearanoe and nelun to dnang at Newton Abbot and would hmo tokraed 
up to ttocMw style from Marius at FonhnnV but tor faMng stthe test Ctoariy he wfl be 
aHcun to beet panted a dear round and he meets tortus 7to better; but ihree fafe from 
bur starts cmt lances b hardy encouqgbg The choice goes to chssngdabutertSOlMSS 
LIKE FUN, who made e winning return ewer hurdao to Hereford last seaaoa Henrietta 
Knightb rimer ehowod mproved form h the second pert of last season, beetfog Wbe 
tOng a short head to Ssndown In March and lanctog an Aacot norrtcerf hondfoap by ebt 
lengths tom Jovto King tee fotodng month. Bamapour wi be a danger to al havfog sand 
an his fist outhg over fences h this country at Newton Abbot. He defied t2sf ft that 
novtoas’ handcap by eight lengths trom Ftofto* Hammer and. wide die b tousyrer, ha wd 
tie sUled by the longer Crip Jefferies ran a sound race war hurtles first tme back at 
Tbwcasta- to bathed to SpencSdfwtoner again since) and he shexid win races owr fences, 
umcralt RMera mecte e wtaiing debut (war fences at Exeter In September and vhb to 
front when tetog at hsttanv to Bangor aftarwarde B eta c tto w: SOUFOfl LKE FUN 


LUMP- SPACE (CD) (D Q Staphan^ltoV Stepltott B02..J*toVSte^wne 

21-30 CHCXAB1DOY (19) (C) (G FEdwads) GEihvavteB WO MrSDwacfcp) 

F2PS3 JAWBREAKER ( 1 ^ (The JeyPartnostfo) BflMtinan 01)0 D Sato (5) 

45552 STfflPLEJACK(14)ff)0) (KHtficri KBSahop OOO RGreenaB 

-9dsdwad- 

MUoiua welgte 1QM Due tantcqi aatfK Cftfcfttovdcfr » Jstiwetor to Sb. Steeple Jack 

9M4to 

BETTMG: 3-1 Fbodbraker Stac 7-2 Maranyb Choice. 4-1 Crow Bpany. 11-2 Ttrg 01 Peace, M 
Equly Ptoyw; CtdcfcabUdy, 14-1 Staapte Jack, IB-1 JtotxoakM, space Capps 
096; Dutwftw Lodge 9 Ti « B Fbnton 72 (p Barari) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MAMMY'S CHOICE makes most appeal In a drflieult raca Robert Alnerti runner b st* 
rather high in the ha n d c ap having won Ha first two starts at Plunpton last a aaa on but 
dd manage soma decant efforts behind Lance Armstrong to San down and Rad Branch 
to Newtauy in the torrmg, Mammyb Choice has pertannad credtebly h two starte this 
Beeson, finbhtnglnilh to Back Qsadt si Pbsnpton and second to Flaked Otos at FonhMi 
With rain anxm he should have the ground to sulL Foodbroker Star ta a smart chsa- 
er on his day as when winrtagat LhgfioM last year; buthetfisappoWedtwteeBubse- 
quertty and nwa a tolar to Chettenham on hte rahm to Manor Mteote race. He needs to 
brush up hta (imping So dose Ibg Of Peace, who hes unseated twice from his last tivee 
starts, most recently In DomSamauafe Newton Abbot rBQttOownEquanygNBltlta 
encouragarwn on hb return belaid Abawd to Exstoi; whto Equity Ptayerwea pulsd 
he/tad DomatwOePTOn after an aboance arcs March. Space Cbppe showed noth- 
■rig in totee starts Iasi season and Is making hb reappeerancQ whto Chfckabkldy, Steeple 
Jack and JaBbreafcw are out to the handcap. Se l ecti on: MAMMY’S CHOICE 


3.55 


WALNUT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,150 added 
2m 31 110yds Penalty Value £2,938 


■I ec | MAPLE SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^75 added 3YO 
* -DO 1 2m If Penalty Value £1.784 


2.55 


_ ARCKMADOndtUsCJCokQRIfodgsstoto 

0 nen7U.0P110N(iq(MeteigUd)J^waibatoto_ 
GUNNBtS GLORY (F34) [tan Btetay) Ms L SkJbhs B V- 


J Harris (7) B 


BLAND PRINCE (Fl3) (MreSVBd*ege)NBtobega to O 

54 RSYASO (IB) (Dw« Htojns) R SScrga tJU 

SWISS COAST (FBS) (The Good FUi Ibcing Ob) R Judos to to . 

40 AJJffiRJAN (ID) (Mrs SV Babbage) NBtotag**) 3 

S CfflCLE Of UAGC (IB) pm Yteedsn) M FfooD5_ 

HVEUVE(rei)(WjnBBd)S0ctoto9 


.5 For 


..TJHw|Sw 
— BftaM 

.Q Tbmwy 


H0PPB«m (F10J (Rtatoha Rachg) B Mg to ! 


mfiTMibi «* »«7 — ■ — u — 

IIY *RO (F78) ffi Ekoen Bid rtter Pnppw Portrwshp)^ T LBs « 5 - 

0 TRUE VISION (17) (Rcliard heddrl^ W G V Tiirer t) 5 

-12 (teetered- 


— AUnMon 
_A P McCoy B 
_GS W fe(5) 

R Green* 

— CLIawdyn 
— J Power (7) 


BEECH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 added 
2m If Penalty Value £3,680 

3£toZ LMffiAHOC (USA) pB) (BonuptW] JQWBT1 6— GBtaAy 

3 7WO TO TANGO (Ifl (CD) (FJAfc A MW Mb) NTtostnOmw 4 tl I.XUmnOyn 

0 ATLANTIC MET (23) (Rw Mtedour Partoarghp) B R Mman 4 tl 0 DSMarp) 

32- DANTEAN (44(9 (D IMtta & D Cto) R CfSlAwn 5 11 0 BPoml 

0- BXT0R1AL (296) (Mb R fppa Cooper) C Buds 5 11 □ SHcNd 

_A Thornton 

JReat 

JLPUeOsy 


5V HAXA1AKEFAAH (FS9) (Atari GCradfock) NBe^aga 511 Q. 
SARASOTASTT»N(P7q(lfcsQARDtBngRRD8t51IO.— 
SERBflM>ITY(Ht)(F38)(UJHcrtan)Mlfoa4tl 0 . 


IBM DASHNG DOLLAR (46) (BF) Pfortyn Racing) C Mam fl tl 10- 
2TMB SAM ROCKETT fttojq (LG KwoKl)MPpe 4 110. 


rKR0H|toi(7) 
JLPHcCOy 


BETTING: B-13 Ckcte Dl Magic, B-1 Atictonedo, 7-1 My Hste, 10-1 Hiw Ltea. 12-1 PYyuo, tarn- 
m Gtora 19-1 SMts Coast, 20-1 Wind Prince, True Vtobw, 25-T AJtaerJsm, 33-1 ottwa 
1396; Ttana Arana 3 toSnHuflhas 7-1 (MPWHnm 


4 VILLAGE KING ( 23 ) (B^fCaptEJBteaRteHBBdiceM) P Hobbs 4 II 0 RRurani 

52- FRESH FRUIT DABY (FSB) (BF) gtewi Hxtoig A Kafeawy 5 to B AB ton (5) 

00004/ KBHY0PP0HnfflTY(13(H) (KCWftV GH»m3 109 SBumwgh 

1-0530 STRONG CHOICE (O) (Ms Bandte McCBrtty] J MAns 5 toB PHantey (3) 

POCK VEXFORD 1*000.(407) (VGOwsway) VQtwn*ay 7 TO 9 JArJTta wdgS) 

-13 (teetered - 

BETTBIG: 52 SwvndpBy. 3-1 Lfliabanflc, 112 Tteo 1b Ihnga, 7-1 Fresh FhA My, B-1 Strong 
Chaks, 10-1 Hays Ife Ksbah, VBaga Kteg, IB-1 Dsiten, 20-1 ABaSte HU EdtarteL Garante 
Storm, 33-1 others 

1996: W Agdn 4 11 0 D Bridgwater *1 (Gay Keteway) B ran 


34502- BOM VOYAGE (2«1) (D) [Tho Fimti (tetaton Partnershp) P Hobbs 5 W 6 GTbmwy 

B254f FRONTIER FLIGHT ft) (CO) (L*sa L SrtM) Mss L Skrid 7 D 5 (Tat) OFtas 

IMS THEH0BStfq{^C=<9(QFEd<wdi)GElhaRbtoV2 DSB9w(5)B 

4021-U a^ l nTE{FR)(12)(D)(ChrtoocterShtlBy0tBri»r)MreHKri s ya71O1 JPtwwfT) 

-F2B4 GAUEDXBBU(22}(C)(tanMLfcQaady)JlAAns6»0 AB Map} 

0-0E4P ROSIEB (B)(Q(ttiJVtanng)LWnig7 VO MGiWUbafT) 

-3 ifaclared - 

AMaumwa^fttfOa TriM/BndcspaeiDhsCGHmOkrarnaStoObifhsteSMetL 
®miKi 52 FreoBar Fight, 144 Sara Rodtett, 9-1 Bon Wayag*, B-1 Daahtag DaBw; Staeptite. 
10-1 TTM Htadw; 14-1 Bane DShbbw. 33-1 RoatoS 
BOB: Road fo Aun Bon B to 2 B Ftawdl M-1 (R Bate!) B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

FRONTtST FLIGHT ^predated the drop into sating conpany at Wtarwrck when scor- 
ing by 17 lengths Irom Edward Seymou. Sam Rocktol, has won three times at Newton 
Abbot thta season end again hu the beating of fourth-placed Game DVanene from hta 
latest succeas them He was a doss second to Secret (Stt to Wbicteor bust time (Sleep- 
ae unaaeted early on) but has been raised a further 2fo. Dashing Dofiar, winner erf a 
bunper and maktan hutfie to Ireland, could manage only fourth to Vtendre won his first 
start in thto country to Huntingdon but shotad do better; Selection: FRONTER FLIGHT 


CARLISLE 


HYPERION 

1.00 Boyzontoowa 1.35 Shanavogh 2.05 No 
Finer Man 2.35 Naughty Future 3.05 Out On 
A Promise 3^5 Palace Ol Gold 


GOING; Good. _ . . _ 

• Ftiohl-hand. undulating oousa Ftun-tn « 250yds. 

• Course is on southern outskirts of town, 4m W ol ^awtion 42 
of M6. Bus service from Cartsie station 2m ADMISSION: Club 

£12(OAPs&under-21s£B):'tettBrsais£8(PAffS &uridBf2T a£3), 

CAR IWUC On rate £3 f«K*it*>g ogayatfflilg™* 1 ”™ 

• LEADING THAINatS: Mra H Rewetoy 31 ^ 

30-tai Q42%1 J M Jeftareon c Rartter B-tot(tilB%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Catheny (3W%iR Guest 964 
(FUM, J Csitoghan 8-45 (t7B%L J Buka 8-47 (120%). 

• FAVOURITES: 146-349 (416%). 

BUiaCERED FIRST TIME: None 


BORDBt COUNTRY A Mfc«5 11 Dilr M Madams (7) 
1- FORREST TREE (2B3)UHatmond 4 II OJIrCBorewr ( f 


JW-U JBPB8(IB»l*sUMgtn81U 
U05PF JUOtCKXS NORMAN (11) J Adam 6 11 0 - 

93-30 KTT SMARTS (9) D UFbrahrS tl 0 

055- NORNBIMMIpBqGNcranteeitO^ 
OUR FRANCE 0 Lamb 5 11 0. 


„T 

.RSuffta 
— PMreo 
...Jtaafw 


00- Tm^( BAY (342) C Pater 5 T10 

0-343 JOWOOOY(t6)UBDThoimon4toB S LM (3) 

40 PBtrecrWEWMJarto4B9 —DByms 

5530- SIDE BY SPE ^^CThonSm 4 10 9 M Foster 

BETTING: 7-4 No FherMan.4-1 JsntrfSb Prospect. 6-1 Lord tadafa, B-1 
KK Stearite, 10-1 MM-Ool, Jodtckwe Homan, 12-1 Foneat Prtdo, 14-1 
Ardent Scoot, 2S-1 Jeopant, Joeoody, Site By SMs, Partect Me* teaf- 
to Bay, 33-1 otbsre - 


2.35 


rnooi 


BOSLEY NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m If 

■BA TCACHSMU)AAfcn7llto _SMafcwa(7) 


rt£n- mmiraLOOUSIH BIG L Lugo 8 it to RS«4>pte 

n MOTW00DSTK*A(R)CFbrto4fl^P^ 

3RXJ/0 YSL UBBLE (12) J K GFesaMf 6 11 4 RUaeaayO)V 

«™j) cRABBtES PRIDE (14) M Meodhar 4 11 4 RGoaat 

00634 RUN FOR THE Mi. Pto J ^Secri S T I U » Mli (7) 
55343 IHBH WLDCABD (KZ) (I) J Hawrt Jchre mB 11 0-- - 

336 5is AwiSTtqP jjj^* « ’ 6 — 1 fl 

6000-1 BOYZONTOOWA (2D) W Stowy S tl -B.-- MHetaV 

/BUS SPBEBS DBJ®fT (94) TOuWjertBBB KJoteWW 

sPRtNGLOADB7 60(D)FJasfnBto4 H Lynn (7) 

^4 ^NUGHTYBnUffi(1^U1Wra5toa_6te^B 

Sm SStckar 

egeiBto HEADOWLBX (5) W*wg8™ WDtm 


ASHLEYBANK INVESTMENTS H'CAP 
CHASE (CLASS C) £6,500 added 3m 

1 esn- S0NUFBBSQS1)(C0) MnMRMteyBll to — PMnn 

2 5BPP0- BETTTK TMES AHEAD (223) (D) Q FfctatlJa Tl tl 1) 

H Suite (7) 

3 22H-F- HOHTHHBISQUIffi(182)(CI0 JUJofasonSTI 0 

— E Ctetegtam (3) 

4 FftPO- FRONT LINE (2K) J J C7M tt 11 0 L Cooper (7) 

5 131 -FI CQVBIDAUE LANE (11)(CIQ tt> SSntoi titolt.RGtteto 

B 4PW NABC RAW (54* (CD) B Efean 12 13 9_C McCureaek (7) 
7 2FS33- WSTWBLL BOY (Z11) (D) (BQ P Besunontll 139_ — 

" : n Supple 

B 5F2D2 NAUGHTY FUTURE (1^(D)JJ01te*8U 4 JIHcGiteti (3) 

9 mPfr KALAJD (tss) (D) L Lingo 7 to 2 JScntie 

V 1 FOP-2 PBNNE PMX (17) (C) p) M Hsntnond D 10 1 

Mr C Bonner (^ V 

-IDdedand- 

BETTlNaM Conntete Lana, 4-1 Son Of hte, 11* NaugM* FUura. 
Noiltwra Septet 10-1 Wastwafl Boy, 12-1 Katefo, Batter Ttowa Aha 
Panntos PMe, 14-1 Rom Lta MM Mafo Rate 


3.05 


Ujrnmmwf^iOATMtianaa^wBlgl^Uoon^VerAjmBeilXi, 

?? Wnnriiflrl 11 7 AW A 

Corate, 10-1 Ybt UraHla, 0-1 Crab- 
!^^W^ao3trtDriW%ftaRirTlteMBL14-1 Moonfl^itYantare, 
wSS^I Spring Utetted. 33.1 ott-re 

HEADS NOOK NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 

D) £5,000 added 2m 4f 110 yds 

-B Supple 
-TRaad 


1.35 




811 to. 


-DRartar 


3.35 


#L«B BABYaAKEOTJfto«ti-“«2j*®- 

«js CADEAUXPRBItBtEpMDSmrftiBtoto. 

3-0 ESOlMiAU(11)Gffch«tte6*B --*! 1 ----=> 

jAWPSautartf? « B SQtoti«B 

W K»K30FT>CBUWBI(145MsSSD«i71)12-HGUiet 

4421M 

055D-P FCTm(1Q(P)Sljadb^7Dto-^^ JNtoga) r 

affl- SHANASfOGH(2B7)(CD)QM1locreStoto-J*«a^m 

_ ss 

tarings. Master toaid, 25-1 Cadaai« Praratere, 50-1 raters^ ^ 

, s sssR^aA'^SB'. 

3 W31 tiUieOTgq F 

« iaa ARDENT SCOUT (HamSSntoi 5 11 H 


CALDBECK HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m If 

1 to-tot TAUTHAIH (FR) (4JJ) (ffl (BF) J Curte 5 11 Tl — DByms 

3 12224 OUrONAPROM6E(^(P)LLurgo5114 — RSuppla 

3 /BSD- DEHANMEpSIKBRBHctadsSIJto PMm 

4 0608F- MASTHtHYDE(234)(C) RAtanBtoS SIMrossfO 

5 0804 APOLLO'S DAUGHTER ( :) J GcU*®8 11 D_B GraBan ^ 

-5dadered- 

MMrasn aefaftt TOst JmhanOup w^M: Apotirt Oagtesr 8N4b. 

BETTl/a 1140(4 OnAPrOBitee, 5-1 Dsrinnte, 4-1 tetetratall-a Apct- 
Ws Daughter; 12-1 IMsr Hyde 

ASPATTUA AMATEUR RIDER H’CAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,600 added 
2m 4f 110yds 

DUKE OF ffiRIH (196 J H Jdnai 6 to OMr M Mtans 0 
PALACE OF GOLD (12) L Lingo 7 11 C_JlrBGfoaanf7) 

CATHBItNES CHOICE (22) M Hamaid 4 11 n 

Ik C Bonner (3) 

TOPOTHBKJfflHRACtilG fl9) (H P Beeunont 7 II U — 

its Mere 

BOLD CLASSIC (243) JActam 4 It 1) Hr C Storey 

1® 0 DKY (FSE1) W A J Lriwnad 9 11 9 JMre A Dariri (7) 
SHONARA-S WAY ft 1) (D) P Month 6 11 9 Mr R Hate (5) 

LDSTRIS (f) G Rcttoda G V to MrAPuterm 

REACH IW CLOUDS (1^ J Uaon5 to IT -Br P Scott 
C0PPB1HURST (IS P) W Warp« to 3-Jto 8 BM1 (to 

MORE CHAMPAGNE (15) Mn>0Tharasn7 1)2 

. -rm yipRpIfM" 

to PD4S0 WMEAlBFANIXBYtlBl AWhAweBlJO—MrEBlpiwPl 
-12 declared - 


1 5F223- 

2 4411 -2 

3 548F-4 

4 32*5/1 

5 5023- 

6 MJD- 

7 «M 

8 2D4-44 

8 93-00 

to aiR** 

11 /4P41 


B£T7V«fcMI*areChan4agt«i*- 1p NaceOfG(*L5-1fo(**hano(1t»i»- 
teg, 7-1 CKlMitort Cholca, B-1 ReadiThe Cfooda, io-1 Bcfcf Cteaalc, 
Date Of Perth, 14-1 CopperhMt, LoMrtt,lW Shonanfafitey,20-l Peep 
OTay, 25-1 Faroe And Fantasy 


UTTOXETER 


HYPERION 

1245 Lolita 1.15 Glamar^Btz1A5 Evezio Ruto 
2.15 Strath Royal 2.45 Hoh Express 3.15 
Listen Timmy 3A5 Saint Clel 


GOING: Chose course - Good. Good to Soft In places. Hurtite 
causa - Good, Good to Finn in piaeee. 

% Left-hand come. Run-in of 170yd* 

(t Couse is SE of town near B60I7. Uttoaeter nMon (DerbyOewe 
file} addins course AOMSSION: Oub CIS (OAPs Cd; fetter- 
sals Eto (OAF’S £7); Cause OL CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 38-130 (30%), K Briley 23-tQ 
(2QA%L D NUtofsan 20-91 (22%), N TWteton-Oavtet 17-BB (t77%1 
tit LEADING JOCKEYS: R Ounwoody 36-132 (237%). A Ntegrit* 
23-toB (213*1 W Menton 12-117 («3%). R Johnson 1M8 (112%), 

• FAVOURITES: 244-646 (377%). 

BUNKSIHJ FIRST TIME: Rocky's ProOes (MQ 


2.15 


12.45 


ALLIED DOMECQ ’BUDGET 
BEATERS’ HURDLE (CLASS E) S3J000 
added 3YO 2m 

212 NN8D0M BffHIOR (1^ (D) W Qa/ 11 5 — HJotnoo 
0 CANADIAN FANTASY (14) Ms VWrtto to Rtonreon « 

HEAD GAnJBBt (F34) N Uttmodan 1) to LHirwy 

5 WA1A(12) WGtrkaneriOto WMcfMandi 

23 L£miFAK(FH)r>tonWraBto12 AHMarin 

MYOSOnSpblPmtVto EHurineda 

NO MORE PRESSURE (FIS} Ms Jftntefen O toPCMlteiy 

mmew accord M Mb j nutata u to jkmbv 

RAUBO TANGO (F51) B CteittdQB D to Gwy Laura 

RtCHDALE U VMaean 1] S Mr L Lay 


BETTING: 7-4 Latea, 11-4 Lettytafc, 7-3 VUurae, 5-1 Ktagdon Bnper- 
ta 12-1 No Hare Preraan, 14-1 UMatewti, Hueng SoaM.ie-1 Nreilv- 
amAccMd.20-1 atttara 


to P-0050 BRANDON BR8X5E [12} D Gereghty 9 02 VSitekiry 

11 005*> CRQIE CRACKER (2C) )*sS VAfonB 13 0 — DVIcarey (7) 

8 tmo GUmrSGmL(78)FJ3rjanB100, TBsy 

- 12 dated - 

MinimamwBigttIQtt. Trim henScap might Qanf* GUBat 13b. 
BETTING: 136 Va Utu, W Bredo Ruto, B-1 King Coran, S-1 Bee Dae 
Baat, 10-1 HlghaatRootm, tiS-1 tango Man, Gafatfng Grew. 16-1 North- 
am Nation, Gonnyi Gil, 3M othars 

BARRY a TRENTHAM CHALLENGE 
BOWL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
£6^00 added 2m 7f 

1 54-21 STR9TH ROYAL pB) (P DBhtbdJ) BO MBntnan 

2 31463 POCKS ERRAND (IB) (P)G Bating 7 11 5 AMagrira 

3 53P2 RECTCffiY BAfflISI (1^ (Q T Fastar B tf 4 J{ Duremody 

4 4/504 PASHTO (195) N Handareon t) 11 2 ilARbaaakl 

5 121 FP- GStBtAL PONGO pia) (C) TGengaB to G Jt Johoaon 

BETTme: 5-2 Strath Royal, 11-4 Reckay Garden, 3-1 Pariito, 94 Fools 
Errand, 7-1 Gerarri hnigo 

JOHN POINTON & SONS LTD NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 
13 FARFA0ETV{Fn}(43)(D)MRpe4115 C 


2.45 


WHUOSO (29 <8F) C Atenn fl to 
LOUTX (FRj {FB5) M Pfos to 7, 


ROUnaowiy 

er 


P MADAM LUCY (Ra)J Spaaing » 7 — D J KawraOb (5) 

B MAJXffiS PET (94) W Cay tl 7 GnyLeriaS 

F MOOMSPHL (47) M WBdnton to 7 .WHankM 

3 MUSTANG SCALty (id) JMadden? .TEtay 

-16f 


1 ItAftAUHGA (t9) (CD) Lady names 5 tl 5--H Diawoorty 

4 CWALATA (411) T Kandy 4 to to Q Hogan (2) 

005 DESB. DAN 0^ J Jerldrs 4 ID 12 Wltentoa 


1-15 


ED WEETMAN ROAD HAULAGE H’CAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 4f 

1 mm- SAIL BY THE STARS PS7)(P)T Raster 8 11 to-SIftrate 

2 2321 F- WHOEECUtflE(t90)NHendBKn7791l AFfogeakt B 

3 WP 2 SPRMBaALEGato)RfiO9anQ0d61t5JAMcCartiy 

4 50564 THE REVEREND EBERT (11) G Bating B 11 5._Jt Hagde 

5 56203 jyilJAIIJOWWr (11) J J ONei 8 Tl 2. PCartrany 

9 26521 GLAMANGUTZ 08) (C) P DeBon 7 U 0 Cltiante 

BETTMQ: 11-4 Spring Gate, 7-2 Who is Equteera, 4-1 Oareangflta(K2 
Sril By Tha Strat, 112 Tha Reinraad Bari. 86 Jym(are Johony 

PETER J. DOUGLAS ENGINEERING 
LTD SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,375 added 2m 
VAUTU (23){D) M Pipe 9 120 ! Cl 


325-13 DOUBLE STAR (1MJL Hank 6 to 12 RThoretengq 

HOH EXPRBS (F1S9 Mb J Ransden 5 to to-^JI Ganity 
2 LORD RICHPELD (NZ) (19) S Ekodrim B D to 3 Wynne 
WSTNTGRLieLE (F334) HssS Wfcn 7 to B A M«*e 
ROBSTTO RWA (F43Q 0 Sharwood 4 to 12._P Cattaty 
0 RAR E B RUSH RDILBB (11) JJ OMNI 8 toto JU A Higarted 

0- £UAfijUSA)(F«tr/ted*5B« JGotiUMh(7) 

tto TWOR FALCON pS4) PBraday4toto RJotaraon 

' MSDMOOD NUTKDi (FI4g) B Morgan 4 to7 — LHareay 

-13 dtetersd- 

BETIMG: B4 Uaninga, 52 FtetuMtll 1« Laid RkdrfteU, B-1 Hah Et- 
raara, 1IM Derate stet Robarto Rta, 14-1 Sagabniah Rota; 20-1 otare 

PLANET ICE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added 2m 

1 41 UBTBI TMrfY pO) (CD) S Efcodahw 8 tl 5 SWynra 

2 FFW3 ASTRAL tNKASUN W (CD) TttMff « xS-GBytawteB 

3 93430- DES8TT CALM (240) D McCain B to to VSWkay 

4 03482 TEJANO GOLD (20) (CO) P Bradby 7 to to HJoteara 

BETONG: 1-3 UriaaTtaniy; 3-1 INma GaM, 12-1 Aatfribnaatan, 29-1 
Desalt Grim 


3.15 


3.45 


13151 


ALU ED DOMECQ ‘BUDGET-BEATERS’ 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 
added 2m 

1 2282 HANS7IKB (IK) (12) (D) C Stem S n tL RDurwom^t 

2 C14S SEATTLE ALLEY (7) (D) PR Whttoar4 Tl 6 PCartrany 

3 5331- TAKEAAiaiO (272) (D)0 Sherwood 4 11 3 _J A McCarthy 

4 45621 SAOTT CtEL (8) (CD) FJodanB DtotSn] AUagutm 

5 1D2M BUfOVtSJQN (1^ (D) J OStw 7 tl tl 


T55CF2 

0M545 

40344 

2TXQF 


EVEZIO RUFOJF^ (D) N Ukrexten 5 fiOJTTtnnan a B 
1AN«) MAN (iq (D) J 03ee 5 Tito . MdteBl Bream cn 
MOST ROOTS (FR) (M) DWMbBII 0~~W||utan 

QAUOPMG GUNS (B) (D) (BF) B Ueselyn 5110 

— -GuyUrabp) 

E 44630 BEE DOE BEST (F103) J Sntlti 6 V to RDuremdy 

7 moe KHSCUUN(T7)^PB0Maneco — RMncanB 
B P4F30- N0RHBTNNAn0N(439)(D)WQ^BO7JIAFtepBri(l 

9 63P ROCWTS PROFILES (T7) MM KGe«ge4 to 5 

D Sttettoy (7) B 


6 9410- THyRlRSC WAY (345) (D) (BF) N Henderaon 6 to 4 

M Anzgerekt 

7 05 DeGOp7){CD)MRtrTWi4 D2 RJehMOn 

6 05644- I^^WOOO POPPY (FT74J (Q BUngan ODD. LHerrey 

-8<iaciared- 

Tost TtwhentSc^welgrt Neeomxid Poppy 9st 7b. 
BETTBtt 3-1 WMnare Way, 1MMB Saint Ctei, 7^ UeainemB, 11-a 
Gorilla Aley, 0-1 RragUkai, 9-1 Uago, 1 0-1 Wuri Virion, 2 tn Naed- 

wotiPteW 


CYCLING 


Prutour aims 
to attract top 
competitors 

With a £ 100,000-plus prize 
fund aimed at luring Tbur de 
France strength competition, 
the nine-day Prutour was 
launched yesterday, filling a 
gap left four years ago by the 
loss of two major British races. 

Chris Boaxdman was the 
first to sign up for the 23 to 31 
May race from Stirling to the 
London home of the spon- 
sors, the Prudential. “With the 
Tburde France five weeks lat- 
er, che Prutour is perfect 
preparation for me and its 
timing should encourage some 
of the biggest teams to come," 
be said. 

The Prutour controller, 
Alan Rushton, is already ne- 
gotiating with the world's top 
10 professional teams who 
form the bulk of the Tour de 
France challenge. He plans 
that the 18 teams, each com- 
prising six riders, will also in- 
clude squads from Olympic 
countries. The £100,000 prize 
fund is the biggest ever offered 
in British cycling. 

Boardman has his ambi- 
tions for the Prutour. “It is a 
big responsibility riding be- 
fore your home crowd, but I 
will be trying to win." 

Prudential, who will spon- 
sor it for four years, are also 
backing an international 
women’s race on the final day 
over a one-mile circuit starting 
and finishing outside their Hoi- 
born offices. That also will be 
the course for the last stage of 
the Prutour, which will cover 
more than 830 miles. 

British cycling was left with- 
out a major stage race after 
Kellogg's ended its backing of 
the professional tour of Britain 
in 1994 -a year after the Milk 
Race ceased following a 36- 
year sponsorship. 

PROTOUR mNERAHV: 23 May: Str- 
ing; Prologue time trial (26 mfles). 24 
May: Edinburgh to Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne (130 mtea). 25 May: Gateshead to 
York CM2 mte»). 26 May: Manchester to 
Blackpool (in mfles). 27 May: Chester 
to Nottingham (100 mbs). 28 May: Bfcm- 
Snoham to Canfiff (134 miss) 29 May: 
Bnstol to Reacting (98 mflesj. 30 May: 
Chesringtonto Rochester (100 mlas) 31 
May. London: Cbcuil race (50 mties) 

- Robin Nicholl 


SAILING 


Fischer’s icy 
experience 


Chessie Racing sailed into Fre- 
mantle yesterday “disappoint- 
ed" with her sixth place in the 
second leg of the Whitbread 
Round the World Race. 

Mark Fischer's boat had 
been second in the nine-strong 
fleet at one point and he blamed 
the drop in performance on a 
collision with “something very 
large, but not bard". 

Fischer, a Whitbread novice, 
was full of respect after his first 
trip through the challenging 
Somhern Ocean. “The ocean is 
bigger and better than you will 
ever be,” he said. “It was pret- 
ty exciting stuff. It was so cold 
it makes yonr teeth hurt." 

Chessie will be seventh over- 
all after today’s arrival of Grant 
Dalton in Merit Cup. That will 
leave just Christine Guillou 
and the all-woman crew of EF 
Education, and the Dutch en- 
try, Brunei Sunexgy, still to 
complete the 4,600-mile leg 
from Cape Ibwn. 

WHITBREAD ROUND TVE WORLD RACE 
(second log, 4,600 arias, Capa Dram to 
FrenwoHa)-- FtatafMdrt Sweeten Match 
(Swb) G Krante S days 03ftr 40mh 03see 
2 Innovation Kyaamer (Nor) K Fmstad 
1&22£23S; 3 Tbahfoa (US) P StHncforidgo 


18:06:27:12; 4 S*k Cut (OB) L . . 

‘ftCto&OB', 5 EF Language (Sure) P Cayard 
V20OT25L 6 Chesete Racng (US) u Fs- 
crfier 17:11 :5l:47.sffl to fintafc 7 Merit Cup 
(Monaco) G Datai «i mfes to go; 8 EF Ed- 
ucation (Swg) C Gritou 214; S Brunei 
Sunergy (Nath) H BouschoBe 364, Stand- 
ings: 1 1movattan Kvmimnr 207; 2 EF Lao- 
1 107; 3 Sir Cut m 4 SMtedbh Mtech 
Ttaehba 

- Stuart Alexander 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 
7.45 wires (Mad 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS’ LEAGUE 



DH MARTENS LEAGUE CUP SOGOMl 
mood: Gkuasar v Newport APC (73(9 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: WNKluGh 
vGmpor BORX0I (730L 
PONTTMS LEAGUE Prarelar DIvMoa: 
Mton VtovEMrtta m. LMipod v Store 
(TO) (hr Cwwor Caw. 
AVONMSUmNCXCOMBaiATiaN FH 
P M teB re Harwich vWtoord pa» 

THE TIUES FA YOUTH CUP Fbafrraund 
rap tejr-Bn reoi ncMmvSwndonfreCteire- 

Ica hockey 

BWMBPi Credfl Dptfa v Hmcnste 
Cobras P30 |l 

BUPBCEAOUE: Breqwtore BtenvBreck- 
nri Bare (73C| 

Other sports 
SHOOKBt UK Oramai u r ai ip (Pnraiont 
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Hendry pursues perfection after going to pot 


Stephen Hendry began 
his quarter-final in the 
Liverpool Victoria UK • 
Championship against 
Alan McManus last night 
with his impregnability 
seemingly dented. Is the 
greatest snooker player 
of all time fading or 
drawing breath? 

Guy Hodgson met him . 
at Preston. 


Who is this? A snooker player 

whose cueing action is being 
criticised by has manager and 
openly admits be was not work- 
ing hard enough last season. 
Ronnie O’Sullivan? The world 
champion, Ken Doherty, even? 

The answer is so surprising 
you think you have mish eard. 
Stephen Hendry, the man who 
regards perfection as a slipshod 
day at the office and who has 
spent more hours potting balls 
than anyone, is the subject of the 

RUGBY UNION 


Llewellyn’s 
mission to 
prove point 


Gareth Llewellyn will turn the 
clock back eight years when he 
relaunches bis Welsh career 
against New Zealand on Sat- 
urday. Llewellyn, the Harle- 
quins lock, faces an All Blacks 
side showing just one change 
from the team who beat Eng- 
land last Saturday ; with the 
centre Whiter Little being re- 
called in place of the injured 
Alaama Ieremja. 

Sean Fitzpatrick, moving to- 
wards full fitness, also returns 
to the Test side on the bench. 
Zinzan Brooke, who was injured 
against England, has recov- 
ered, while Jonah Lomu keeps 
his place on the wing. 

It all adds up to the familiar 
power-packed All Blacks, but 
Llewellyn knows he is under far 
more pressure than during his 
Test debut on 4 November, 
1989 when the New Zealanders 
ran out 34-9 victors in Cardiff. 

Dropped by Kevin Bowring, 
the national coach, following 
Whies’ unconvincing 28-23 tri- 
umph over the United States in 
San Francisco four months ago, 
Llewellyn has won a reprieve. 

An injury to Moseley’s Steve 
Moore, possibly the most ex- 
citing Welsh second-row 
prospect since Llewellyn, and a 
committed display as the Whies 
A captain against New Zealand 
earlier this month, guaranteed 
the former Neath captain a 
60th cap recalL "“Kevin and I had 
a pretty high-volume discus- 
sion after 1 was dropped, so you 
could say I am determined to 
prove a point,” Llewellyn said 

Llewellyn, still only 2 8 de- 
spite his wealth of internation- 
al experience, will need to 
reproduce those high standards 
because Bowring has made it 
clear what he expects when 
Wales take the field before a 
sell-out Wembley crowd. 

Bowring said: “The loss of 
Steve Moore is a blow because 
he has impressed me .with his 
work-rate, but Gareth has re- 
sponded very well to challenges 
that have presented themselves. 
I have decided to give him a 
chance against. New Zealand, an 
occasion when I know he will 
contribute.” 

Ueweliyn has been a virtu- 
al Wkles ever-present through- 
out the 1990s, leading his 
country against South Africa, 
Italy and France among others, 
and until this summer, had fea- 
tured prominently in Bowring's 
plans. 

With the prospect of a Five 
Nations’ Championship cam- 
paign ahead - Llewellyn's ninth 
if selected - followed by Whies' 
South Africa summer tour, he 
has everything to play for this 
weekend “I am lot fitter than I 
was last season, my work-rate is 
much higher and I feel ready to 
face the All Blacks’ challenge," 
Llewellyn said. “New Zealand 
have so many great players, but 
it is their collective ability to play 
effective^ as a team that makes 
them such difficult opponents. 
They don’t rely on individuals - 
all 15 do their jobs.” 

NEW ZEALAND {vWBfes, Wamfctey, Stf- 
urday): C CuUfln (Central Vta-rai; J Wl- 
son (Otago), FBUnca fNortfi tefba uft W 
LBtte (North Harbour* J Lomu (Cartes); 
A Motown (Cartsrtxtfyi J 
twbtiy. cap!): C Dow o JAucWawfl, N He- 
arts tSouthtendl O Brown (Auckland), I 
Jana* (North Herbovt), S8rook» MuA- 
tandl TRandoB (Otago), Z Brooko (Auck- 


above questioning. It is as if 
Shakespeare rang up his. pub- 
lisher complaining of writer’s 
block. 

Yet Hendry has not looked 
the same man since losing the 
world title to Doherty last May. 
He went out on his first ap- 
pearance in the Regal Masters 
and the Grand Prix and even 
lost 5-0 in an invitation event in 
China to the man whose record 
motivates him more than any- 
thing, Steve Dam. 

From the outside you could 
be forgiven for thinking the ict- 
est temperament in the sport 
was thawing. At one tzzzte play- 
ers were beaten before they 
cued up a ball, battered mere- 
ly by his reputation. Now there 
is hope. Or should that be trep- * 
idation because players know 
Hendiy is going to find it soon 
and they do hot want to be in 
the firing line? 

The man himself appears 
wholly relaxed. He arrived at 
Preston’s Guild Hall dressed in 
an Eskimo-like coat that made 


him look younger than his 2$ 
years and quietly scotched sug- 


protesting too much but a sober 


Yes, he had been deqjerately dis- 
appointed not to the world title 
last spring; yes, he was pot play- 
ing as well as he can; but yes, the 
fiann is renaming and migh t jiutf 
arrive in time for him to win the 
UK Championship. 

; Tm cueing as well as I’ve 
ever done in practice,” he said. 
“People are used to seeing me 
knock hundreds in from. aB 
over free place and it’s not hap- 
pened ye*. It will though. I'm not 
a good loser at alL 

“People might say ‘Oh 
Hendry is not the same player*, 
but if I was gone there’s do way 
I could come back from 8-5 
down to beat Anthony Hamil- 
ton 9-8 here in Preston. I made 
two clearances at that point and 
yon just don’t do things like 
that 

“Just as, ordinarily, no one 


would even think to question bis 
commitment. Hendiy has a fix- 
ajticn with his place in the game. 
He wants to be the best on pa- 
per as well as in public opinion 
and failing to get the seventh 
world title which would have put 
him beyond Steve Davis and Ray 
Reardon rankles. It normally 
takes (wo days for him to get over 
a defeat, losing to Doherty at the 
Cru cable took two weeks. One 
reason he lost, he says, was be- 
cause he eased up a bit. 


whereby he is in the snooker 
dubby 10am aodoufy leaves at 
5pm with one hour’s break in 
between: Maybe it was because 
he readied eight finals and 
won five titles that he felt be 
could relax, maybe such a suc- 
cessful season left him tired, 
maybe he had got to a stage 
wherft'soooker suddenly is just 
balls ratherthan an obsession, 
but his standaFd&slippeti. 

“It was little things/’ 1 he 


Stevens in commanding form 


Matthew Stevens produced a 
sparkling display yesterday to 
virtually book his passage into 
the semi-finals of the UK 
Championship in Preston. 

Stevens secured, a 7-1 ad- 
vantage and barring disaster 
when die match resumes this af- 
ternoon will reach the last four 
of a ranking event for the sec- 
ond tournament r unning . 

On the receiving end of the 


showing was Martin DriewiaL 
towskL The Scot was already 6efi 
behind before winning his first 
frame and Stevens rubbed it in 
by dealing up with 66 to win the 
eighth frame on the black. 

Stevens, the world No 53, 
said: Tve put in a lot of hard, 
wenk this seasom now itfs paying 
off. Whenever Fm in among the 
balls I fed like scoring heavily.” 


conceded. “I wasn't starting 
until say 1030, having a longer 
break, and stopping at 4.45. It 
sounds tmial but it’s like some- 
one going to their job and not . 

- doing the hours. Clocking in 
.late, going home eariy. If you’re 
doing that tfapee or four tunes 
a week, fr create a slackness in 
your mind. Possibly it’s due to 
age, -possibly the motivation,, 
isn’t there. Maybe losing the 

' world .championship what I. 
needed... . . . * 

“You can probably put lam 
Doyle’s comments into the 
same category. Hendry’s nun* 
ager since be was a boy said he 

- trad, noticed a “dramatic? 
■1 change in his. cueing action ht- 

the last six months. “He’s lost 
that flowing action,” he ^aid. 
“That’s why he hasn’t done, so 
* well his season and also why he 
lost the world championship.” 

Hendiy smiled as Doyle’s 
theory was put to him. “Ian says 
these things to give me a kick 
up the backside/ 1 ' Kja -coun- 
tered, “but to be honest I don’t 


pay attention to it He will tty 
anything if be thinks itll moti- 
vate me. _ 

*1 haven’t played as well as 
I usually do and it’s just that, 
nothing to do with my cuemgao 
don. rm not a robot, people ex- 
. _ - *— from me 


'and anything less is not. ac- 
ceptable.. I’ve not been Knock- 
ing in break after break after 
break but I’ve no doubts about 
myself. It’ll come. 

' dedicated my life to 

the .sport. You have to. Two 
players: have done that, Steve 
Davo and myself, and we’ve 
. have won all the tournaments 
:for 20 yea^?, . Other players 
haven’t, ft’s as ample as that. 
You can have all the talent in 
the world but if you mess about, 

don’t put the work in. you won’t 

quite make the top. It’s ah 
about how much ambition 
you’ve got” 

And how much is left in the 
Hendiy fuel tank? “Lots," he 
said. Tm only 28, there’s a lot 
of -good snooker inside me. 1 
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Reading the game: Graham Thorpe relaxes before getting down to batting practice with the England squad for Sharjah in the nets at Old Traffbrd yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 

Hollioake preaches merits of honest approach 


Next week, England fly to 
Sharjah to play in a one-day 
tournament involving India, 
Pakistan and the West Indies. 
For the first time since 1993, 
they will be without their 
captain, Michael Atherton. 
Derek Pringle was at Old 
Traffbrd to listen to his 
replacement, Adam Hollioake, 
and the England coach, 

David Lloyd, reveal their plan 
of campaign. 


BASKETBALL 


While Michael Atherton spent yes- 
terday lunching with the Queen at 
Buc k i ngham Palace, Adam Hollioake. 
England’s one-day captain for the 
quadrangular tournament in Shaijah, 
was giving his first press conference as 
England captain. While it is unlikely 
that Atherton spent much time reas- 
suring the Queen that her team was 
in good bands, HoDioake-was insist- 
ing that his appointment should not la- 
bel him solely as a one-day player. 

“I’ve got more to offer than that,” 
said the Surrey captain, as he and 
David Lioyd finished off morning net 
practice by fielding questions from the 
media. After putting the assembled 
throng straight on this point, he set out 


his personal manifesto, declaring; “I 
don’t have priorities. I just want to win 
every game of cricket I play in.” 

Unlike Atherton, the man be is to 
replace for Sharjah, Hollioake is an 
open soul, and what you see is exact- 
ly what you get “He will be different 
to Michael,” David Lloyd said, with a 
crooked smirk on his face. “As a 
young captain he’s got a lot of re- 
sponsibility, especially as he bats and 
bowls as welL But while Athens opens 
the inning s and sets the tone of the 
game, Adam will be more unpre- 
dictable and work on his instincts.” 

Lloyd, who is off to Rawalpindi to- 
day to watch the second Tfcst between 
Pakistan and the West Indies, feels the 


tournament in Shariah has come at the 
right time. But although there has been 
talk of Sharjah being an early step on 
the road to 'the 1999 World Cup, 
there is consternation that, with almost 
two years of solid cricket coming up, 
England could be a spent force. 

“We’re conscious of that and it will 
be a demanding challenge for the lads,” 

Uoyd reckons. u We have an obvious goal 
with the Wbrid Cup, but Tfcst series arc 
an ongoing challenge. The main prob- 
lem is how to retain our best players in 
peak condition when the domestic sea- 
son starts. So far the counties have 
played ball but well keep looking at op- 
tions to keep players fresh.” 

At present everyone is well rested 


and, according to Hollioake, who 
spent a few weeks in Australia seeing 
his parents, preparation has been of 
the highest order. However, Hollioake 
is under no illusions but, while he says 
no-one has a right to have their name 
set down in concrete, he is relishing the 

challenge feeing him and his squad over 
Ihc next three weeks. 

“1 can’t wait I’ve told the guys what 
I expect from them and what they can 
expect from me. I have a policy of be- 
ing totally honest and open and I ex- 
pect the same from them. In any case 
we’ve got such an exdting squad it is 
not a question of thinking who do we 
play, but who do we leave out? FOr a 
captain, that’s a nice problem to have.” 


England’s far Pavilions 


wU {Southtencn, O Brawn (Auckland), I 
Jam* (North MerbovD, H Brocto MuA- 
tandt TRanduB (Otago), Z Bmfca (Audi- 

Stasssssssps 

A Blowara (AucHaraft C Haejirtnarin 
(Auddandl M Alton (MonawatuX 5 Ffe- 
patrtek (AudklandV 


Plymouth’s fiercely partisan 
basketball supporters are rel- 
ishing their rare chance to 
watch one of Europe’s leading 
nations when Spain confront 
England at The Pavilions on 
Saturday night. 

The European Champi- 
onship semi-final is the first to 
be staged in Plymouth since 
England, under their coach, Vic 
Ambler, beat Norway 108-46 at 
the Mayflower Centre in 1973. 

Ambler, a former lecturer at 
Exeter University , is still the 
only coach to have taken Eng- 
land to the European Champi- 
onship finals, when they 
reached the last 12 for the 
tournament staged in the then 
Czechoslovakia in 1981. 

The Pavilions, funded by 


Plymouth City Council, who are 
promoting Saturday’s game, is 
also home far the National 
League dub Plymouth Raiders. 

The Raiders drew a capaci- 
ty 1,500 spectators for their 
99-77 National Cup defeat by 
London lowers, which gave 
them a taste of the gulf that 
would have to be bridged for the 
Budweiscr League. 

Keith Mallard, the Raiders’ 
secretary, said: “We certainly 
have a good enough venue, 
but going up would involve a 
huge jump in administration 
and finance. 

“People ask if we’D be hap- 
py staying in the National 
League- w el4 when you're win- 
ning, you're happy” 

Richard Taytor 


DARTS 


Bristow accused of misconduct 


Eric Bristow feces an investi- 
gation into allegations that he 
caused havoc at a tournament 
jn Belgium - with even his 
manager admitting the five- 

times work! diampiou can be “a 
loose cannon”. 

Bristow, awarded an MBE 
.for his achievements in the 
sport, faces an investigation by 
darts’ governing body into re- 
ports that be was involved in a 
fight during the Primus Masters 
event last week. 

Dick Affix, the event direc- 
tor of the Professional Darts 
Council and also Bristow’s man- 
ager, confirmed that an incident 
had taken place at the tourna- 
ment in Brussels. “We have 
heard Eric’s version, we will lis- 
ten to what the other British 


players have to say and then see 
what the Belgian version is and 
if they make an official com- 
plaint,” Affix said. “We will 
judge the matter accordingly .” 

Affix said of Bristow, who is 
touring in Asia: “Eric is not a 
saint by any means but that's half 
his charm. If he was bland and 
uninteresting, darts would be 
much the poorer. He can be a 
bit of a loose cannon, yeti would 
never condone any trouble.” 

Eddy Knapen, the Primus 
Masters promoter, claimed 
Bristow was involved in a fight 
with another competitor on 
Saturday and then began 
“needling" the world No 9, 
Shayne Burgess, and a friend, 
who fell through a window the 
following evening. 


GOLF 


Nicklaus Jnr joins Tour 


Gary Nicklaus, son of Jack, 
was one of three United States 
players to make the European 
Ibur following the conclusion of 
the qualifying school at the 
Guadahmna course in southern 
Spain yesterday. He recently 
feiled to qualify from the Unit- 
ed States Ibur school. 

However, Scottish veteran 
Ross Drummond failed to chalk 
up a 21 si successive European 
lour invitation to join 19 other 
Great Britain and Ireland play- 
ers among the 43 competitors 
who booked their cards for next 
year. 

A 73-hole total of level par 
288 or better would have been 
enough after four rain-soaked 
rounds over seven days on the 
Costa del Soi, but the four-times 


Scottish professional champion 
could not make the three late 
birdies he needed to qualify and 
now faces an immediate future 
on the European Challenge 
Tour. 

Irish Walker Cup player 
Richard Coughlan, from Birr, 
also earned a card with a one- 
under-par 287, but his team- 
mates. David Park and Steven 
Young, failed with totals of 296 
and 301 respectively. 

Sweden, with six graduates, 
were the second most success- 
ful nation at the school. The 
Netherlands, along with the 
US and Australia, have three 
representatives gaining 

indudmgtheNol ranked play 

er, Chris Van der Velde 

Results, Digest, 3 , 



Hendry: ‘I would be very ■ 

disappointed if Pm not . 

world champion this year « 

TOnttothewotMNbUtao^. 
out the Nineties. Tve already 
overtaken Steve in terms of be- 
ing Nol the longest but to get 

to the year 2,000 would be fan- 

tastic” . , . 

Most of all, though, his am- 
bition is the seventh world title. • 

“rn only be satisfied with my ca- " 
reer if I get that- Pve never been 

one to say I expect this TU do 
that, I leave that to Naseem ; 
Hamed.” Quietly, he added: “I 
would be very, very disap- 
pointed if Tm not world cham- 
pion this year.” 

^G^JL EAGUE 

Broncos look 
to Higgins 
and Ryan 


The London Broncos have 
moved to plug their gaps for 
next season by signing the Axis- . 
tralian pair, Darren Higgins 
and Chris Ryan. 

The two played for the now 
defunct Perth Reds last season, 
Higgins is the bade row of the 
pack and Ryan as centre, goal- 
kicker and sometimes captain. 

Ryan is seen as a. replace- 
ment for Greg Barwick, one of 
II first-ream squad players who 
will not be with London next 
year. ... 

He and Higgins join- the 
New Zealand Tfesi prop, Grant 
Young, who was signed earlier . 
this week. The club’s chair- 
man, Richard Branson, has set 
aside £l-5m to contract new 
players, with an experienced 
scrum -half the likely priority, 
following the loss of Shaun Ed- 
wards to Bradford and Josh 
White to Salford. 

St Helens, who have de- 
ferred consideration of Antho- 
ny Sullivan’s transfer request 
until they can meet him, have 
been talking to the former 
Wigan and Leeds centre, Kevin 
fro, who will be without a club 
if the Hunter Mariners fold, as 
expected, when the two com- 
petitions in Australia merge - a 
long-awaited event that is an- 
ticipated over the next few days. 

Warrington have signed the 
New Zealand Test forward, 
Bren don TUuta, as a free agent 
from Warrington. 

The Rugfry Football League 
is to clamp down on trainers, 
physiotherapy tss and water-car- 
riers bringing instructions on to 
the field. Following a meeting 
with Super League coaches, the 
controller of referees, Geoff 
Beny, has warned that dubs will 
be punished if they continue to 
abuse the system of giving on- 
field treatment 

The ball is very much in 
their court. If they [the dubsj 
abuse the system we will come 
down heavily on them,” Geoff 
Rcny, the RFL referees co- 
ordinator, said. “The damp- 
down will initially last for four 
weeks but if we see train ere 
standing behind the defensive - 
line organising play, dubs can 
expect strong action.” 

The Bradford Bolls have 

won the top award from the gov- 
ernment’s Sportsman* scheme 
for encouraging grass-roots 
sport The Bulls’ successful pro- 
gramme of school holiday ac- 
tivities was judged the best 
among the 70 sports into which 


-Dove Hadfidd 
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The mathematics have 
got down to the primary 
school, stage. If 
Manchester- United beat 
Kosice at Old Trafford 
tonight they will be 
through to the quarter- 
finals of the European 
Cup. If they lose, they 
will suffer all kinds 
of agonies before they 
meet Juventus in a 
fortnights time. 

Guy Hodgson reports. 


In theory their task is as simple 
as the sums. Manchester Unit- 
ed defeated tonight's oppo- 
nents 3-0 in Kosice and the 
Slovakian champions, the first 
dub from their country to make 
the Champions’ League, have 
not got a point since. They 
come as potential cannon fod- 
der, but then so did Fenerbahce 
last season and they ended an 
unbeaten home record in Eu- 
rope lasting 40 years. 

That night United were 
lured into a sluggish tempo by 
the TUrks and were caught on 
the break. Great chibs have 


^Atkinson keen to 
bring Croatian 
pair to Sheffield 


Sheffield Wednesday's new 
manager, Ron Atkinson, is cha- 
sing the Croatian internation- 
al striker Igor Cvitanovic and 
the midfielder Silvio Marie. 

Atkinson flew to Zagreb to 
watch Cvitanovic and Marie in 
Uefa Cup action for Croatia Za- 
greb against Alletico Madrid on 
Tbesday, after being impressed 
by them against Newcastle ear- 

# r this season. . 

Cvitanovic scored in both the 
nome and away legs a gains t 
the Magpies. He should be 
available at about £2m Mien his 
club is knocked out of Europe. 
However, Marie is only on the 
fringe of the Croatian side which 
might cast doubts about whether 
he could gain a work permit. 

Roy Hodgson's bid to bring 
the Swedish striker Pascal Simp- 
son to Blackburn Rovers has 
been delayed by an injury. The 
AIK Stockholm target man is 
due at Ewood Park for talks this 
week about a £1.5m move, but 
he will not be fit to play for 
about a month after surgery on 
an ankle problem. 

j The Leeds United manager, 
worge Graham, will watch the 
Rosenborg Ttondheim striker 
Sigurd Rushfeldt in his club's 
Champions’ League game at 
home to Real Madrid ta The 24- 
year-old had a spell with Binn- , 
ingham City two seasons ago. 

The Birmingh a m manager, 
Hevor Francis, has set up a 
move for the Swedish striker 
Thomas Andersen, who is a free 
agent at the end of his contract 
with Vhsteras, where he scored 
14 goals last season. Andersen 
was due to play for Birming- 
ham’s reserves last night. 

. Frauds has been given 18 
months to turn the First Division 
dub into promotion challengers. 


Bergkamp on Fifa shortlist 


Arsenal’s Dennis Bergkamp is 
one of five leading candidates 
jjir Fife’s Player of the Year 
wvard, to be announced at the 
World Player Gala at Disney- 
land Paris on 12 January. 

The Brazil and Internati- 
onale forward Ronaldo, who. 
won the award last year while 
with Barcelona, is also among 
the front-runners, along with his 
fellow Brazilian Roberto Car- 
los, Spam’s Raul (both Real 
Madrid) and the Frenchman Zi- 
nedine Zidane (Juventus). 


The Dutch striker Berg- 
kamp has been in sensational 
form for the Gunners this sea- 
son, hating already netted 12 
goals, helping him to win the 
Carling Player of the Month 
awards for August and Sep- 
tember. 

The top three finishers will 
share the stage with the first 
players to be inducted into 
Fife’s International Football 
Hall of Champions - Bobby 
Charlton, Franz Beckenbauer, 
Michel Platini and Pele. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Monty’s shot 
wins award 

For the second year running 
the Scotsman Colin Mont- 
gomerie has won golf’s Euro- 
pean Tour, Canon Shot of the 
Year award. 

The shot. was the three- 
wood Montgomerie played off 
^e final tee of the final game 
in this year’s Ryder Cup at 
Valdenama. ■ 

To beat the Americans,. 
Montgomerie had to halve with 
Scott Hocfa. They were all 
square with one to play and 
while Hoch drove into trouble, 
Europe’s No 1 found the mid- 
dle of the feirway. 

R o m frieze he was able to hit 
a nine-iron bn to the green 
moments later he gave captain 
Seve Ballesteros the victory he 
so badly wanted. 

“It’s the best tee shot I’ve 
ever struck in iny life," Mont- 
gomerie said. “I always use a 
three- wood at the hole. The 
idea is to hit ic high over the 


that and also got the length I 
was looking for. The ball trav- 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 

Tuesday 

UEFA CUP Third round lire t baOiU 
Bucharest 2 Aston trite 1; AJ« 4 vCBodhun 
f- r vntia 7ng eh 1 AHBdco Madrid I: Rag- 
ti VtamOl3o2: KtotaniwOSpartak Mos- 
cow □: Strasbourg 2 Wn maagnate D; 
TVwrte Enachoda 0 Auxarrs 1 ; Spcrtng wb- 
ga 0 Seriate 04 a 

PA CHALLENGE CUP Ffrsfrrowd re- 


come and been conquered at 
Old Trafford; Fenerbahce were 
nowhere near as good, yet had 
stolen a monument of United 
pride. No match summed up the 
English champions* European 
gaucheness better. 

Twelve months on and the 
picture has changed. Alex Fer- 
guson. the United manager, 
spoke yesterday of English foot- 
ball’s growing reputation at 
both international and dub lev- 
el. “Continental coaches have 
always feared our spirit and 
work-rate, now they respect 
our tactical nous and skill, too.” 


With the onfy 100 per cent 
record in the Champions’ 
League, United have evciy right 
to that respect. 

United's main problem 
tonight could be a lack of it for 
their opponents turning into 
complacency, although Ferguson 
dismissed the suggestion. “I 
don't expect that to be a prob- 
lem at ah," be said. “The play- 
ers have been very focused in all 
the Champions' League games 
and I think they will be against 
Kosice. They know if they win 
they’re through to the next stage 
and that will be the incentive. 


“Fenerbahce was a good 
lesson for the players because 
we won’t even attempt to play 
at that tempo. Well have to 
work out their tactics and keep 
possession on occasions but 
the really important thing is 
well pl3y at our own quick pace. 
We’ll be our usual selves.” 

There is also the improve- 
ment in Kosice to deter as- 
sumptions. Their last match, 
against Juventus, was lost only 
3-2 and, as Ferguson suggested, 
the ability to score twice in Tbrin 
should not be disparaged by 
anybody. In Kosice, they caused 


United problems for the open- 
ing half hour while JozefKozlej 
suggested be wiD trouble good 
defenders. 

Denis Irwin, who altered 
the tone of that match with the 
only goal, is still suffering from 
the knee ligament problem in- 
flicted on him by FeyenoorcTs 
Paul Bosvelt, although yester- 
day’s progress report suggested 
he will be fit by Christmas. He 
and Roy Keane are United’s 
only casualties, but Ferguson 
was in character in refusing to 
reveal his team. 

“What do you think it is, 


Christmas?” he asked before let- 
ting out two saippets. Ronny 
Johnsen will definitely play - 
probably be at centre-back — 
white Ole Gtmnar Solskjaer will 
start as substitute and, if ail goes 
to ptwn, wiQ play the second half 
“Ws wffl have to be aware of 
the counter-attack,” Ferguson 
said. “Against Fenerbahce we 
hammered at them all night and 
then lost our discipline with the 
goaL If we show the same dis- 
cipline we showed against 
Feyenoord, particularly in the 
second half we should be all 
right-" 


City's board of directors yes- 
terday issued a statement sup- 
porting him in a move to dismiss 
speculation that they are on the 
verge of sacking the former 
England striker . 

Birmingham have taken only 
22 points from 19 League 
matches this season, winning 
just five games, but their chair- 
man, David Gold, said: “It is 
only fair to give the manager 
time to do the job he was 
brought in to do. Of course we 
are concerned with recent re- 
sults, but we believe that the 
team is playing well and that it 
is only a matter of time before 
the wins come.” 

The Chelsea defender Frank 
Sinclair has opted to fight for a 
place in Jamaica's World Cup 
side rather than aim for a 
chance with England. The 
Wimbledon forward Robbie 
Earle, the Derby striker Deon 
Burton and the Portsmouth 
players Paul Hall and Fitzroy 
Simpson are already part of the 
Jamaican set-up. 

The 25-year-old Sinclair 
said: *Tve made up my mind I 
want to play for Jamaica. Rob- 
bie has convinced me that the 
set-up with Jamaica is excellent 
and now I have to convince the 
coach I am worth a place when 
he comesto England.” 

The Sheteeia-United mid- 
fielder Dane ; WhitehouSe could 
be out of action for a year af- 
ter suffering a serious knee in- 
jury. The 27-year-old, who has 
spent his entire career with the 
Blades, whom he joined in 
1988, feces smgeiy to repair an- 
terior cruciate and lateral liga- 
ment damage sustained during 
Saturday's goalless draw with 
Port Vhle. 

-Alan Nixon 





Shirt shrift Aston Vflla’s Stan CoUymore walks bare-chested off the pitch following Tuesday’s defeat by Steaua Bucharest 


Photograph: AH sport 


Yorke puts case for value of Romanian strike 


The Aston Villa striker Dwight 
Yorke, who is seldom seen 
without a smile, is aiming to 
wipe the grins off the faces of 
Steaua Bucharest players by 
shooting his tide into the quar- 
ter-finals of the Uefa Cup. 

Yorke threw VHJa a lifeline 
when their third round, first leg 
tie in Romania looked to be 
drifting out of their grasp with 
a priceless second-half goal in 
Tliesday*s 2-1 defeat. 

Now the Trinidad and Tb- 
bago international is backing 
Brian Little's side to complete 
the job at Villa Park in two 
weeks' time knowing a 1-0 win 
will prove sufficient - as in the 


previous ties against Bordeaux 
and Athletic Bilbao. 

“Their players seemed so 
cheerful aoi smiling throughout 
the game," Yorke said. “Perhaps 
it was something to do with the 
fact they went 2-0 upl 

“But I don’t know whether 
they realised just what that 
goal I scored means. Perhaps 
they will when they get to Vil- 
la Park. It was certainly vital to 
us. 

“When we sat down in the 
dressing-room at half-time 
everyone was aware that we des- 
perately needed to get a goal to 
give us even half a chance for 
the return leg. 


“But the mood wasn’t down- 
beat. V/c knew we hadn't played 
that badly, weren’t far off get- 
ting it right, and just needed to 
tighten up - which is what we 
did in the second half. 

“We managed to claw our 
way back to basically the posi- 
tion from which we had start- 
ed the game, in the sense that 
losing 2-1 is the same as draw- 
ing 0-0 in terms of us needing 
a 1-0 win to go through. 

“Now we are looking to fin- 
ish them off - and we have to 
make sure that we go out and 
do a good professional job at 
Villa Park.” 

If Little returns to his tried 


and tested 5-3-2 system, then 
Stan CoDymore will struggle to 
make it in the tide. The £7m 
striker again foiled to deliver the 
goods in Bucharest, and it was 
he who conceded possession 
needlessly in the build-up to 
Steaua’s first goaL 

The Steaua coach, Mihai 
Stoichita, insisted his side would 
find it easier to score at ViOa 
Park, but was still annoyed they 
had conceded a goaL 

“I was looking for us not to 
concede a goal at home and we 
failed in that task, but we have 
the advantage and I am con- 
vinced we wfll find it easier to 
play at Villa Park than in 


Bucharest,” he said. “I saw Vil- 
la play against Everton and 
they do leave a lot of space at 
home, which you can exploit if 
you are clever enough, and we 
have very good forwards. • 

“Their central defenders are 
all very tall but not very quick 
players, and we have players 
with pace who in one-to-one sit- 
uations will be difficult to stop.” 

Stoichita added: “I am sure 
they will be aware that in every 
game we have scored away 
from home. Wfe've managed two 
in each of the first two rounds 
in Europe and I am confident 
we can go through to the quar- 
ter-finals.” 


LwtfiHMI i;Berrw»2Mart»5;aytfiSpar- 
tenl3 Bteop Auckland 2; Radeiffc Boroujh 
OAncsmO. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premtar Dfctafon: 
HolBSOvren Town 4 Saisbury t Wdtand Di- 
vision Beaton Town 1 SJwpsriad Ognwra 

a Southern Division; Oevedon 4 CWar- 
tord l 

JEWSONEASTBW LEAGUE Pramtar DF 
vttkxi: Great Yfermoutti 3 WSBton 3; Low- 
estoft o Sudowy Wtanderere 1 ; Nowmariot 
1 SwwnwtaSZ 8udbuiy Tbrei 3 Bodeston 
1; Wsrtwys2 Dtes2. 

NOfTOI WEST CO UNTIES lEA GUEFfc st 
DMsion: Atherton Coteries 2 Salford 3; 
Charidenon 3 ItenhrichP; Gtaaop North 
End 3 Maine Road 10: Haaflnojten 3 


_ . ftteyten 

Srtant OHehdon 'l ; Mansfield 0 OWam 1 ; 
Northampton 2 E*atw t 

GM VAIUMAU. «WFBBa«»n|*hden 

4 jfeeO; TMord 1 Nortrefcti 2. 
FA CAHLSBERG VASE Sieond rwm* 

Rpceater 0; Fotertone 

Ortaaton t; Burnham QAatey 2; Bamer- 

ten ttjalh Harieqrans 1 Lymngtan 2 (t*$. 

Motaeey l; Greys 2 Barton 2; BDmtod2 
SahMl Guartton hreurance Ct y.Tw*- 
ng & Mteham D Camberie y a M Men* 
bare Cup second round: Oxford City 3 

second round: Bansteed 2 Mario** 4. 
- 5 Braintree 4; Breeknsl T^Epsom 


passendato 1 : Hoftar Old Boys 0 CWwoe 
1 Present CaUae a 

NORTHERN COU OTIES EAS T IEAGUE 
Premier DMalorcUvereedBel North Far- 
rfayS; ThacMpjr 1 Brigs l 
SCREWHX DJRECTLEAGUE Premier 
DMUon; Cafoe 3 Badcwei 4. 

UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAOUEHrat 
DM**: Horsham YMCA 2 3; 

Pagham 1 WTeshawft 1; Shorehem2 Utda- 

ARNOTT INSURANCE. NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First ptvfeforr Ssxidcr_ 2 Mtrprt h 
A i tw Cur AaNnflfon i Durham 0; 

B utte Qten'ftniH»a' ,Co reBtt2: P »wiuuftd- 

Eaan t ito n 


bunbek 2: Metiopolttn ffolce 1 Wfoteor 
& Eton 4: Northwood 4Wnmrhoe 0: TBxxy 
1 WtoUutnnw Z 


imjbOND LfASUE Premier Dtvteton: Ac- 
xSS»i£»Bitey T Hyde V Owteyzwns- 
hHlMn AstDMsioTK Matlock 4 Witton 



mBSSiSSSSSm 

VffmtoaCL 

Uansanttfraid U 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier » 
vision; Aids l Crusaders i; Gjertoren 1 
one* 0; LfofleW o POrtBdown tt 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Fhst 

E SSw-ew-as 

2 Chebeal 

POTTOS IEAGUE FMOMNon Cwen- 
try 2 OdhsJTi t 

THE THIS FA YOUTH CUP Second 
round: ShaHfeM UU3 ,^W«wb 
W tvwfchCityO^aWPslNMO; Bradfoid 

Qty 2 Scarbcrtuflh l 


Basketball 

NBA: Charlotte 90 Detroit BS, MemiVS LA 
Lakers 86. San Antonio 102 Dates 91 Seat- 
tle 91 Chicago 30, New Jersey W Golden 
State 87, Sacramento 97 Denver 93 

Boxing 

"Sugar" Shane Mosley knocted out 
Manuel Gomez In the tlth round to 
stay unde f eated and retain the In- 
ternational Boxing Federation Sght- 
weight championship in El Paso, 

Ttexas. Mosley, of Pomona, Calfomfa 
floored the Madcan in the 11 th round. 

Cricket 

Navjot Sktu continued his fine form 
as Indh laid the basis for a tenge score 
on a raJn-effected opening day of the 
second Ibst against Sri Lanka in 
Nagpur. Rain and bad Ight and the 
breakdown of key drying equipment 
allowed tot 41 ovars cutng the dau 
h which rata elected to bat and made 
133 fcr t But SIdhu and Rahul Dravid 
put together an uibeaten stand of tl8 
tor the second wicket after lha open- 
er Sayan Mongia had perished early 
on. SKtw, who made 1st In the ckawn 
first Ibstat Mchal last week, hit an un- 
beaten 64, hcUfrg 10 bondarias and 
a six over long-on off Muttiah Mu- 
r a it hai aa whie Drawfd was on 47 at 
thBCtosa 

SECOND TEST (Nagpur* flisfdhy: Mb 
non toes 

INDIA— Hret innings 
N R Monde c UwbWoti 

bPurtprturnan 11 

N S Skfu not out— ... 64 

RSDretfdnoLout 47 

Extras (nbft *2} fl 

TWsJ (tor one, 41 o*ere) 133 

FM cb w if l f t T * l-tS 

To b*L *S R TsndkAat S C Gan^iK M 
Azheruddn, A Kianbte, j Srineth, R K 
Chmiian, A iforuvla, N M Kidtani 
Bowtfog:Vta5Ti-2-21-0;PiahtJaiajmaia8- 

034-1; Jayirihe SSwa 8-2-29-0; MuraNhe- 

renSUS7-o;rtauiga14Wl;J%aswiyB 70 73. J Rask jSwe) 7288 


P W V3a& M MursBthanm. K R Pustnata*- 
mwa. JKSta. 

Umpires: C Mtehtey (5A) and V K Rsme- 
sunirTTy {hidV 

Football 

Bradford Cityb Norwegian strtcar, Oie 
EfomSundgoL haa'retumedtD his far- 
mer cUb, Moicte, cxi a free transfer 
Waisafl have agreed to put their 
French imports Roger BoS and Jean- 
Marc Paroncri the vansfer fetal their 
own request. Bof and Penan, botfi32, 
handed in written recuests for a 
move from the Second OMskm dub 
today beca use t hey want to piay at a 
higher standard. 

Benflcafo new coach Ckaems Somese 
has asked the 55-year-oid Eusebfa foe 
star of the Bento and Portugal at- 
tacks ki the 1960s, to take charge of 
coaching the dutfestrkare. 

Manb Dutch h sa ma B o n n ] defender 
Winston Bogarde has signed for 
Barcelona far about £33m, reunfling 
him with his farmer coach at Aiax, 
Loiis van GeaL He dd not pky a fid 
match for hOaa who signed him on 
a "Bosnian* tea transfer tom Ajax last 
summer 


Golf 

PGA EUROPEAN TOUR QUALIFYING 
SCHOOL (San Roqire and Gnmtahafem, 
OS or SI untaM Mated); 280 C Un (far 
Vricfa (Nath) 72 88 71 sa F Henge ffivre) 
68 75 BE 71 R-J Daricssn (Netti) 76 6S 87 
71, P GatdtogTI 68 7TJ 71 2B2 M Cempbol 
NZ) 69 72 67 71 283 D Thomson 71 TOW 
6a o aasson (Swo) 73 6873 6& Q OwBr 
70 7B 877CL A &tz (Auk) 72 87 TO W. 284 


S Banrwt 75 68 70 71 J Sfogn »XJ) 87 W 
71. 72, A Sandyvrel 70 TO 71 73L 2B5 J 
HaMtaworth 73 72 TO TO A Ctapp 73 71 71 
TO M Latabsr (Neth) 73 63W TO F Homfcy 
71 72 71 7t H Nysfrnm (Swb) 71 7368 73, 
J Rsmasy (F4 72 72 68 TO A Bwl 69 71 TO 
75 286 a Akar (N3 7B ffl 72 89. G Md(- 
IBUS (US169 73 TO » M Moina (Aid B9 77 

69 71 M bsvfa ra TO 75 72, D 71 72 

70 TO J Rask (Swt) 728871. 75, F Lirhart 


W71 72TOJftdortDn7568WTORCouBh* 


3 usfpalo> tanTI 7371 72, R tea W 71 68W,GFurey 
72 68 72 TO D Cofa (Aus) 87 72 73 75 288 
rKRsma- F Cea pp) 70 78 TO TO B CoSns (US) 72 
75 71 TO O Ednond (Frt 76 7f TO 71. 1 Gfa- 
*r (Sp) 73 73 69 73, A InU 71 71 73 73, M 
Goeoh (Aus) 70 72 72 W, M Ofamfar (Svm) 
rlrar. Oie 71 71 70 TO 77» 43 pfayers" cards were 
ID ttsftx- “ war * tf 88 WfowK 1 van dor Vefcte, 2 
Hra3Dariwr^Gofoh8,5CanpbaI. 
eThomsoa7Bhasoa80vren 1 9StoH10 

Kit their Beman. 11 SinA, 12 SandyweT, 13 
Td Jean- Hwrksworth, 14 Cfapp, IS Lafsbec 16 
JtatthBir Nowfay. 17 Nyatrom, IB Ramoay, is Beal, 
both 32. 20 AjkH; 21ffatfaUA22Motea,28DBVfa 
tefor a »ffaBfoAMRasfo2»LWwt,Z7l^stioriv 
28 Booth 29 GIa 30 Kutcheon, 31 Cfarfc, 
32Beteto33Coirften,34L«i35Rrej t 
pfayata 3BCofa370Ba.M&imond.39CofclA« 
Gfoer, 41 W4«2 Goggin. 43 Ctencfar. 

Sx Hockey 

tugal at- 7710 England captain Mandy Davies 
targe of has been surprising^ orrtlted from tiw 
18-strong sgisd far the tour to Aus- 
wavtar trafia in January. The Bigbnd man- 
ned for WL Mtogte Souyaw* has recalad 
-suriting LudtawSrt. Joeme Motley Pudey 
^ WSer and Fiona Greenham, and has 
fay a fid given Keny Moore her first chance to 
i ram on " 3rtne a* nfomaflonal senior level 
Ajax fast However; Davies fa stl included fa the 
24-strong squad which w» takB part 
in the World Cup in Utrecht and the 
Commonwealth Gaines in Kuala 
Usnpur. The seven-match AustraSan 
tour begns on 18 January and iri- 
; Vfan (far dudes thee malches ageist foe Aus- 
ge@M) traXan youth team, two redone) 
TO 68 87 matches and two Tbst matches 
agakist Australia. 

LG Owen BiGLAKD WOMEN'S SQUAD (four Of 
in « 284 Australia, 16 Jsnuaiy to 1 February): K 
rraVw Bowdan, P Mon J Mould and C Vbn 
-3.^285 J MoestHl K Broom. J Smith and L 
,73 7171 Copeland (Sfag^H Cfa w to w and JErep- 
F Henley son (Cartertxsy), C IMd and T C&Hm 
7368 73, (Wgh i onTO F Gre e nham , K Moore and L 
1697170 WHqM (OtonJ, J Bbnaon (Lradfooiou^yi 
l G Mdc- Saafan&1_H Rose (Unfa of Staasadu- 
8977 sottATMBsrfCIhQnJand JStxamfai^u- 
^3 71 72 tonCcidfW&lTnfoAMfopsfirpfeewaaie 
P Lirhart Muded fomo World CupTmUng Squad: 
(Swb) 73 S Btanks Odceafart M Darias (SutfanCdd- 
3fc (US) feta D MsstanGntti (Ctton), L Nam- 
H CCtex comba p-foirorwi) M Nfchots (Stomh) and 
R Cough- K Roberta (Chstmsford). 


Ice hockey 

Dorrdrfc Malta, the Manchester Storm 
Slrfterb^c^ctedfrom^^ttte 


Pele tops our 
poll for the 
Hall of Fame 


ham Rattieis at the N^oc Arena fcw- 
tate wbb thrown out shortly after 
sccrtig Ns tidefa second goal for me 
of the worst offences in the sport - 
kicking an opponent 
SUPERtEAQUb Mmcheaier Storm 3 Not 
Bngham Panthora 5 

Pools news 

UmEWOOOS DIVIDENDS 
pfajmd IS and 19 Novanfcar): Hebia 
ohaream 24ptt £3^539a 23 £6405. 22 
QiXX 21 eisa tWMhM result: 22pts 
TteASS, Matches plsyed Sabadm Nown- 
bar 22 Uatiia ctianca: 24pts £250735 *3 
EWO ,22SUC( 21 E175, H*«nm renB: 23 
' ~ Fore draws: £1155: Ntna 

£04036; Five away* £3460 
VERNONS DrVTDEHDS: TVaUs Chancm 


2EITER8DrviDgps (lorn meh s s pfayad 
- 22 NoramlMrt: Trebta chaoae 
DOL 23 22 SQSl Fourmsays 
E32U BgM homoa G668Q Pour ifewws £ltt 
AH Drewa treMa chmica: 24pts £4230 l 23 
£ 12& FM r Rre: EStStt 7^ 

BRITTENS DfVIDENOS: Tretfa chance (three 
dvUands only}: 24pts £75£XJ. 23 £A5Q 22 
£050 Four drew E78& Hire aways E2B7S. 
Eight homes £1490 

Real tennis 

BRTTT SH LA ND BFffTT SH OPE N (Qu— rTa 

CT1 bl fthay (Au8 ) S^OMO^iu 
fln* J Sn ow {588 and J Mato (GB) b M 
Qoocfira (GB) and R Fahey (Aus) S4 6G 
Mi 

Rugby Union 

rack Best, foe former England coach, 
has reached a private settlement 
with HarteqifrB over his claim far un- 
fair cfarriBsaL Best has been out of 
woric shce hb cotfaroMretai departure' 
by Qiins to May. hSs case was due Id 
be heard at an Industrie btounai in 
Croydon yesterday but the hearing 
was canceled fcfcwtog noCScMlanlhat 


Ncfoody ever doubted wbo 
would be the first player 
through the door of the In- 
ternational Football Hall 
of Fame. Pele won the 
World Cup with Brazil in 
1958, 1962 and 1970, was 
awarded 92 caps and 
scored 77 international 
goals. He hit 1,283 goals 
at the top level, 12 of them 
in World Cup finals alone. 

More than 500,000 peo- 
ple voted in our campaign 
to bdp set up football's first 
ever International Hall of 
fame and Pele is the man 
wbo finished top of the 
poll as the greatest foot- 
baller of all time. 

Second position went to 
George Best, who thrilled 
fans during the 1960s with 
Matt Busby’s European 
Cup-winning Manchester 
United team. 

Third place went to 
Best's Old Trafford team- 
mate, Bobby Charlton, 
World Cup winner in 1966 
and one of the game’s en- 
during statesmen. He was 
never booked and his 49 
England goals remains the 
modern benchmark. 

Fourth was the Dutch 
master, Johan Cruyff. Tb 
this day, schoolchildren 
are taught the “Cruyff 
Hun” in honour of a huge- 
ly talented player who 
went on to coach at the 
highest level. 

In fifth place is Bobby 
Moore, England’s 1966 
World Cup captain, who 
died at the age of 51 in 
1993. Moore's accom- 
plished style marked him 
out as a central defender 
years ahead of his time. 

The five men nominat- 
ed by our 500,000 votes 
make a fine foundation for 
the International Football 
Hall of Fame, which will be 
built in Manchester. 

Best said: “I am ab- 
solutely thrilled to have 
been chosen by the public 
for a place in the Interna- 
tional Football Hall of 
Fame. Considering the 
company I'm keeping in 
the top five - and that I 
never actually played in a 
World Cup - it’s a bit of a 
compliment.” 

A further 20 entrants 
for the Hall of Fame will 
be selected by a panel of 
international journalists. 
They will be announced at 
a press conference today. 

HOW YOU VOTED 

Hall of Fun* 

1 Pele 

2 George Best 

3 Bobby Chariton 

4 Johan Cruyff 

5 Bobby Moore 
Future Hall of Fame 

1 Dfego Maradone 

2 AJan Shearer 

3 Ronaldo 
4GeorgeUfeah 
5 David Beckham 


a settlement was mrinent. Best, re- 
placed by Jack Rowefl after winning 
13 of his 17 matches as England^ 
coach, said yesterday: "Jamnotal- 
lowed to comment on the settlement 
but 1 can confirm I am stl out of work 
and looking for work.* 

Chester WISams, one of SoLdhAfricafe 
1956 Wforid Ctp sqjad, has jotoed the 
ttalan Second Dmsion team, Casate, 
for three months. WtHams, 27, make 
his debut against Parmaon on Sunday 
The left-winger has been pteguad by 
knee injuries stoce he helped South 
Africa to victory to Jhe Wbrld Cup. 

Shooting 

Malaysia, the hosts, won two gold 
medab yesterday to move to the top 
of the stentings on ths sixth day of the 
Commonwealth Federation Champ- 
tonsHpt The Malaysians had five gods 
among a total at seven medals. Em- 
land and toda each had four golds, but 
Errfand have an overal lead n medab 
wHh re white India have five. 

Snooker 

LratPOOL VICTORIA UK CHAMPtONSHP 
{P nralcn): F otrti round; R OSufcian (Engl b! 

Squash 

QAnR MTERNAnONAL CHAMPIONSMP 
(Dote) QuarfeMbrefa: Jangher Khan bt Q 
fCtei) -B-14 *-11 S-T1 ; J ftwv 

«a (Egy) 15-11 C-7 15-10; P 

Bonatt (Frt S-3 15-« 8-6 6-6: 
_ la C Wafer (Eng) 9-6 6-7 
17-1* 6-12 SenJ-Bnafc Pm bt JantarKhan 

5- M 6-6 6-23 Ned U Eytea 17-6 6-7 

6- 6i 

Tennis 

Ancle Agassi ruedad only 48 irirertes 
to defeat his American compatriot 
Robert Abendroth 6-2, 6-1 yesterday to 
the opening round of the HBBlthSoufh- 
US1A Mens Chaflanger in Burberk. 

VBTS CHALLENGER (Bubaik, CNft 3to- 
0M, ®ret round: J Sateanstetn (US) bt M 
pacfiay _(PB) &2 6% A Agasa (US lx R Ahm- 
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England recall Bentley to renew Small hostilities 

O — f it ic a dear the momCHL heU be 3S pump 


it can hardly be 
described as part of 
Clive Woodward’s youth 
policy, but John BentJey*s 
return to the England 
side this weekend adds 
an indefinable something 
to the occasion. 

Chris Hewett assesses 
the likely impact of some 
true Yorkshire grit. 


John Bentley, James Small. 
James Small, John Bentley. 
Ever since the two fiery three- 
quarters first went eyeball to eye- 
ball in Cape Tbwn six months 
ago, they have been bracketed 
together like Burke and Hare: 
the salt of the earth Englishman 
and the South African wide 
faoy, each as brash and boister- 
ous as the other. They will meet 
again at Twickenham on Satur- 
day and even though they have 


been picked on opposite wings, 
the odds are.on an early renewal 
of hostilities. 

Both men professed a pro- 
found lack of interest yesterday 
in harping on about their pre- 
vious collision at Newlands, 
when Small accused Bentley of 
eye-gouging and Bentley ac- 
cused Small of rack bad sports- 
manship in refusing to shake his 
hand at the end of an explosive 
third match in what became a 
triumphant tour for the Lions. 
Their reasoning was sound 
enough; after all. Bentley will 
have to handle the prolific 
Pieter Rosso uw while Small 
must content hims elf with the 
sharper, snappier threat posed 
by the dimin utive David Rees. 

Yet the two arch antagonists 
possess that unique something 

- call it star quality if you like 

- that consistently places them 
on centre stage, directly under 
the brightest spotlight in the 
house. They do not like each 


other much, if at all, and 75,000 
Twickenham spectators wit be 
hoping against hope that they 
“get it on” again on Saturday. 

Bentley, now 31 but yet to 
play for his country at TWickere, 
wins his fourth cap on merit. 

Rees, a left wing by instinct and 

breeding even though he plays 
all his dub rugby for Sale on the 
right, shifts across field to make 
way for him, with the unfortu- 
nate Adedayo Adebayo missing 
out altogether. Clive Wood- 
ward, the England coach, be- 
lieves Bentley’s competitive 
spirit, his bottomless reservoir 
of attitude with a capital A, will 
harden the collects e mindset 
against a world chf mpion out- 
fit rejuvenated by i convincing 
brace of 1251 victo= ies in France. 

“It hasn’t really sunk in," said 
Bentley yestereby, 24 hours af- 
ter giving his cot isidcrable aQ for 
the English Ri "by Partnership 
XV against the AD Blacks in 
Bristol on Tuesday night. “I re- 


FNCiIAND TEAM v SOU IHAFMgA 


orNGreen- 


M Dawson efewcock (Saracens), 

rssssssws i 

C Sheasby (Wasps)-^^ to ^ pfeygd at Twickenham on Saturday 


open-side flanker, it is a dear 
flynce of vu. Both have spent 
time at the head of the pecking 
order, only to find themselves re- 
jected inthe flicker of an eyelid. 

For Danny Grewcock, the 
athletic lock forward from Sara- 
cens who replaces the banned 
Martin Johnson, it is a whole new 


ally enjoyed that game against 
New Zealand, which went far 
better for me than the previous 
match for Emerging England in 
Huddersfield. But it was not un- 
til 730 yesterday morning that 

I was told to pack my boots and 

get mysetf up to London. If you d 
asked me before Tuesday's 
match, or even immediately af- 
ter it, if I thought I was in with 
a chance of a Tfest place against 

the Springboks, rd have said no.” 

Small was equally upbeat 
“This is the best South African 
side Pve been involved with,” he 


asserted. “The coach has an 

open-door policy and the senior 

playeis are treated as adults. I still 
enjoy the bad boy image -after 
alt it’s good for business - and 
the fires still bum in me, but Fro 
calmed down a little now.” 

If this weekend’s desperate- 
ly difficult match represents the 
“final piece in the jigaw” for 
Bentley, it represents wholly 
different things for the other 
newcomers. For Matthew Daw- 
son, who replaces the injured 
Kyran Bracken at scrum-half, 
and Neil Back, in on form at 


i omy iiiiw m mm w mmmj p 

genlina during the summer wQl 

always have a place on his man- 
telpiece, but he knows it was 
earned in the absence of John- 
son, Simon Shaw and airy num- 
ber of injured competitors. This 
latest achievement is of another 
dimension - an opportunity to 

lock boms with a genuine world 


“We’d have liked Jotmno to 
have played, of course,” Wood- 
ward said yesterday. “He's a 
world-class forward. But I have 
no problems with Danny com- 
ing in; he has a massive future 
in front of him and while he 
knows he is not first choice at 


tiKnranent, he'll be as pumped 

op as anyone. In fact, Tm v«y 
happy with the whole side. The 

South Africans .have, a new 

coach and a sense of freshness 
aboutthem- but we have con- 
fidence too and we are in no 
doubt whatsoever That this is a 

game we can win. 

/dong with his fellow selec- 
tors, Woodward chewed more 
fet over his bads row selection 
than on any other area of ms 
line-up. Although Lawrence 
Dallaglio. the captain, stays on 
the blind-sde flank and Richard 
H31 moves from the open side 
to No 8, those positions are 
. purely for the programme edi- 
tors. The two will mix and 
match, depending on where a 

^ wnicnmae'e haiJDenS 
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Bender- Has a bo«pn« 
reservoir of attitude -1 


particular scrummage ww-*— 
lobe situated and which scrum- 
half is inserting the ball. In all 
probability, Dallaglib will at- 
i . MnStaikp. on his star- 


Saturday by 

at attacking sel- P’ cce ^ 3 &’a 

•Tim Rodber woajjgg 

come under considera^^ 

his match against ti«g 

Zealanders on Tuesday, W 
finished the game wifK^ 
concussion and will not 

able for three weeks,” Wood^ 

said. WithTbiiy Diproscag 
available with shoulder m ( 

— - t . i . ■ ■ f. «»~nnfl trtHfltM 


probaoimy, — 

tempt to capitalise on his star- 
tling second-half contribution at 
No 8 against the All Blacks last 


with a similar injury -fire sjta'- 
tors may just have stnmble^op 

a trio of exciting potentiaL i- 
Llewellyn's return, page 3? 


TENNIS 




Football may 
lure Ivanisevic 
away from 
Davis Cup 


r;n='- v - 


It ought to go against 
the grain for a tennis 
player but, as John Roberts 
reports, Goran Ivanisevic 
is apparently intent on 
putting the ball in the 
net - on the football 
pitch. 

No matter that he is 
the mainstay of Croatia’s 
Davis Cup challenge, it 
seems he would rather 
be playing for Hajduk 
Split come next 
February than upholding 
his nation’s honour on 
the tennis court against 
Finland. 


During the lean years, before 
the advent of Greg Rusedski 
and Dm Henman, the Lawn 
Tennis Association never 
thought to offer a racket to Paul 
Gascoigne, who was a talented 
junior player. The oversight 
might have delayed Britain’s 
promotion in the Davis Cup. 

Such logic belongs to the 
realm of Goran Ivanisevic, who 
is threatening to play football 
for his home team, Hajduk 
Split, rather than compete for 
Croatia in their Davis Cup tie 
against Finland next February. 

What seems a tall story, 
even for the 6fl 4in Ivanisevic, 
is given credibility by the foot- 
ball club’s coach, Luka Bonacic. 
He has “seriously decided to 
pick Goran Ivanisevic for the 
team" to play Croatia Zagreb 
on 14 February. 
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laid to 


rest 


■A'r.’O 


Royal 
Opera oi 
final tok< 


T.“ 

,’C ~T"~ 




Guinness re 
‘cavalier’ Ci 
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— — T— -^wfth his ^ during . training session in Gottenburg in l-^on'orthe Davis Cup 
SMEWS todays draw, the event will begin with the open.ng smgies match tomorrow Phoo^P 




An element of player pow- 
er would appear to be at work. 
Ivanisevic, the runner-up at 
Wimbledon in 1992 and 1994, 
has vowed not to play for his 
country again as long as Suad 
Rizvanbegovic remains presi- 
dent of the Croatian Tennis 
Federation. 

-For me,” Rizvanbegovic 


said, “the story must be a joke. 
We are still counting on Goran 
to plav against Finland, but it s 
his decision." 

The 26-year-old Ivanisevic, 
who regularly delivers 1,000 
aces per year, calls up the word 
“unbelievable” to describe just 
about everything, good, bad or 
indifferent, and a few pois at Lhc 


Zagreb goal cannot be ruled 
out. After all, Ivanisevic has al- 
ways been dangerous on grass 
- who could forget the volley he 
netted against Andre Agassi? 

Tennis players arc not exactly 
strangers to football grounds. 
Henman plays in goal for the 
LTA team, Fred Periy used to 
train with Arsenal. John McEn- 


roe played soccer as a youngster 
and Boris Becker used to look 
longingly at Bayern Munich. 

A word of caution, howev- 
er. A few years ago. Ivanisevic 
had to undergo surgery for the 
first time in his life after dam- 
aging a cartilage in his right 
knee during a kickaboul in 
Croatia. His only consolation 


was that the operation enabled 
him to watch Hajduk Split play 
Ajax in the quarter-finals of the 
European Champions’ Cup. 

Perhaps Ivanisevic needs an- 
other challenge, but playing 
top-flight football would 
surety be beyond him. At the 
very least it could overstrain his 
brittle temperament. 
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France’s World Cup concerns 
reach yellow fever pitch 
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The pitch that is being 
prepared for the opening 
match at the World Cup 
next year is looking 
distinctly off colour but, 
as John Lichfield reports 
from Paris, experts 
cannot agree why. 


ACROSS 

T Refuse to go in vebde tal- 
lowing Lord. Mayors 

6 artist’s 

vehement harmiguef^ 

9 Glass hnwigh* 60113 

-SSSL. 
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^^L^JLrtised by miS- 

16 sasssss^. 

°f local 7 ^ highest 
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stealth (5) 


21 German woman gives Fa 

thergald(4) _ 

23 Whereby umpire cans 
‘over’ with no runs scored. 
(6,4) 

25 Repairman lakes an ap- 
prentice without intelli- 
gence (10) 

26 Day of Roman’s eclipse, ® 

Greek dramatist con- 
cludes? (4) . . 

27 Savage force that is used to 
replace organisation’s 
leader (6) 

28 Half-day tariff is sleep tpl 

- DOWN 

i Siens of hesitation about 

" article on Indy identifying 
dangerous element (7) 

3 item of clothing the 

4 puWicntion when 

5 confused situauon of Pk- 


cadQty bigamist? (5-4. 6) 

6 Co-ordinates victory in 
cricket match over hero (7) 

7 Gum rinse with new for- 
mulation (5) 

8 Lose hope and submerge 
ultimaiciy m swirling rapids 

IS Banker appearing fashion- 
able in relatiwly elaborate 
attire? (9) < 

17 Priest pullinc un airs, per- 
haps. according to man 

from Tel Aw (7) 

18 will be aarunmo- 
dated in new wmL very big 

20 ftit of soft. mchtfAmo- 

quelte originally t-W) 

22 American lad> s holding up 
i2ourt officer (5) 

24 Having 150 in to dine 
shows a certain ostentation 

(5) 


Imagine a World Cup final 
played on a pilch the colour of 
a mown hayileld. There is grow- 
ing concern over the condition 
of die turf - laid at a record cost 
of £400.000 - in the splendid sta- 
dium constructed near Paris 
for the World Cup next June 
and July. 

After a recent inspection of 
the Slade dc France. Michel 
Platini, the former French in- 
ternational and co-president of 
the World Cup organising com- 
mittee. complained 'that the 
inrf looked rather yellow. The 
stadium engineer admitted only 
that the pitch appeared “dirty". 
It had been treated with sand, 
he said, and too much had 
been applied. He would have 
the grass brushed. 

Independent axp-Tts tell the 
French press that there may he 
a far more serious problem. Sec- 
tions of the pilch, laid in Sep- 
tember. have already been 


replaced, making it look more 
like a chessboard than a sport- 
ing showpiece. 

~ One school of thought blames 
the impressive and futuristic 
roof of the stadium, which has an 
elliptical cTxws-scction. Some ex- 
perts say the roof is too big. Even 
though it has been filled with vast 
skylights, it may be blocking out 
too much light and preventing a 
reasonable circulation of air. An 
a result, they believe, the grass 
is not drying or phutosynthesix- 
ing properly and will be vulner- 
able in disease and incursions of 
fungi. ( An especially nasty attack 
of mushrooms has already been 
repulsed). 

Other experts say that the 
problem may Ik* below the pitch, 
not above it, and even more se- 
rious. The stadium at Saint-De- 
nis, just north of Paris, was built, 
after a great deal of political ma- 
□ocuvring, on the site of an old 
gasworks. Before building work 
.started, the subsoil was dennsed 

of chemical pollutants and on un- 
derground filler installed to ab- 
sorb noxious substances. 

But environmental experts 
point out dial the chosen design 
sank the pilch 30 feel below the 
natural ground level of ihe sile, 
in other words much closer to 
the poisoned subsoil than was re- 
ally necessary. A pressure group 
allied Rubin des Beiis (Rubin 


Hood) points out a substantial 
rise in the water table would 
make the underground protec- 
tion system useless. The group 
also claims that the degree and 
variety of pollution of the site - 
including traces of cyanide, tar, 
benzol and phenol — is far 
greater than first admitted. 

The stadium management 
continues to deny that there is 
a problem. The turf was tem- 
porarily damaged, they say, by 
a combination of excessive sand- 
ing and mowing. All yellowness 
will have disappeared in two to 
three weeks, they say, in plenty 
of lime for the inaugural match, 
a friendly between France and 
Spain on 28 January. 

According to Lc Monde, a 
substitute is standing by. Hie 
company which laid the grass is 
cultivating another 3,000 square 
metres of identical turf, just in 
case the pitch docs need to be 
replaced. The grass has been de- 
signed to he especially hard- 
wearing, capable of sustaining 
16 hours or play a week. 

A grim thought remains. 
Brazil, with their canary yellow 
shirts, will play in the stadium 
in the First match of the 199S 
World Cup on 10 June. If the 
pilch remains yellow, tens of mil- 
lions of TV viewers around the 
world could be struggling to pick 
out the 1994 world champions. 
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